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rior to completion of a long-standing outer planetary aspect, decisions

can be held back; there seem to be real or imagined barriers. The

release of tension in the weeks immediately after such a completion

can lead to a sense of gathering momentum and freedom of action. The

coming key astro-events suggest that the next two months will be very

much like this, with people seeking to “make up for lost ground”—

maybe too quickly. So, do read ahead and be careful.

As Saturn separates from its long-standing opposition to Neptune and

picks up steady speed towards its Virgo ingress, look out for the triggering

effect of Mar’s square to Neptune on 24 July during the days of a waxing

late second-quarter Moon. On 1 August, Mars then squares Saturn at

the other end of the opposition. Whatever issues in the struggle between

control, illusion and spiritual transformation were associated with the
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months between the end of August 2006 and

late June 2007; look out for surprises. There

will be both sudden opportunities and

dangers as people try to “hammer

home” their expectations.

Take this in your stride. We shall

be building up to very strong key

days of concentrated focus. The

chart drawn for 6 August is at

the exact moment of Saturn’s

trine to Pluto. It is packed with

other astro-events, all together

suggesting the potential for

powerful change. Less than a

day after the trine, Jupiter moves

into direct motion and Mars enters

Gemini to square Venus, which is just

about to retrograde back from Virgo into

Leo. This happens on the 9 August, when in

addition Mercury in Leo trines Jupiter in

Sagittarius. Putting all this together suggests that there

will be many contradictory urges in people to stake “everything” on

ideas and decisions that might not turn out to be as wise as they first

seemed. Having been held back by the Neptune opposition, Saturn’s

trine to Pluto indicates readiness to go through the darkest night to

force recognition and respect. This is reinforced by the Leo Mercury

and Venus in retrograde, triggered by intellectually unstable Mars entering

Gemini. It will be easy to know “what needs to be

done”—less easy to live through the conse-

quences. Interestingly, 6August 2007 is

the 62nd anniversary of the dropping of

the atomic bomb on Hiroshima.

Whatever has been activated in

those early August days will grow

and become increasingly

overstretched as Mars builds to

oppose Jupiter on 23 August—

the day the Sun enters Virgo,

crossing the point where retro-

grading Venus was squared by

Mars earlier in the month.

Consequences of ill-considered

actions will be felt and reinforced

as Mercury builds to square Jupiter

and Mars on the 25th and oppose Uranus

on the 28th—the day of a lunar eclipse.

Now the critical Virgo Sun can constantly

count the cost and seek to allocate blame.
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The “wise money” will have avoided all this

by waiting until 1 September Saturn ingress

into Virgo and Venus’ direct station

conjunct the Moon on 8 September,

especially as that is the day after

Pluto goes direct as well. From this

time, we shall be looking at

problems in a much more consci-

entious, less self-obsessed way.

We shall confront the responsi-

bilities of duty and worry less

about personal recognition. The

tension to get things right may

intensify, but Venus gathering

momentum forward will help us

feel happier with ourselves. So, we

shall be able to unwind and become

much clearer about what we really love

and want to be associated with.

All in all, see August as a month to rest and stay

out of danger; to “keep your head while all around you

are losing theirs”. A lot of good things can come together in the autumn

of 2007. Beware of creating problems for yourself by acting, or speaking

precipitously in the summer.

“You have to trust twelfth-house people, or lock them up”1 was the focus

around which my initial analysis of the 1997 Labour landslide victory

turned. It could not have been more prophetic! Throughout the past ten

years we have had accusations of “spin”, “control freakery”, “in-group

sofa government” and just plain “lying”. We have been told by the media

of secret battles (via intermediaries) between Tony Blair and his Chancellor.

The latter has been accused by colleagues of “personality flaws” and

intolerance, the words of which read remarkably like a “cook book” summary

of twelfth-house characteristics.

Over the past ten years, the twelfth-house tendency has spread, with

George Bush, Vladimir Putin and Ariel Sharon all having their Suns

there. The consequent obsession with fear of others, the need to defend

ourselves against what “they might do to us” and the insistence that we

must sacrifice our freedom in the service of security is now accepted

as inevitable—“the only game in town”. Looking back to the fresh

sunshine of that early May 1997 day, life seems to have become ever

more despondent and desperate. Does it always have to be like this?

As I write, it is expected that Tony Blair2 will announce his retirement

very soon, and that as you receive this, Gordon Brown will be, or will be
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about to become, Prime Minister of Great Britain. How will things change?

Intrinsically, the two men are not as dissimilar as it first seems, although

it takes an astrologer to see it. The open and initially attractive, “hail

fellow well met”, seemingly good-humoured and self-effacing public

persona of the outgoing Prime Minister is deceptive. All you are seeing

here is an Aquarian Moon conjoining the North Node in his tenth house.

This is his image, not the real driving force. The latter explained by a

tenacious Taurean Sun and Jupiter, an impulsively belligerent Mercury and

Venus in Aries, ruled by Mars in Gemini just behind his Ascendant in the

same sign. Lacking the maturity of vision to think through the implica-

tions of his decisions, but determined to prevail, he has manipulated and

charmed his way through ten years in power. During this time much has

been attempted, but little been done properly and completed. What financial

and physical dangers for Britain and the world in the future have been

created remains to be seen. Opponents point to Iraq as Tony Blair’s

legacy, whereas he himself would like to feel he has left the country’s

education, health and public institutions ready to become leaner and

much more efficient. Others may worry that because of his twelfth-house

driven obsession with security and limiting legal rights, he has, albeit

unintentionally, prepared Britain to be taken over by Orwellian fascism.

Gordon Brown3 does not have the “image-friendly” tenth-house Moon

and North Node. So, with him, personality-wise what you see is what

you get. He is dour because he is intensely anxious, conscientious and

hard-working. The Piscean focus means he could not care more deeply.

With so many planets in the twelfth house, he is intensely private. This

explains the awkwardness of his progress toward the top job. That,

together with such energy that he wishes to be Prime Minister at all,

indicates great kindness and idealism. He is a man

with a mission.

Of course, that does not necessarily make

his judgements and policies correct,

nor indicate that his approach to

government will be effective. The

apparent financial successes of his

Chancellorship may yet come to

haunt users of hospitals, schools

and transport systems. The drain

of public finance initiatives

(PFIs) will continue to bite, as

infrastructures age and decay,

but cannot be replaced, because

we are still paying for them. The

cost of housing, pensions, student

and more general debt may become

far less easy to sustain. For in time

the property boom will burst and

temporarily cheap Chinese and Indian

products and services will no longer be with us.
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As a nation we are trying and working harder,

yet being overtaken by Asia. For these

reasons; the twelfth-house Piscean

devotion of Gordon Brown may turn

out to deceive him, as well as us.

However good his intentions, will

the caveats of great chancellorship

that are often placed upon him

be his legacy? Or will he be seen

as a leader who projected his

own personality of obsessive

hard work upon a whole nation

and left it exhausted and failing?

However that goes, the decks are

now cleared for a great political

battle, which has very much to do

with the twelfth house. As we

observed during the Conservative Party

leadership contest4, although David

Cameron5 has an attractively friendly Venus

and Sun rising in Libra in the first house, his Moon

and Mars are proudly and imperially placed in Leo. This Mars has

now progressed into twelfth-house Virgo and moves between the natal

and progressed Plutos and Saturns during the build-up to the next UK

General Election. It will oppose Gordon Brown’s natal Mars and

Venus and will be applying to oppose Gordon Brown’s Saturn,

too—a critical “up close and personal” battle in every sense!

When Tony Blair was at this stage of preparation a few years before

his 1997 victory, he was dismissed as “Bambi”. Seeking to dismiss

David Cameron as a lightweight publicist with little or no policies

would be a similar error. The key question that needs to be asked is

whether David Cameron is a manipulative, “all things to all people”

presenter, whose actions in office would be as divisive and repressive

as Labour’s, or even more so? Alternatively, are his often-mocked

statements, such as “hug a hoodie” and “rewarding the family” expres-

sions of a healing vision that is vital for Britain? If so, has he the

clarity and strength of will to apply these subtle insights to

expansive benefit, like a homoeopathic political process? 

Crucially, has David Cameron the capacity to help heal the psychotic trauma

projected on the world by the twelfth-house paranoia of recent leaders

and their policies? Or, with Gordon Brown’s progressed Moon and transiting

Jupiter about to activate his Midheaven in the coming year, will he mature

into a much more open and publicly effective figure in the top job? Will

his Piscean familiarity with the failure of fear focus a stronger and more

effective healing? Or will the challenges of the turn of the decade be such

that they can only be endured, whoever is in power? It will be interesting

to see how things develop.
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The astrology of the tragic deaths on the university campus at Blacksburg,

Virginia, USA on 16 April 2007 reveals its remarkable potential value

as a diagnostic, even preventative tool. Prior warnings

by his English tutor that Cho Seung-hui

displayed disturbing behaviour patterns in

his writings were a central part of the

news at the time. Cho’s birth chart

clearly reinforces this.

The date and place of birth were

well published in several media

outlets. Doing a Google search

for time of birth on 17 April, only

two entries appeared6. One

garbled and meaningless, the

other a Chinese language source

with just the place and time of birth

shown as “Seoul” and “0300” in

Western script. Accessing and then

auto-translating did not make the

origins of this information any clearer.

So I cannot verify the source. The time may

not be right, but certainly the birth chart as

drawn fits the character we came to know so well

from his video during those terrible days.

The combination of Pluto, Mars and Saturn in the

12th house , trined to Moon in Cancer in the

8th, building to a Full Moon the day after

this birth opposite the Sun in Capricorn

would certainly explain the isolated

self-righteous brutality of the man.

The strong Sagittarian presence,

building to Jupiter near exactly

conjunct Neptune, close to

Mercury in early Capricorn,

indicates just how expansive his

delusions of grandeur could

become. These are qualities that

any enlightened society using

astrology could and should have

identified. They could have been

channelled into positive expression,

or at least contained carefully from

quite early in his life. Crucially, having

astrology could have provided authori-

tative support to his teacher and the Judge he

was before in time to see the dangers.
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For, that something was about to burst is clear

from the progressed and transit charts. If you

calculate these, you will notice that progressed

Mars was just a degree before its conjunction

to natal Saturn in the 12th and that progressed

Moon had opposed that position three months

before. With transiting Pluto just drawing

back from the natal Neptune-Pluto conjunction

and transiting Jupiter from his natal Venus (all

in Sagittarius), he would have felt that “time

was running out”. He needed to expand and

fulfil his deluded fantasy and so assuage the

unfathomable 12th-house hurt that he had always

lived with in utter isolation. 

The transiting Sun was applying to square his

natal Sun. The transiting Moon had squared his

Mercury the previous afternoon and was now

applying to square his natal Moon during the

day ahead. All these worked with the background

pressure to trigger that day, as the one on which

he would act. The transiting Ascendant, Moon

and Sun conjunctions triggered the moment of

the first murder. Then the Taurus Ascendant

approaching his Descendant took him back to

his room, to prepare his statement to the

world, which he posted as the transiting

Ascendant entered Gemini and applied to Venus,

which was applying to square Mars. 

While it is always easy to be precise in retro-

spect, the underlying dangers and likelihood he

would act some time this year could have been

clearly seen months, if not years, in advance.

While not advocating a Minority Report society7

with astrology as the key; this case is not the

first to show how the authority of astrology,

intelligently used, could save lives.

Enthusiasts of this great British game were

taken aback on 17 March 20078 by the sight

of both India and Pakistan doing so badly

against teams they were expected to beat

easily—Ireland and Bangladesh. Those of us

who are astrologers as well were intrigued,

because both India and Pakistan gained

independence on the same day and time:
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midnight 15 August 1947, in Delhi and

Karachi respectively.

The 1947 independence chart has a

stellium in Leo, and during the weeks

leading up to the contest there was a

stellium in Aquarius opposed to Saturn

in Leo. Both teams had difficulties with

their preparations, and with the form and

selection of their players. With Neptune

involved, drugs and injuries especially

hampered Pakistan. The independence

chart has Venus, the Ascendant ruler, just

over two degrees past an exact

conjunction with Saturn—both in Leo.

On the day of the matches, transiting

Mars was in an exact opposition to the midpoint of these two

planets, while transiting Sun was in Pisces and so emotionally

trining the natal Moon. Then that evening came

the tragic news of the murder of Bob Woolmer,

the Pakistan coach.

India became a republic at 10:15 INT (-5.5 hours)

on 26 January 1950 New Delhi, whereas Pakistan

did so at 07:05 R4T (-5 hours) on 23 March 1956,

Karachi. Using whatever method you prefer can

you give further astrological explanations of the

similar and dissimilar experiences of the two

teams? If you wish to send to the Editor a summary

in not more than 300 words, the best will be

considered for publication

Notes

1 “12th house rules OK”, The Astrological Journal, Vol
39, no. 4, July/August 1997.
2 Tony Blair, 06:10 BST, 6 May 1953, Edinburgh, Scotland.
3 Birth Certificate as reported in Caroline Gerard’s House
of Commons 1992 to 1997.
4 “Working with the planets”, The Astrological Journal,
Vol 48, No.1, January/February 2006.
5 Data given to Annabel Herriott in person.
6 Making the same search at the time of writing a few
weeks later throws up numerous, mainly unhelpful, findings.
7 Minority Report is a film starring Tom Cruise, in which a
psychic is used to foretell crimes, so that the perpetrators
can be arrested before the crimes are committed!
8 Both matches started at 09:30 local time. The Indian
match was played in Port of Spain, Trinidad (AST zone)
and the Pakistan one in Kingston, Jamaica (EST zone).
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