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Editor’s letter

"Bruno [Huber] called 
Uranus the ‘egg piercer’, 

using the analogy of piercing 
through an eggshell, much 
as a baby chick does when 
it hatches. The mind is the 

piercing, searching arrow…"

Piercing the Eggshell: 
The Hubers and Their 

Astrological Psychology 
by Barry & Joyce 

Hopewell

www. twitter.com/AstroJourn

Astrological Association

www.facebook.com/AstrologicalJournal

www.instagram.com/astrologicalassociation

Follow us on Twitter

Join us on YouTube

Join us on Facebook

Join us on Instagram

Cover: Cat Keane
‘Pisces as a beautiful woman…’ by Ellerslie 

Could a horse get us to Pluto?
Should astrological symbols alter over time, rather as do clothes and hairstyles? Should not 
symbols be timeless things, mythological pearls of ancient perception best kept in pristine 
state? These questions are not answered in this issue (in truth, there can be no definitive 
answers but only points of view). But the matter arises in Sue Ward’s excellent essay on 
travel disasters and how the traditional William Lilly approach tackles them, including 20th-
century calamities such as the Lockerbie outrage. She disapprovingly singles out Uranus as 
the modern symbol of space and flight — yet travel per se has not changed, she observes. If 
travel is still about the mundanity of getting from A to B, why should the astrological symbol 
alter just because the propulsion system is more sophisticated? Is a horse no different in 
essence from the New Horizons interplanetary space probe (that reached Pluto) as a means 
of transport? Why not stick with the Moon and Mercury as the original significators of 
travel? As for long-distance Jupiter, forget it. These in effect are Sue Ward’s themes and 
implied questions. 

I am far too wise to tackle these provocations if only because I know all charts ‘work’ if the 
symbols are the subject of invested belief. I am currently reading Deborah Houlding’s classic 
astrology text The Houses: Temples of the Sky (I highly recommend) and it includes, among 
other things, her research into the original mythological associations of each chart house: 
one consequence of this is a history of horoscopic development from ancient to modern 
times — for instance, to Manilius, the 7th house was the terrain of marriages but also of 
death; today’s astrologers leave out death and err towards the “not-self projection” and one-
to-one relationship variations (and “open enemies”). 

Leaving aside the matter of who is right or wrong in these matters (who would like to play 
judge?), what cannot be doubted is the dynamic nature of astrology. It does not stand still 
or always stay true to first sources. Each age gathers its own highway code based on its 
discoveries. Cultures make astrology their own and alter things in the process. Speaking only 
for myself, Uranus belongs to voyages of the heavens as symbol because humanity’s range 
already exceeds the boundaries of our solar system. No noble steed could do that. Astrology 
has appropriated and tagged Uranus to acknowledge scientific triumphs and the probability 
of future extra-terrestrial colonisation. Reality triggers a psychic effect in the conception of 
symbol. Symbols start only in the mind. 

Which nonetheless leaves us with the paradox that the William Lilly approach to travel 
demonstrably still speaks to us as evidenced by the relevant charts. My thanks to Sue Ward 
for sharing her work with us.

Books beyond the Graves
As some of you may know, the bibliophile Philip Graves is now the ‘landlord’ of part of the 
Astrological Association’s archive of books and publications — all safely housed in his South 
Wales astrology museum along with his personal collection of 8,000 edition-volumes of 
books and thousands of periodicals. In this issue he tells us what inspired him to become a 
collector of astrological literature. And his story involves a dream he had featuring the late 
bestselling stargazer Linda Goodman. Did her spirit come to steer him to his destiny? The 
hint of a possible paranormal intervention in this matter is most reassuring.  

Victor Olliver 
Editor
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Data News by Frank C. Clifford
Pauline Hanson and the Uranian Gemini http://www.frankclifford.co.uk

The charts of political figures are always fascinating because, 
whether or not we agree with their policies and stance, we 
astrologers are witnesses to astrology in action. Regardless 
of political spin or a temptation to be all things to all people, 
politicians have a remarkable way of ‘speaking their charts’.

For instance, as much as we might have strong opinions 
about the two Geminis who have shaped UK and US politics 
in recent years, an understanding of their birth charts often 
leads us to the conclusion that (even with a choice to behave 
differently) they are being true to their horoscopes and their 
natures. With four planets in the sign of the twins, Boris is 
terminally Geminian while Trump (with the Sun and Moon 
implicated) is or was the most Uranian figure in mainstream 
politics in decades – a lightning rod to many extreme opinions 
about the businessman-turned-president.

Many years ago, I remember being surprised to see that 
Uranus was dominant in the natal charts of those found 
at both extreme ends of the political spectrum. Uranus is 
strong (by hard aspect to the angles or inner planets) in the 
charts of those who get wrapped up in fighting for a cause 
to protect or liberate their particular set of rights. Whether 
the energy is given to (or directed against) a select group, or 
directed towards a broader section of society, it is usually done 
vehemently and with an unwavering pursuit of that person’s 
perceived Truth.

The nature of the Uranian can result in divisive, contradictory 
blind spots. So focused are we on pursuing a cause or being 
reasonable and fair, we miss the subtle implications of our 
actions or the schism created between an ideal concept and 
reality. We become tolerant of everything but intolerance, 
leading us to be proudly intolerant of intolerance (reminding 
me of a speech given in 1979 by the newly elected President of 
Brazil who made this promise: “I intend to open this country 
up to democracy and anyone who is against that, I will jail, I 
will crush!”).

In an article for The Mountain Astrologer (Aug-Sep 2017) on 
Uranus, I quoted Pauline Stone (The Astrology of Karma, The 
Aquarian Press, 1988, p. 76): “The measure of our mastery 
of Uranus is our ability to tolerate and accept every variety 
of expression within the cosmos – even where this is totally 
opposed to our own”.

And later in that piece, I wrote that Liz Greene (in The Art of 
Stealing Fire, CPA Press, 1996, pp. 1-2) questioned the link 
between Uranus and the concept of individuality: “Uranus is 
not concerned with individual development…It symbolises the 
antithesis of individual expression (which is solar), because 
the individual is submerged in the group…It sometimes 
beggars belief how unindividual such behaviour can be, 

although this is rarely recognised by the person in the grip of 
the Uranian vision, because the very act of rebelling against 
something means that one is in some way deeply bound up 
with, and subtly dominated by, the very thing one is fighting. 
This is not an expression of individuality because that comes 
from within”.

Whether the Uranian politician or campaigner is more 
conservative or liberal depends, it seems, on the signs involved, 
as well as Saturn’s role in their horoscope. Consider the chart 
of the Australian politician Pauline Hanson, who has attracted 
much controversy as founder and leader of One Nation, a 
right-wing party that she first led from 11 April 1997 (as transit 
Pluto opposed her 8th-house Sun) to 27 January 2002. Her 
comments about Indigenous Australians, multiculturalism 
and the growing Asian and Muslim populations in Australia 
have made her a deeply divisive figure. (She once walked into 
the senate in a burqa to make her political point.) Yet, in a 
Uranian way, her actions and words have brought issues of 
racism and xenophobia to the forefront of public discussion 
Down Under.

Hanson has Uranus on the MC in patriotic, nationalistic 
Cancer (plus a Venus-Jupiter conjunction in Cancer that 
she shares with the 4 July chart of the US). And she has 
conservative, steely Saturn rising in Scorpio plus chart ruler 
Mars in Capricorn.

Pauline Hanson Natal Chart
27 May 1954, Thu 15:10  AEST -10:00 Brisbane, Australia 

27°S28' 153°E02' Geocentric Tropical Equal Mean Node Rating: B
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Data News

Before entering politics, 
Hanson had followed in 
her family’s footsteps 
by running her own 
fish and chip shop. 
(Note Cancer on the 
MC trine to its ruler, 
the Moon, in the sign of 
Pisces!) She became a 
city councillor in March 
1994 (as solar arc MC 
moved into Virgo) and 
(as SA Mercury entered 
the Equal 10th house) ran 
as a Liberal candidate at 
the 1996 federal election. 

The Liberals dis-endorsed her on 14 February after her 
comments on Aborigines, but she nevertheless won the seat 
and became an independent MP on 2 March 1996 (as transit 
Saturn was approaching her Moon) before founding her One 
Nation party.

Controversy was never far away for the flame-haired Hanson 
who quit One Nation in January 2002 (as SA Sun conjoined 
Uranus). Eighteen months later (as tr Neptune opposed SA 
Mercury in the 10th) she stood trial for electoral fraud. Found 
guilty, she was jailed on 20 August 2003. Hanson’s conviction 
was quashed on appeal on 6 November that year (as SA Sun 
reached her MC).

Ten years on she rejoined her One Nation party, once again 
becoming its leader on 29 November 2014 (as SA Sun 
approached the zenith/Equal 10th, and SA Mercury reached 
Pluto in the 10th). She was elected to the Senate – assuming 
office on 2 July 2016 and completing a remarkable comeback 
that delighted as many Australians as it outraged.

Pauline Hanson: 27 May 1954, 15:10 AEST, Brisbane, 
Australia. Source: Sy Scholfield quotes Hanson’s 
book, Untamed & Unashamed: The Autobiography 
(Docklands, 2007), p. 24. RR: B.

Frank Clifford was honoured 
with The Charles Harvey 
Award for ‘Exceptional service 
to astrology’ in 2012, a writing 
award from ISAR in 2016, and 
a Regulus Award nomination 
in 2018. His books include the 
interpretation manual, Getting 
to the Heart of Your Chart, 
and a guide to forecasting, 
The Solar Arc Handbook. 

Frank teaches astrology and palmistry online and 
in person, and his courses are also available in 
Chinese, Japanese, and Turkish. To sign up for free 
videos, articles, news and live Q&As, please visit: 
londonschoolofastrology.com.
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In my childhood in the 1980s, I had no knowledge of astrology 
other than a limited exposure to the various media Sun sign 
forecasts, which I did not take especially seriously or read with 
any regularity.

My journey of astrological discovery started quite 
unexpectedly in the summer of 1994 when I’d just finished my 
first year studying towards a BA in French at the University 
of Hull. My mother had decided to take me on a week’s tour 
of parts of North Yorkshire so we could enjoy a relaxing 
holiday just before my second year of studies began. And it 
was while staying in the self-catering accommodation she’d 
booked in a small inland town that I happened upon a well-
used paperback copy of Linda Goodman’s Love Signs, left out 
by the owner on the coffee table. It proved engrossing to read, 
and as a somewhat sceptical philosopher by first instinct, I 
was genuinely very surprised by the lifelike accuracy of the 
author’s portraits of the interactions between the Sun signs. 
I could relate to them quite powerfully, based on personal 
experience of both family and friends I’d known really well.

A year on, in the summer holidays of 1995, an art teacher 
friend of my father’s called Jo Hopkins got talking with me 
about astrology and lent me her copies of both Sun Signs and 
Love Signs by Linda Goodman. That November, I experienced 

Why I 
decided 

to start an 
astrology 

library
Philip M. Graves

The author stores the Astrological Association’s archive of foreign-language books and 
periodicals at his amazing astrology library (probably one of the largest in the Western 
world) in South Wales. It also contains his private collection of 8,000 edition-volumes of 
books and 12,000 unique issues of periodicals. And it continues to grow. Here, he reveals 
how this project began and his inspiration included a possibly prophetic dream with the 
late bestselling astrologer Linda Goodman…

Images of Philip’s library and books/periodicals are reproduced by kind permission
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a vivid dream in which I visited an astrological research centre 
supposedly run by Ms. Goodman and came face to face with 
her for a consultation, then was pointed by an assistant of 
hers to a bookshop on the site that contained a great wealth of 
additional books on astrology. I found out only years later that 
in real life, she had passed away just the previous month, so 
barring the possibility of an encounter with her spirit energy, 
it seems reasonable to surmise that her appearance in the 
dream was purely symbolic. 

But in other respects, the dream was to prove remarkably 
prophetic of my future path.

By the end of 1995, Jo had sent me a new copy of a beginner’s 
instruction guide to learning ‘proper’ astrology, Life, Love and 
Destiny by Barbara Dunn and Archie Dunlop. This paperback 
of several hundred pages used simplified Ascendant-finder 
charts and planetary sign position tables without reference to 
precise degrees. It ably served its purpose as an elementary 
teaching guide and gave me a first detailed glimpse of astrology 
beyond Sun signs, leaving me eager to learn more.

So, at half-term in February 1996, I purchased a new copy 
of Parkers’ Astrology from Waterstone’s in Shrewsbury and 
used it to teach myself to cast accurate natal charts as well as 
explore synastry, transits and progressions.

The following summer, with three months to spare before my 
final year at university began, I was staying up in Edinburgh 
where I found a very good metaphysical bookshop called Body 
and Soul that contained a long shelf of specialised astrology 
books. After extensive browsing, I bought dozens of them 
as well as others from the two branches of Waterstone’s in 
the city centre, and from at least one other bookshop in the 
Scottish capital. I spent a lot of time that summer reading 
and studying more advanced astrological topics and testing 
them out in practice on the birth charts of people I knew. I 
further ordered some thirty other books referenced in the 
bibliographies of ones I’d already acquired. 

By the end of 1996, I had almost sixty books on astrology, 
having started the year with just three.

At that early stage, it was still very much the personal collection 
of an enthusiastic young student. And after graduating with 
my BA in 1997, I became more focused on song-writing and 
music production interests for the next several years. The 
collection largely stood still, perhaps increasing by only five 
to ten books casually picked up in new bookshops in the space 
of four years.

However, in the summer of 2001, I discovered and got involved 
in an astrological chatroom on the Microsoft Network. And by 
the end of the year, I had been offered the role of Assistant 
Manager in an astrology community site on MSN Groups that 
was run by one of the chatroom regulars, a man from Los 
Angeles who had a strong belief in the spiritual dimension of 
life. 

In this new (voluntary) role, I resolved to put together 
informative pages on the elements of astrology within the 
group. This (together with hearsay and recommendations 
regarding sources on particular astrological topics from others 
I’d met in the community and related chatroom) motivated 
me to improve my reading still further, and increasingly in 
the direction of deeper historical sources and reprints. Over 
the following years, I bought quite a few books from John 
Etherington of Midheaven Books in London, and many 
others from the late Dave Roell of Astroamerica in the United 
States as well as facsimile reprints of rare older texts from 
John Ballantrae in Canada. And by the spring of 2004, my 
collection was up to 300 books.

That summer, in connection with an emerging relationship, I 
moved out to Sweden and lived there for the next twelve years. 
But so much had I been enjoying the process of historical 
astrological research, and the presentation of findings to the 
hungry community of astrological knowledge-seekers, that I 
did not want to stop there. So, I registered the domain name 
astrolearn.com to use for a long-term bibliographical project 
and continued collecting. Almost every new acquisition 
opened new lines of investigation and new bibliographical 
leads, aside from which there were some helpful astrological 
booklists scattered online too.

The years 2005-9, facilitated by a little money inherited 
from one of my grandmothers, were the busiest of all for the 
expansion of the collection. It saw an extension into original 
printings from past centuries and a great many from the early 
20th century, many carefully selected sources in French and 
German and numerous academic critical editions and essay 
collections. By the end of 2009, I had a complete large room 
filled with bookcases containing about 4,000 books, numerous 
magazines and some prophetic almanacs. It was now looking 
like a library for the first time.

Why I decided to start an astrology library
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By the end of 2010, I had no savings left and a very low 
income. So, I made only incremental and highly selective 
further acquisitions in the years to follow, chiefly in the area of 
academic history books of relevance to astrology and rare old 
astrological magazines. But I had such limited means that I 
had ceased to buy new general astrology books altogether and 
had to stop most of my magazine subscriptions too, keeping on 
only The Mountain Astrologer and The Astrological Journal. 

After studying full-time in Sweden from 2011 to 2013 to 
improve my Swedish and therefore my local employability, I 
was denied entry to all further degree courses that I’d applied 
to starting that autumn, in spite of my excellent results on 
Swedish courses. This was because of a strange bureaucratic 
technicality relating to the requirement for proof of GCSE 
English results which felt manifestly absurd when I was a 
proven graduate in modern languages and a native English 
speaker. 

So, I decided to turn to self-employment using the fruits of 
my library. In early 2014, I registered Astrolearn as a small 
business in Sweden. The essential business activity was the 
production and sale of high-quality digital reproductions 
of out-of-copyright sources in my collection. The first two 
DVD titles, each containing many patiently scanned books, 
were launched in early 2014. The market for these, while 
enthusiastic, was niche, and the income proved insufficient 
to live on in the long run. Matters came to a head for me 
economically in 2016 with the sudden loss of a source of 
family support. With no viable basis for remaining in Sweden, 
I moved back to the UK to start a regular job in Bristol, and 
my whole book collection was placed in storage for the next 
two years.

While it was not what I had planned, being in conventional 
paid employment back in the UK opened up new economic 
possibilities for supporting the future of the library. In 2018, I 
took possession of a usefully spacious old house in ramshackle 
condition in the Welsh city of Newport where asking prices 

were far below those in Bristol for a given amount of space, 
making it a practical choice for rehousing the library while of 
strictly limited means. Once necessary works had been carried 
out, I finally had the opportunity to unpack again that autumn, 
taking my bookcases and books out of storage and spreading 
the library over the three downstairs reception rooms.

Since then, and with the books finally seeing the light of 
day in visitable premises in the UK, I’ve found the British 
and international astrological community to have been very 
supportive of my efforts, and I’ve enjoyed visits from several 
astrologers as well as a number of donations of books and 
magazines. This enthusiasm from others has helped to renew 
my sense of purpose in taking the library project forward 
again. I’ve lately been on a drive to bring the library holdings 
back up to date, chasing after previously missed new books 
published in the 21st century.

Just last summer, I was asked by Roy Gillett, the President 
of the Astrological Association (of which I’ve been a member 
for many years now) to provide storage for an archive of 
foreign-language books and periodicals it owns. The AA 
Archive, whose holdings are largely complementary to those 
in my private collection, was installed here, mostly in its own 
dedicated upstairs room. And the combined resources of my 
private collection and the archive are such that I think it fair 
to say that one of the most complete combined resources of 
printed astrological literature in the Western world is now 
under one roof together here in South Wales, although not all 
of it is under my direct ownership!

The prolonged intervention of the Covid-19 pandemic with 
its travel restrictions and social distancing requirements has 
been a drag. But once it is more firmly under control again 
(here’s hoping), I’m really looking forward to the possibilities 

Why I decided to start an astrology library
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that the establishment of the combined library will open up 
in terms of visiting astrologers and researchers. It feels as 
though what had for quite a few years been something of an 
eccentric private collection, accessible only to me when I was 
living alone in cramped rented accommodation in Sweden, is 
soon set to take on increased importance as a facility shared 
among a much wider range of astrologers and historians. 

I hope it will indeed prove to stand the test of time as a 
permanent research resource. And I am looking forward 
to continuing to work with the British and international 
communities to help make sure of that.

Because the library is entirely unfunded, I have no choice but 
to continue in my outside job for the time being. It (including 
the AA Archive) can only be opened to visiting astrologers 
by appointment at weekends. This will remain the case even 
when the pandemic is under control to the degree that it is 
permitted and safe to do so again. Perhaps in the long run, 
the astrological community and interested portions of the 
academic community will come together to fund it so that 
it can be visited at any time. Perhaps it will become an even 
more fruitful breeding ground for astrological and historical 
research. I certainly hope so, although I think a lot of collective 
will, cooperation and fundraising will be needed to make that 
dream a reality.

During the latter half of 2020, I spent far beyond my means in 
improving and updating the holdings of academic publications 
of relevance, of which there has been a veritable bonanza in 
the past few years. In early 2021 I have necessarily paused all 
acquisitions in order to give my personal finances a chance to 
recover from the brink of exhaustion.

The library now contains more than 8,000 edition-volumes 
of books and 12,000 unique issues of periodicals. But there 

are still numerous recent general astrology books to catch 
up with. Astrological research is booming, and astrological 
publishing does not stand still, so an ongoing programme of 
acquisitions will be needed to keep pace. When my finances 
are back in balance again, probably towards the summer 
of 2021, I hope to be able to resume collecting as far as my 
limited means allows.

The dependency of the maintenance of the library on my 
personal income does, however, present a longer-term 
structural problem. If I fell so seriously ill that I was no longer 
able to work or was made redundant from my job, library 
acquisitions would be the first casualty. If I died, then the 
default position at present would be that my teenage daughter 
in Sweden, who has no established interest either in astrology 
or in relocating here, would inherit and determine the fate of 
the book collection from a distance. In all probability, it would 
be sold off cheaply to a local auctioneer through an agent 
acting on her behalf and dissolved to all corners of the earth 
and/or (in the cases of items deemed of lesser value) the local 
municipal recycling centre.

Why I decided to start an astrology library
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Why I decided to start an astrology library

Philip Graves (BA Hons) is a multilingual 
astrological librarian, writer, historian, and 
occasional lecturer. Graves wrote numerous 
instructive articles on the elements of 
astrology for a community on the former 
MSN Groups network in 2002-4 and has 

since produced a substantial body of original essays on 
the history of modern astrology, a compendium volume 
of which is pending publication in 2021. The astrological 
reference library he founded, now based in Newport, South 
Wales, UK, features over 8,000 unique book-volumes and 
12,000 unique issues of periodicals, and is catalogued 
at Astrolearn.com/astrology-bibliography. He may be 
contacted on solger75@gmail.com or through the contact 
form at the above website.

It is therefore imperative for the future integrity of the 
library and its maintenance as a permanent resource that 
arrangements are put in place well within my lifetime that 
will secure its continuity. I have no desire to donate it to any 
university because I believe it would set its own rules for both 
user access and disposals without wider accountability. There 
have been too many cases of such bequests being mishandled 
and eventually sold off for financial gain by the benefiting 
institutions. Instead, what I hope for is to work with both 
the astrological community and the scholarly community to 
establish a suitable long-term solution that would conserve 
the library in its integrity, allow wide access while protecting 
against losses through theft and keep the holdings up to date 
and support their supervised use for study and research. 

It would be a great shame if the library became frozen in time 
to the exclusion of all newer books and periodical publications.

To conclude, I very much hope a pathway to the sustainable 
funding of the library will be opened up through dialogues 
with those in the British and international astrological 
communities who recognise its future value to astrological 
research. The library’s other aims include facilitating the 
public understanding of astrology and supporting the 
status of astrology as a valid intellectual and practical study 
discipline through the provision of an accessible bedrock of 
solid evidence.

Originally written for Margaret Cahill’s Wessex 
Astrologer blog (wessexastrologer.com/blog/). 
Selectively updated and re-edited in January 2021 
for republication in The Astrological Journal.
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Astrological symbolism is a central theme throughout the 
history of art. This is to be expected because art expresses 
current and timeless ideas in a visual form. Astrology gives a 
broader understanding of these notions, expressing the vision 
that we are not isolated but connected to tradition. It helps 
people searching for orientation. Both art and astrology share 
the desire for cosmic harmony and aesthetics. 

Taking this background into consideration, it is not surprising 
that the greatest artists (such as Leonardo da Vinci, Titian, 
Raphael or Albrecht Dürer) used the symbols of astrology. 
Likewise, modern masters such as Salvador Dali and Andy 
Warhol, and the unknown architects of the great cathedrals. 
This is true not only of creators of work exhibited in museums 
or documented in old books but also of castles, palaces, town 
halls, cathedrals, baptisteries, bell towers and middle class 
houses (which were often, in all epochs, adorned with zodiac 
art).

The hidden beginning
We can go back thousands of years, long before the ‘Christian 
Age’, to find early traces of architecture inspired by astrology 
or places where a star cult was practised. Some historians 
assert that even the cave paintings in northern Spain and 
southern France (going back about 25,000 years) depict 
symbols of early worship of a star cult. Here you will find, for 
instance, images of a bull that resembles the contemporary 
zodiac sign of Taurus. 

Of course, this is speculation. Probably, we shall never learn 
what those prehistoric people saw in the sky and how they 
integrated what they saw into their cult. Just as we will never 
find out who built places such as Stonehenge in England, 
Newgrange in Ireland or the Nebra Sky Disc in Germany. But 
we can be sure that these locations were important places for 
ceremonies of winter and summer solstices, two key moments 
in astrology. And it is also obvious that humankind has always 
looked at natural phenomena such as the sun, moon, stars, 
trees, rocks, springs and lakes as an expression of the Divine, 
often using each as an inspiration for cult worship and the 
creation of works of art.

The oldest examples of art 
which can still be admired 
today, inspired by our 
familiar zodiac, date back 
to the ancient Roman era. 
The ancient world was 
most probably the first 
era in which astrology and 
the arts were not limited 
to celebrating spiritual 
and secular leaders. Wall 
paintings and mosaics in 
the villas of high-status 
individuals prove that. 
Unfortunately, only a few 
examples survive. Among 

them is a fine one which can be viewed in the Rhenish Museum 
in the former German capital Bonn. It is a mosaic showing the 
zodiac and the Sun God at its centre, dating back to the 2nd 
century AD. It was found in the Rhine river area 200 km south 
of Bonn at the end of the 19th century. Along the river, altars 
of the Mithra cult have been discovered. Mithraism, a popular 
cult throughout the Roman Empire, originated from Persia 
and extensively employed astrological symbolism.

Many ancient zodiacs are to be found in Israel. Although some 
prophets strongly opposed astrology, the Jewish tradition 
is full of its symbols. For instance, the Menorah, the seven-
branched candelabrum: it represents the seven classical 

Astrology in art
Cosmic harmony and aesthetics

Klemens Ludwig
Astrological symbolism has inspired many great artists. In this panoramic survey, 
the President of the German Astrologers’ Association takes us on a journey from 
prehistoric cave art to the 21st century via Titian, da Vinci, Dali, Warhol, Hilma af 

Klint, Hundertwasser and many more

A detail of a Mithraic zodiac from an 
engraving, c. 1870

Nebra Sky Disc
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planets. The candle in the middle symbolises the zodiacal 
Sun. The planets are so arranged that ruling signs are in their 
natural opposition: Venus (Taurus) on the left, Mars (Scorpio) 
on the right, followed by Mercury (Gemini) on the left and 
Jupiter (Sagittarius) on the right. And finally, the Moon 
(Cancer) on the left and Saturn (Capricorn) on the right. 

The most complete examples of the ancient zodiac can be seen 
close to Lake Galilee, in the northern part of Israel. Amazingly, 
they are in synagogues such as those in Hammat Tiberias 
which became a centre of Jewish culture after the Romans 
destroyed Jerusalem. The 12 signs from the 3rd century AD 
still look vivid. The zodiac can also be seen in the synagogues 
of Beth Alpha, Naaran, Susiya, Huseifa and Sepphoris, all 
close by.

Sacred art
The fall of the Roman Empire led to cultural decline that 
included the fading of astrology. Only after Charlemagne 
established a new empire north of the Alps in the 9th century 
(which stretched his power to the Mediterranean) did culture 
revive in all its forms. Under Charlemagne’s third son, Louis 
the Pious, the zodiac handwriting of Leiden was created in 
820. It contains 35 miniatures of the zodiac signs and the 
planets. At the same time, the Utrecht Psalter was created, one 
of the masterpieces of book art in the age of the Carolingians. 
It shows Christ atop a mountain, encircled by the zodiac.   

Other important examples 
of book art during this 
period featuring astrological 
symbols include the 
Hunterian Psalter, today 
exhibited at the University 
of Glasgow, and Liber 
Astrologiae by Georgius 
Fendulus, a philosopher of 
the 12th century. 

In the Early Middle Ages, 
during the Romanesque 
period, cathedrals and 
churches commonly added 

astrological symbols to architecture and iconography. And 
bear in mind that art was largely limited to ‘sacred art’ at this 
time. The zodiac is often to be seen on the tympanum above 
the portal that leads into a cathedral. This entryway is the 
border between the sinful world and the sacral, the divine area 
of God. Entering the area of the Divine was a kind of initiation 
rite performed in full awareness of the passage from profane 
to sacred. When the believers enter the divine place under the 
zodiac, it is obvious that the stars are part of the signs through 
which God speaks to humanity. 

Of course, Christ is the most frequent figure in tympanums; 
the zodiac often placed around him demonstrates that the 
ruler of the universe makes use of the stars as his tools. We 
find tympanums in many cathedrals such as of Burgundy, 
Autun, Vézelay, Avallon (France) and León (Spain). 

In the ancient Basilica of San Savino of Piacenza, northern 
Italy, we find the zodiac in two places. The same is true of 
the famous Maria Laach Abbey in Germany, founded in 
1093: zodiacs are to be viewed at the entrance door and in 
the apsis above the altar. In addition to the tympanum, the 
zodiac often appears as a mosaic on the floor, such as in St. 
Gereon’s Basilica in Cologne and San Miniato al Monte, one 
of oldest and the most impressive churches of Florence. The 
Saint Mark’s Basilica in Venice shows a zodiac clock.

A detail of a Mithraic zodiac from an engraving, c. 1870

Aries and Libra in the Hunterian Psalter

Basilica of San Savino, Piacenza, Italy. The crypt of the church has 12th century  
mosaics depicting the zodiac signs on a marine background.
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An amazing phenomenon 
is the zodiac in baptisteries, 
such as in Florence and 
Parma. Baptism marks 
the admission into the 
Christian Church. It is 
also the admission into 
the cosmic order. And the 
zodiac was a symbol of that 
order. 

Astrology as part of communal  
self-expression
In the transition from the 12th to 13th centuries, societies 
in Europe changed fundamentally with far-reaching 
consequences for the arts and astrology. Farming became more 
and more efficient due to new techniques and a better climate. 
The population grew as did trade and urban areas. Merchants 
became increasingly important. The very successful ones like 
the Medici or Fugger family gained more influence than the 
old nobles. Ancestry alone no longer determined the fate of 
people.

Society opened up and likewise the arts, and especially 
architecture. We enter the Gothic period with its famous 
cathedrals which seem to touch the sky. What remained an 
important part of society was astrology. The zodiac appears 
in the tympanums of the most famous Gothic cathedrals 
such as Chartres, Amiens and Notre-Dame de Paris. A typical 
characteristic of the Gothic cathedrals is the richly decorated 
window, a technique hitherto unknown. Zodiacal signs and 
planets are the stock decoration of church windows (Chartres 
or Lausanne).

Societal changes and the growing influence of the towns and 
merchants gave artists – for the first time since the fall of the 
Roman Empire – the opportunity to find sponsors beyond the 
clergy and nobility. It also gave them the chance to present 
astrological symbolism in a broader context. The city republics 
in northern Italy were especially keen to decorate their town 
halls and other representative buildings with signs of the 
zodiac. The art historian Dieter Blume says of this period, 
“astrology was part of communal self-expression”.

Prominent examples are the Palazzo della Ragione in Padua, 
created by the famous Giotto, and the Palazzo Ducale in Venice. 
Salon de Mesi of Palazzo Schifanoia in Ferrara followed a little 
later in the era of the Renaissance. 

The Renaissance (in general terms) succeeded the Medieval 
Period and marked the embryonic beginnings of the ‘Modern 
Age’, although fundamental change had already taken place. 

A conjunction of Neptune 
and Pluto in 1398/1400 
represented this beginning. 
This conjunction occurs 
every 493/94 years and it is 
indeed a symbol of a basic 
global cataclysm. It took 
place in Gemini, for the first 
time on 22 June 1398, with 
Mars also in this sign [chart 
shown]. Only a few years 
later, on 25 January 1405 
we had a Great Conjunction 
of Jupiter and Saturn in 
Aquarius, together with 
the Sun in this sign [chart 
shown]. The air signs 

Gemini and Aquarius in two of the most important mundane 
charts indicate a kind of New Age. Mankind tilted towards 
individuality, freedom, science, ethics and responsibility for 
oneself. Religious ideas of determinism as part of a divine 
plan waned in the face of an intellectual revolution.

At the same time, astrology had never been so influential in 
society, as much among the clergy as lay groups. After his 
election in 1503, Pope Julius II even asked his astrologers 
to set the best date for his inauguration. Like him, many 
theologians were convinced that God revealed his will through 
the stars.

Astrology in art

Chartres Cathedral: west portal, tympanum of left door. It depicts Christ on a cloud, 
supported by two angels, above a row of figures representing the labours of the 
months and signs of the zodiac

Capricorn. Artist unknown. One of many 
astrological images in the Palazzo della 
Ragione in Padua

Renaissance start Natal Chart
22 Jun 1398, Sat 12:00 LMT -0:45 Florence, Italy

43°N46' 011°E15' Geocentric Tropical Placidus Mean Node
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Hidden symbolism
Beside the traditional patronage of the Church, the wealthy 
dynasties of Medici, Chigi and Sforza-Viconti offered artists 
and astrologers plenty of opportunities to spread their work 
and message. Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael, Titian and Dürer 
regarded astrology as an important source of inspiration. 

In the chapel of the Medici, San Lorenzo, a complete horoscope 
(dated 4 July 1442, 10.30 am) can be seen above the altar. No 
one knows for whom or for what this horoscope was cast. Villa 
Farnesina, owned by the Chigi family, is another example.

Often, the symbolism is hidden. The most prominent example 
is da Vinci’s The Last Supper which has greatly confused art 
historians because they ignore the influence of astrology in the 
depiction of the twelve disciples. The Last Supper is a cryptic 
portrayal of the zodiac. Starting from the right: Simon is Aries, 

dynamic and forward with his arms, followed by Thaddaeus, 
Taurus, with a strong neck, protecting himself and perhaps 
his belongings with his arms; Matthew, Gemini, is open for 
everything, in contact with everyone, turning his head to 
one side, his arms to the other; Philip, Cancer, is vulnerable, 
sensitive, with a lot of female energy; Jacob, Leo, is self-
reliant, taking his place as a king with his arms spread wide 
open; and so on.

Many works by Titian and Dürer also contain astrological 
principles in hidden or esoteric ways. These artists lived in 
a period when astrology was highly regarded. So, this raises 
the question, why have some of the greatest artists coded their 
astrological message if astrology was unquestioned?

It seems they wanted only the initiated to understand the 
deeper meaning. There was a significant gap between the 
astrology presented to ordinary people and what the initiated 
understood. The mostly illiterate commoners followed the 
stars and the Moon mainly for agricultural purposes. Artists 
and other initiates used astrology for a deeper understanding 
of cosmic circles/cycles and the circle of life, themes that most 
peasants and craftsmen did not have time to indulge because 
survival was their priority. Da Vinci and Titian were members 
of esoteric circles. Da Vinci also used mirror writing so that 
only a select few could understand it. These artists wanted 
to address people whom they regarded as equals in their 
ambition to discover the meaning of life. The same is true of 
many unknown master builders who used astrological and 
esoteric symbols in the great cathedrals.

Book art also became extremely popular, including the use of 
astrological symbols. ‘De Sphaera’ and the Très Riches Heures 
du Duc de Berry are only two of the most prominent examples.  

Zodiac clocks on many town halls or churches made astrology 
part of everyday life. 

Decline and rise again
After this peak in astrology, a decline was unavoidable. As 
natural science became more and more influential, astrology 
was questioned and no longer an indisputable part of society. 
Also, some political rulers were strongly opposed to astrology 
and “other forms of fortune-telling”. This had an influence on 
the arts. 

There are still examples of zodiac and planet presentation 
in the era of the Baroque, but less frequent. It was a period 
of extreme ambivalence. The Thirty Years’ War devastated 
large parts of Europe and made death part of everyday life. 
Being aware that every day could be the last, people wanted 
to enjoy the moment. Memento mori (“remember you must 
die”) and carpe diem (“seize the day”) were the expressions of 
this mindset. 

Astrology in art

Great Conjunction 1405 Natal Chart
25 Jan 1405, Sun 20:00 LMT -0:49:56 Rome, Italy

41°N54' 012°E29' Geocentric Tropical Placidus Mean Node

Da Vinci’s The Last Supper
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Baroque examples of astrology art are to be found at the 
Basilica Santa Maria degli Angeli e dei Martiri in Rome with 
its impressive zodiac on the church floor. And at Wallenstein 
Palace in Prague, with the planets and their rulers shown in 
the ceiling. Today, the hall is part of the Czech parliament.

The eras of the Enlightenment and Industrial Revolution laid 
the basis for the world we know today. Scientists transferred 
the search for the cosmic order to the realm of scientific 
positivism, detaching this quest from ‘pure’ subjectivity and 
relativism. Even today, ‘rationalists’ deny any broader context 
to the physical and metaphysical worlds and dismiss the latter.

At the same time fundamental changes in societies occurred 
in briefer periods. In medieval times the basic structures of 
society remained stable for centuries. With the beginning 
of the Industrial Revolution the familiar patterns changed 
fundamentally within just a few decades. This had a powerful 
influence on the arts and ushered in many succeeding and 
overlapping epochs: Classicism, Romanticism, Realism, 
Naturalism, Historicism and Art Nouveau. The period also 
saw a decline in the influence of astrology. The ‘cathedrals’ of 
the new era were factory buildings, railway stations, mansions 
for the new capitalists and housing blocks for the growing 
urban population. The new ruling classes were uninterested 
in metaphysical symbolism.

Yet, astrology never completely disappeared. The rational, 
scientific view of the world soon experienced its limits. 

Philosophical and spiritual needs were not served by science 
which tried (and tries still) to exclude these experiential 
realities. This reaction led to the rise of astrology once again, 
and its return to the arts. Artists of Historicism and Art 
Nouveau liked to incorporate astrological symbols. In 1880 
the spring of the Danube river, for instance, was decorated 
with the zodiac in the typical form of Historicism, as was the 
court in Bremen.   

One of the most prominent artists of Art Nouveau was the 
Czech painter Alphonse Mucha who spent most of his life 
in Paris. His famous lithography Zodiac features a portrait 
of a young woman with a halo made up of the twelve signs 
and is one of the most impressive examples. A centre of 
Art Nouveau was Mathildenhöhe in Darmstadt, Germany. 
Although large parts of it were destroyed in World War II, 
one still gets an impression of what it once like. The landmark 
of Mathildenhöhe is the so-called Wedding Tower decorated 
with the zodiac in the form of a square around a sundial.  

Alphonse Mucha’s Zodiac with the twelve signs in the halo (1896)

Modern artists
In the 20th century, with all its catastrophes, artists sought 
new, experimental ways of expression. As it became plain 
that technological progress does not equate to ethical 
evolution, many people rejected beliefs in eternal truths and 
moral certainties. Artists such as Picasso, Hundertwasser 
and Dali reflected this disorientation and aimed to give 
people a cosmological orientation. They did so in part by 

Astrology in art

Zodiac in the Basilica Santa Maria degli Angeli e dei Martiri
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using astrology. Expressionism, Cubism, Abstract Art and 
Surrealism were a kind of protest against established or 
orthodox systems. Artists became more open to spiritual 
questions. Astrology itself became even more influential as 
it also underwent a basic change, influenced by psychology, 
especially by C. G. Jung. 

Swedish artist and mystic Hilma af Klint, the spiritual pioneer 
of Abstract Art, created The Dove series with the signs of 
the zodiac. Paul Klee, Wassily Kandinsky and Hannah Höch 
followed. The Franco-Canadian artist François Dallegret 
illustrated the twelve signs of the zodiac in the form of racing 
cars. 

The master of Pop Art, Andy Warhol, also used astrological 
symbols. In 1959, he printed the twelve signs of the zodiac 
with hand-written interpretations which demonstrate his 
deep understanding of astrology. 

Gemini by Dali in his Twelve Signs of the Zodiac

It is also important to mention the master of surrealism, 
Salvador Dali. In 1967, he created the lithography The 
Twelves Signs of the Zodiac. The Dutch surrealist painter 
Johfra Bosschart created posters of the signs which became 
very popular. Astrological symbols in handicraft and jewellery 
are now a commonplace.

Finally, the Austrian artist Friedensreich Hundertwasser 
should not be forgotten. A zodiac fountain in the entrance 
area of the Hundertwasser House in Vienna demonstrates the 
close connection the artist had with astrology.  

Astrology in art

Thus, astrology is back. Not only within our culture, but 
also in the arts. Even so, many orthodox art historians and 
scholars ignore or still deny the importance of astrological 
art. This limited view overlooks the advice that Aby Warburg 
gave 100 years ago, that important works of art cannot be 
fully interpreted without some basic knowledge of astrology. 
Although Warburg remains among the most influential of art 
historians, his point is largely ignored.

Klemens Ludwig 
is a writer and the 
President of the 
German Astrologers’ 
Association (DAV). He 
has been practising 

astrology since the late 1980s and 
has published several books on the 
subject, including Astrologie in der 
Kunst (‘Astrology in Art’). 

His website: astrologie-ludwig.de.

Hilma af Klint, Altarpieces: Group X, No. 1, Altarpiece (1915). © Stiftelsen Hilma af 
Klints Verk
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Roy Gillett focuses on March to May 2021

Compassion – restoring the soul of our society

Working with the Planets

At this time, it is important to focus on the present stage of 
the Jupiter-Saturn cycle which for thousands of years has 
been the vital foundation to understand the rise and fall of 
possibility.  Jupiter, the planet of expansion, and Saturn, the 
planet of limitation and structure, work together to balance 
hope and realism in our lives. Without Saturn, Jupiter would 
explode in all directions. Without Jupiter, all we know would 
petrify.

Working together, the 20-year cycle of these two planets waxes 
and wanes in two 10-year half cycles. On winter solstice 2020 
began a new waxing phase in Aquarius. Expect optimism to 
jump ahead as Jupiter separates from the slower Saturn and 
moves into Pisces on 13 May to 28 July 2021, then pulls back 
with Saturn in Aquarius again until 29 December. Over-
optimism about the benefits of science and improvements 
in human relationships will wrestle with reality. This is not 
just the beginning of a 200-year series of Jupiter-Saturn 
conjunctions in air signs. The winter solstice conjunction 
was the first of a series of four Jupiter-Saturn conjunctions 
in Aquarius 60 years apart. Furthermore, each of these series 
of four is around 600 years apart. This year 2021 for sure is a 
very small early start to major centuries-long developments in 
understanding.

That 2021 will not be that simple is emphasised by another 
outer-planetary cycle that will dominate the year. Saturn-
Uranus’ 90-degree multiple cycles over the past 130 years 
have been at key tension points of change. See below: the 
bold type indicates the conjunction, then come the years of 
the waxing square and the opposition. The last waning square 
(underlined) marks clearing out the debris of its cycle (the 

theme of the cycle is in square brackets).

1897, 1909-10, 1918-20, 1930-31 [conflict between 
colonialists and their failing economic system].

1942, 1951-52, 1965-67, 1975-77 [victory and post war 
recovery that ends in futile conflict].

1988-89, 1999-2000, 2008-10, 2021 [‘Triumph of 
capitalism’ ends in intrinsic failure].

This Saturn-in-Aquarius waning square to Uranus in Taurus 
is exact on 17 February, 14 June and 24 December 2021. 
But it will be in orb and not really fade until early 2022. 
Harsh events and practical realities constantly hold back 
progress. Consider! This may be for the good. Quickly applied 
half solutions often make matters worse. Rushing ahead 
unprepared can create more problems than solve. So, while 
frustrating, even infuriating much of the time, see the positive 
benefit of how this can focus minds. Being held back to learn 
from our mistakes ensures a more substantial outcome. When 
and how to vaccinate against Covid-19 is a question that needs 
to be very carefully balanced by minds cleansed of the urgent 
need to “get back to normal” and the cost of not doing so. 
The eradication of resentment and hate between sub-groups 
will be an ongoing process. Give room to those that seem 
to oppose. Help everyone move to resolution. No room for 
victors in a world that is healing! 

End of an era 
In fact, attempts to get back to normal will be futile and 
counterproductive. The 90-degree Saturn-Uranus cycle began 
in 1988-89 and so reaches the beginning of its final waning 
quarter. Disposing of the dysfunctional debris of that cycle 
will be its focus. Remember the notion of the ‘triumph of 
capitalism’ as the USSR fell? How does it look now? Russia and 
China have degenerated into capitalist oligarchies while many 
Western societies have been losing their vision and turned 
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Working with the planets

inward and defensive. The world’s nations have been either 
breaking down or putting up barriers against immigration 
that they see as threatening to overwhelm them. The struggle 
between the impossibly simplistic desire for ever-continuing 
economic growth amidst impending ecological disaster is 
being upstaged by a global pandemic. 

The close interaction of Jupiter and Saturn in Aquarius 
against the Uranus square symbolises clearly the virus’ threat 
to mutate and battle with scientific discoveries of vaccines 
to protect humanity. Ordinary people are confined to their 
homes. When outside, they are required to hide their faces. 
What used to be the image of villainy has become kindness 
to our neighbour. What was the friendly, open-faced smile is 
now seen as a lack of consideration for others – the face of a 
super-spreader!

Compassion: the heart of truth
What is ‘truth’ in the new world that is starting to emerge from 
this struggle with Covid-19, alongside its wastrel economic 
system that was on its knees before the pandemic started? The 
World Wide Web that overcomes privilege and so gloriously 
offers opportunity to more and more people also provides 
them with a megaphone to pour out any unsubstantiated 
nonsense they happen to feel good about. “I have heard…”, 
“Most people think…”: who says? We say something and the 
louder and more often this is repeated the more credible it 
becomes. It is so easy to mock and condemn all this but look 
deeper into the heart of normal everyday communities who 
appear to believe blindly. Most are kind, want happy lives for 
their families and neighbours. In an emergency, they would 
risk their lives to help out, even strangers. How different is this 
kindness from communities with directly opposite opinions, 
living in radically different worlds?

Wherever we are, come from and think, it is compassion that 
opens our hearts. And it is the mistaken belief that others lack 
compassion which closes them. The crucial thing for us all to 
remember is that compassion that selects is not compassion at 
all. Approaching what you hear about others with compassion 
melts the ignorance that has hardened opinion and separated 
us from understanding. This is something that we have to work 
on constantly, step-by-step, clearing away misunderstanding, 
like opening up a path through a forest. 

Visualise clearing parts of a jungle of sharp, brutal 
misunderstanding to plant a harvest that will feed us and 
more and more others.

As we find ourselves more at ease with each other, we can 
turn to how to ease our relationship with the environment. 
Just as we give and take in human relationships, now is the 
time to learn how to give and take in our dealings with Earth. 
Grabbing and expanding never was the way. It was just a 

greedy short-sighted delusion that we thought was possible 
when there was so much virginal slack to take up.  

So, in the last quarter of the Saturn 90-degree separation cycle 
that started with their conjunction in 1988-89, we need to use 
the new Jupiter-Saturn cycle to adjust to a sustainable balance 
between growth and consolidation in world economics. We 
need to manufacture products that are easy to repair, focus 
employment more on maintenance. Aim to work and produce 
less. Spend more time with friends and family at leisure. 
Balance the economy so that everyone has a home and food 
and medical care. See this not as an exclusive benefit for 
certain countries or groups within countries but as a human 
right without borders. 

Such is a vision of the compassionate mind. Maybe it will never 
be entirely like this. But we can make this an aspiration more 
and more: this is the healing direction of the compassionate 
mind. Something to consider as Jupiter moves into Pisces 
this year. It will leave behind Saturn in Aquarius to identify 
problems and restructure. Then Pluto from 2023 will test 
and regenerate our scientific knowledge, education and social 
understanding. Crucially, this will help us accept the vital 
role that understanding astro-cycles can fulfil. In the more 
long-term, Saturn transits Pisces and then Pluto is there mid-
century. Pluto was last there in 1797-1823 – not the happiest 
years in human history. Hopefully, by relying on compassion, 
we will be wiser this time.

Restoring the soul of our society
That the Covid-19 pandemic was said to generate the worst 
economic crisis for over 300 years fitted nicely the period 
since the foundation of the present world economy. To many 
ecologists it seemed like the planet was reacting with the full 
force of a Capricorn stellium insisting that enough is enough. 

From its very beginning the current world economic 
system has been self-serving and based on a corrupt ethical 
foundation. Because it served the few in power, it was always 
incompetent and, in the end, doomed to fail for all but a 
dwindling minority. Ironic then that it claimed practical 
common sense to be the basis of its legitimacy. Yet how can 
ripping out and squandering limited world resources in 
the service of short-term profit be sustainable? It may have 
seemed so when much of the planet was virginal, unexplored 
and when scientific advances found ever-more ingenious 
ways to exploit and harvest resources. For a few centuries, 
the system’s need for an expanding market fitted nicely with 
ordinary people’s hedonistic tastes. Life through those times 
became a celebration of sensuality, of consuming, fashion, 
travel, entertainment, game-playing. All going well then! “It’s 
so good. Who could want to take that away?”
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Not for the first time, we can compare such 21st century 
economic judgement to teenagers (even young adults) hosting 
a party for friends while their house-proud parents are away. 
So, many things to enjoy, money in savings to use up in buying 
the drink and the drugs. No thought for tomorrow, even 
though the organisers sense increasing worry as the night 
progresses into day. The fun seems endless. Even awaking to 
the debris, the next morning will be OK if there are funds to 
go out for more. Then the visitors skulk off, leaving behind a 
reckoning for those who must stay and pay.

Covid-19 brings that reckoning. There will be no way back. 
We need to care for each other as well as ourselves. Start 
with compassion for all who suffer wherever they live. Fair 
distribution of vaccine is the first step. Food and shelter for 
all the next. Time to borrow, not to prop up the past, but to 
rebuild a more viable, fairer future. 

Accept changing careers. Allow self-indulgent enterprises to 
fall away however large and loud their protests. When hungry, 
we do not insist on caviar. Always consider the restoration of 
balance, sustainability. Rebuild an economy that will serve, 
not tempt, human needs. Not self-serving financial systems 
based on the artificial manipulation of market dynamics but 
designed to give genuine value that serves our essential needs. 
This is not a luddite, back-to-nature call, but rather one to 
pick up what remains to enhance and make an increasingly 
efficient and intelligent world society for all its peoples.

As more of us work from home, office blocks can be re-
fitted to be those much-needed homes. Dedicate education 
to understanding and care, not just functional mechanical 
operations in a wasteful competing marketplace. Introduce 
ethical ways of assessing people and social change – a role 
for astrology here. Encourage quality in the arts. Restore 
catharsis to drama.  

Dissolve the power of unanswered 
misinformation that sets groups against each 
other by developing internet filters that advance 
understanding. Extend the present systems 

that block hate speech and calls to violence 
and set them to automatically trigger counter-
links of fact to any stated opinion. Let not false 
claims be left unanswered. Ensure opinions 
are balanced with counter-opinions. Then the 
brilliant potential of the internet can move on 
from underhand manipulation and irritating 
advertisements to promoting open world 
understanding. This, whether we, they and 
especially those in power, want it or not.  

As we struggle out of the Saturn-square-Uranus so-called 
‘triumph of capitalism’, may the opportunity of Jupiter and 
discipline of Saturn in Aquarius help us find such radical new 
ways to organise our lives. Ways that fearlessly cut back on 
what we do not need and that dissolve our hate against those 
who really have done us no wrong. May we value and repair all 
we find around us: not only things but especially the people we 
meet. May strangers become our friends.

Step-by-step! It will take time and a radical new view of 
what is efficient. It will take kindness and compassion, not to 
restore but to advance the very soul of our world society to a 
wiser, happier plane.

Major astro events March to May 2021 
Between 3 and 5 March, Mercury in Aquarius trines the nodal 
axis and then conjoins Jupiter while Sun in Pisces squares 
the nodal axis and Mars enters Gemini. The first week of 
the period will come with emotional determination to clear 
minds – to get things straight. This being the week of the third 
lunar quarter, we are likely to see the matters of recent weeks 
resolved and put in their place. Be prepared to be dealing with 
disappointment. From  the start of the fourth quarter on 6 
March, Venus in Pisces applies to square the nodal axis. You 
sense the momentum of recent matters running out of steam. 
Look to the future. There is hope for a better way of seeing 
what you want as Sun conjoins Neptune in Pisces two days 
before the New Moon. 

In the midst of a stellium focused on the Midheaven, this 
2021 Piscean New Moon [see chart] has an especially psychic 
quality. Expect a time of insight, as though from on high, 
of knowing through the insistence of feeling rather than 
reason. As mentioned above, but not entirely though! Mars in 
Gemini applies to conjoin the North Node and trine Saturn, 
itself easing towards a trine/sextile to the nodal axis in the 
second week of April. These factors together suggest a lunar 
cycle that offers the better chance of inspired, yet sensible, 
understanding than has been possible for some time. Make 
the most of it. You should know how you feel as Venus 
conjoins Neptune in Pisces, as Mercury enters Pisces and the 
Sun sextiles Pluto in Capricorn. A time for the wise to hear and 
then speak and be listened to.

Working with the planets
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Expect the spring equinox 2021 [chart shown] to be a relieving 
contrast to the horrors so clearly indicated and then endured 
by the 2020 one. However, be realistic and measured amidst 
any optimistic dreams of easy solutions. Jupiter is on the 

Midheaven in the UK and, having been recently transited by 
both the Sun and Venus, may leave our minds with wonderful 
possibilities. 

Mars transited by the Moon the previous evening will conjoin 
the North Node on 26 March. Apply your dreams with urgent, 
informed ongoing consideration on all sides of current issues 
and decisions. Then you could make a fruitful beginning to a 
much better year. As we build to the 28 March Full Moon in 
Libra, the key to this being so is the role of Saturn in Aquarius: 
this insists on limitation being the friend that ensures that we 
avoid the temptation to trick our way back to the wasteful 
nonsense and half-baked understanding that deluded our 
way of life before Covid-19. Thinking we that must go back 
unchanged to the old ways will nag at us until we see it not 
to be so. Be pleased that there may, just may, be a better way 
ahead if we accept that it will have to be very different. As the 
1988-89 notion of the ‘triumph of capitalism’ fades over the 
next few years. Seek happier ways of doing business with each 
other, not only in economics, but in the way we see and treat 
each other.

Mark this moment when Saturn (in many ways the planet of 
karma) is in exact harmony with karma’s nodal axis [see the 
Saturn trine North Node chart]. No actual planets in Libra, 
the sign of justice. Yet Jupiter-Saturn in Aquarius with Mars 
in Gemini are a grand trine by sign harmonious to it while the 
Sun, Mercury, Venus and Chiron make up an Aries stellium in 
opposition. All together, they call to that empty Libran space 
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for balance. Urge the very foundation of our being to cry out 
for justice. Aries…something new. Aquarius…something fully 
considered. Gemini…intelligent, flexible: just needing the 
tolerant common sense of Libra to complete us.

Stay with the courage of that vision through the Venus square 
Pluto and focus it as a mission for the Aries lunar cycle that 
starts with the New Moon on 12 April. Venus strengthens as 
it enters Taurus on 14 April. Let the wisdom of Mars-trine-
Jupiter shake off the intimidation of the Sun’s square to Pluto 
on 16/17 April. On 23/24 April amid the second lunar quarter, 
the aspiration felt at the beginning of the lunar month matures 
and deepens in experience as Venus and Mercury conjoin 
Uranus in Taurus and Mars enters Cancer.

A sense of dangerous intimidation builds as Pluto makes its 
annual retrograde station on the day of the Scorpio-Taurus 
Full Moon [chart shown]. Sun, Mercury, Venus and Uranus 
are in Taurus square Saturn in Aquarius. Of course, we have 
not really solved anything. In the next period, Saturn will 
move retrograde and make a second square to Uranus. Then 
there is the rest of the year until these planets move direct 
and complete. May your experience of March and April be 
strengthened by realising what you have seen, learnt and done 
in seeding the ground of understanding for a better way to live 
our lives.

Very much early days. Dedicate to ensure that they are early 
days of a very much better beginning.

Working with the planets
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A hundred years ago, 
the American astrologer 
Evangeline Adams was in 
her fifties with a thriving 
consultation practice in 
New York City. Clients from 
all walks of life visited her in 
her Carnegie Hall studios. 
With her Moon in Leo trine 
her Midheaven, she never 
failed to publicise herself 
and her work, and she often 
touted her connections with 

celebrities. The fame of some of her clients also led to first- 
and second-hand accounts of her horoscope readings and 
even a few of her accurate forecasts. 

In her autobiography, The Bowl of Heaven, Adams tells us 
that she influenced stage and screen star Tallulah Bankhead 
early in her career. The 19-year-old actress had been in New 
York for several years but had not yet made an impact. 

“Tallulah,” I said to her one day in the summer of 1922, 
“you are under particularly good conditions right now 
for travelling and for success abroad.”

“Oh!” she exclaimed. “I am, am I? I’ll see Charles Cochran 
and tell him he must give me something in London.”

The great London manager, who happened to be in New 
York at the moment, promised to let her know how things 
stood when he returned to England. A fortnight later, 
he cabled that he had nothing just then. Tallulah cabled 

right back saying she was determined to act in London. 
He replied: “Do not come at present.” But Tallulah was 
not to be denied. “Go to hell,” she cabled. “I am coming 
anyway.” Inside of a month she was the great success 
of Sir Gerald du Maurier’s production of  The Dancers.

Tallulah starred in fifteen London productions in the next 
eight years. Bankhead tells us in her own autobiography just 
how much Adams – and a probable Jupiter transit – had to do 
with this momentous decision:

Miss Adams told me my future lay across the water. I 
was about to be paged from afar. In dismissing me she 
said: “Go if you have to swim.”

The same story from 
Bankhead’s biographer, 
Lee Israel, is given a more 
dramatic spin. Tallulah had 
met the English impresario 
Charles Cochran at a New 
York party. She had been 
recommended by friends as 
well as a good review and 
he asked her to audition for 
him. Impressed, Cochran 
returned to England and 
soon cabled her regarding 
“a possible engagement” 
with Sir Gerald du Maurier, 
then a top stage director 
and manager in London. Cochran told her they were…

Evangeline Adams: 
astrologer 
to the stars
Karen Christino
In this extract from the author’s book Foreseeing the 
Future: Evangeline Adams and Astrology in America, 
celebrity clients of the astrologer (including Hollywood 
star Tallulah Bankhead and the playwright Eugene 
O’Neill) recorded their experiences of her uncanny 
divinatory powers

Tallulah Bankhead in 1934
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...quite excited about you, and I think there is but little 
doubt that if you care to take the risk of coming over you 
will be engaged.

Tallulah and Estelle [Winwood, another actress] 
frequently journeyed uptown to Riverside Drive 
to consult the famous seer Evangeline Adams, a 
dour Scotswoman who predicted the future using a 
combination horoscope, cards and the Bible, which she 
opened randomly and pricked with a pin. During such 
visits, they would invariably giggle nervously, especially 
when the mystic dealt the fearsome snake card to Estelle.

Upon receiving Cochran’s letter, however, Tallulah 
went to see Miss Adams alone. There would be no 
giggling this time; the decision was serious business. 
Evangeline Adams opened the Bible and selected, at 
random, a section from 2 Kings which refers to Jezebel, 
the notorious wife of Ahab, King of Israel. She remained 
mute at the significance of the passage.

Tallulah returned to the Hotel Webster, where she and 
Estelle were now living, and told the older actress about 
what had happened. Estelle said with trepidation, “You 
realise, don’t you, my dear, that Jezebel was thrown to 
the dogs?”

Tallulah, who had obviously given the matter some 
thought, replied, “Yes, I know. But before she was 
thrown to the dogs, she rode with kings and queens.” The 
decision was made.

Tallulah was devastated when, in a matter of days, she 
received from Charles Cochran another cable telling her 
not to come. Consorting again with Estelle, she had the 
solution. She would go anyway, pretending that she had 
never received the second cable. They would not have the 
nerve to send her home after she had crossed the ocean 
just to do the part.

Although this story corroborates Adams’ influence, there are 
discrepancies. Evangeline gives all the credit to astrology, but 
Lee Israel speaks of other divination techniques. As Israel 
incorrectly says that Adams lived on Riverside Drive and was 
Scottish, details don’t appear to be her strong suit. She may 
have confused Evangeline with another reader or perhaps she 
embellished for effect. Adams was never known to use tarot 
cards. And Tallulah, in her memoir, only mentions astrology. 
(Lee Israel’s blending of fact and fiction eventually led to a 
career as a literary forger, described in her book and film, Can 
You Ever Forgive Me?)

Yet Lee Israel also talked about direct messages from the Bible. 
This technique is called bibliomancy and goes back to the 
ancient Roman practice of divination from sacred texts. It was 
used by the theologian Austin Phelps, father of Evangeline’s 
Sunday school teacher Elizabeth Stuart Phelps. Iris Vorel, 
an associate of Adams, later wrote a fictional account of her 
in which the astrologer also used this technique, so it seems 
probable that Adams practised this method herself. And some 
of the other accounts of Adams’ consultations also suggest 
that she may have used more than just astrology.

Evangeline Adams: astrologer to the stars

Tallulah Bankhead Natal Chart
31 Jan 1902, Fri 21:00 CST +6:00 Huntsville, Alabama

34°N43'49'' 086°W35'10'' Geocentric Tropical Placidus Mean Node

Evangeline Adams Natal Chart
8 Feb 1868 NS, Sat 08:30 LMT +4:56:19 Jersey City, New Jersey

40°N43'41'' 074°W04'41'' Geocentric Tropical Placidus Mean Node



   The Astrological Journal     March/April 2021                    27

Arthur Hopkins was a successful theatrical producer of 
the time. He first came to see Adams in the early ’teens, 
after he started producing plays in New York. In his 1937 
autobiography, Letters to a Lonely Boy, he wrote about his 
experience with Evangeline Adams.

The one professional clairvoyant[e] whom I have known 
was Evangeline Adams, the astrologist. While she based 
her findings and predictions on hastily drawn charts, 
I have always believed that she was a seer in the true 
sense and could have accomplished startling results 
with tea leaves, a crystal ball or any other medium of 
concentration.

I first went to her out of curiosity and was ignorantly 
sceptical. I had produced only two or three plays at the 
time and was practically unknown. Taking no chances, 
however, and thinking to make it more difficult for her, 
I wrote for an appointment under an assumed name. I 
was determined in advance to answer no questions.

I went to her studio, and, as I sat across the table from 
her, was impressed by her strong, wise, honest, New 
England face. Here was no trace of charlatanism. I gave 
her my birth date and the hour as nearly as I could.

She made some quick markings on a chart, consulted 
what looked like key books, made additional markings 
and in a moment, I heard the salient parts of my past, 
together with a description of my characteristics being 
so accurately summed up as to startle me. She asked no 
questions. I volunteered no information. Then she said:

“You are in some artistic activity that has to do with 
others. I should say it was the theatre and that you are a 
producer. You haven’t done much yet, but your work is 
new and different. Yes, that’s it. I should say that you are 
Arthur Hopkins.”

That may be listed as one of the major surprises of my 
life. She told me many things, then and later, and I do 
not remember her being wrong. I did not always follow 
her. There was once when she advised me to be inactive 
for what seemed an interminable period. She assured me 
that during that time nothing would succeed, no matter 
what merit it had. I protested that I could not just step 
out of the way until the storm had passed. Perhaps the 
storm was to be part of my experience too, a part I had 
no right to avoid. 

She was right. The storm came and lasted a long time. 
Somehow, I think I was right, too, to battle it.

There was a time when I was considering going to 
Hollywood. There were two offers, both more than 
generous as to money, but both rather indefinite as to 

what freedom of expression I might have. I went to Miss 
Adams, thinking that she might determine in which 
studio I would encounter the more sympathetic attitude.

She asked me the name of the man I was dealing with in 
the larger company. I gave it to her. She found his birth 
date in Who’s Who in America and had scarcely finished 
her speedy chart outline when she recoiled as though she 
had been struck. “Oh!” she said. “This man is about to go 
through a dreadful time. He’s going to lose everything 
he’s got, including his present position. You can’t look to 
him.”

The man of whom she spoke was at the time worth 
millions. He was vice president in charge of production 
of one of the largest picture companies. He had been one 
of the founders. No position could seem more secure, no 
fortune more safe but all that she predicted came true...

The second picture offer was disposed of more speedily. 
Who’s Who imparted another birth date. “You can’t bank 
on him,” she said. “He’ll not be there six months.” He 
wasn’t.

The producer never went to Hollywood and concentrated his 
efforts on the Broadway stage. 

Hopkins’ story does have the ring of truth to it, even though it 
was written when he was nearly sixty and well after the fact. 
His major productions, such as Shakespearean plays with 
actor John Barrymore and designer Robert Edmond Jones, 
were in the late ’teens and early ’20s. He was “practically 
unknown” when he visited Adams, so the account was 
written about twenty years after the events described. Yet 
Hopkins offers some curious details. He begins by referring to 
Evangeline as “clairvoyant” and she might have been. While 
she always claimed that her skills were simply the result of 
“scientific” astrological expertise, many have felt that there 
was something more. Her intuition, through years of work 
with horoscopes and clients, had been developed to such a 
high degree that psychic impressions could have contributed 
to her readings.

But how did Adams know her client’s real name, without 
being told? If this statement is true, then she was indeed a 
true sensitive or psychic. But even the most gifted psychics 
rarely produce much more than initials or a first name. And 
Hopkins was writing in retrospect. If Adams surprised him 
with [an accurate description of his vocation], couldn’t he 
have embellished more details twenty years later? Adams was 
also an avid theatregoer and might have even known who her 
client actually was. 

Evangeline’s advice is direct, concise and to the point. She 
appears to be decisive and straightforward. While astrology 
addresses cycles and timing, Adams makes definite judgments 

Evangeline Adams: astrologer to the stars
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when she offers such advice as “He’s going to lose everything” 
and “He’ll not be there six months.” Most astrologers, 
especially without proper times of birth, would have only stated 
that both men should beware of the possibility of business 
or financial reversals for a particular period of time. These 
predictions go way beyond what Evangeline stated in court in 
1914, when she told the judge she only interpreted the signs 
and did not share definitive conclusions. If the statements are 
not exaggerations, Adams was literally breaking New York 
City law, as she predicted specific outcomes in no uncertain 
terms. 

Hopkins, however, is completely convinced of Adams’ 
accuracy: he has a strong bias in the astrologer’s favour. Unless 
he made exact notes immediately after the interview, his 
statements are drawn from memory and subject to distortion.

The best record we have of an Evangeline Adams reading 
comes from the educator and mythologist Joseph Campbell. 
On Tuesday, 10 November 1925, at the age of 21, Campbell 
visited Adams and immediately wrote about his experience in 
his journal. This rules out the kind of creative remembering 
that may have contributed to Arthur Hopkins’ report. 
Campbell apparently had a general reading, but also asked 
Adams about a current relationship. His journal notes are 
preserved in A Fire in the Mind, Stephen and Robin Larsen’s 
biography of Campbell. He wrote,

She told me my ruling planet was Venus, that I was 
either an Episcopalian or a Roman Catholic, that I loved 
beauty and art, that I’d make a good actor, journalist 
or playwright, that I’d have to cast about, probably 
till 1927, before finding my life work, that I should not 
worry about my vocation, but try to get the most out of 
the present. 

Rosalie, she said, is far more practical than I, and she 
would judge a man’s success in terms of his ability to 
support a happy family. She will probably not continue 
at law, and if she does continue, she will probably take 
it very literally. She and I are tremendously attracted 
to each other physically because her planet Venus & my 
Mars are almost coincident, but our other inclinations 
are in totally different directions. If we were to marry, 
we should after the third year be unhappy, for the 
physical attraction would have waned, & we should have 
left almost nothing in common. We are at cross-roads, 
going two different ways, it would be suicide for either 
to turn aside into the way of the other. Rosalie’s will is 
a great deal stronger than mine & I would probably be 
the one to forfeit individuality and full expression for the 
2+2=4 of life, of being a practical husband. She told me 
that I am tending away from family traditions, that I 
am inclined toward mysticism, that I could have been a 
priest, but that I would have been uncomfortable under 

orthodox restrictions. 

Adams is candid and authoritative in her assessment of 
Campbell’s relationship, definitively evaluating it and 
advising him to at least delay marriage, as she often did with 
many other clients whom she judged had only superficial 
astrological connections. Her interpretations are within the 
letter of the law. Joseph Campbell consistently reports the 
use of such safe words as “probably,” “inclinations,” “should” 
and “tending,” rather than absolutes. His interview was also 
about twelve years later than Arthur Hopkins’ initial visit and 
he was a much younger man. The differences in Adams’ style 
may have been due to her development over the years, as her 
trouble with the law left her cautious.

Joseph Campbell

Campbell’s biographers agree that Adams’ descriptions 
of Campbell and his girlfriend, as well as her forecast for 
subsequent events, “prove them true,” and that he was 
“somewhat shell shocked” by the experience. Campbell 
returned to Adams a few years later and presumably got a 
better verdict on his relationship with his future wife Jean. 
And in 1934, at his Saturn return, when he was offered a 
faculty position at Sarah Lawrence College in Bronxville, 
New York, he remembered that Adams had told him in 1927 
that this period in his life would be one of consolidating his 
impulses and beginning to find his own path. He accepted the 
position and remained with the college for nearly forty years. 

According to Campbell, Adams seems to have practised 
straight astrology. She did, however, describe the relationship 
in terms of colours and vibrations:

Rosalie, she said, has a very strong will, and a much 
more primitive constitution than I, with a vibration 
around the reds as compared with mine, which was 
about a thousand times faster & around the orchids. 

Although this seems to hint at a reading of auras, Campbell’s 
girlfriend had not been present, so her aura could not be read. 
It may be that Evangeline, instead, utilised the idea of colour 

Evangeline Adams: astrologer to the stars
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as one way of translating her impressions of the horoscope to 
her client. In her later book, Astrology for Everyone, Adams 
relates colour to the signs of the zodiac:

The heavens are like a great glass dome divided, as 
the horoscope chart is divided, into twelve segments 
representing the twelve signs of the Zodiac. Each of these 
segments is of a different astrological colour; and all are 
continuously moving, passing and repassing, shedding 
rays of varying strength and colour and power.

And, indeed, for each sign she offered several ruling colours. 
Adams’ use of this concept possibly came from Dr. J. Heber 
Smith, who in an 1895 article on astrology in the progressive 
journal The Arena had stated that,

These bodies of ours are fashioned from elemental 
harmonies equally evocable and vanishing, under the 
operation of light-rays that to the opening perceptions 
of the reverent student of nature appear not only [as] 
colours but musical chords.

Eugene O’Neill. Portrait by Alice Boughton

Adams also advised the famous playwright Eugene O’Neill on 
business. O’Neill and his wife Agnes had moved to Bermuda, 
but when Agnes’ father was dying in April of 1927, she returned 
home to visit him. While in New York City, she attended to 
some business for Eugene. According to Louis Sheaffer’s 
biography of O’Neill,

Agnes also, at Eugene’s request, called on Evangeline 
Adams, the astrologist, whom Bobby [Broadway 
designer Robert Edmond] Jones had recommended as 
remarkably prescient. Miss Adams, predicting a “bad 
financial slump for next year for the U.S.” advised the 
playwright “to liquidate & get all overhead expenses cut 
down,” but she also forecast that his economic situation 
would “pick up about October.” Her final word was 
that he should “close” with the Theater Guild as soon as 
possible.

Adams in a personal interview had reiterated a financial 
forecast for the U.S. based upon Jupiter-Uranus cycles. The 
following year, 1928, it would prove incorrect, but her advice 
was sound as the Stock Market crash occurred in the fall of 
1929. We also see her chain of referrals, as Robert Edmond 
Jones had worked with Arthur Hopkins for many years and 
had recommended Evangeline to O’Neill. This account is also 
likely to be rather accurately recorded since Agnes wrote to 
her husband immediately after the reading. 

It appears that O’Neill took Evangeline’s advice seriously. The 
Theater Guild had been considering a production of O’Neill’s 
plays Marco Millions and Strange Interlude but would not 
make a commitment to Strange Interlude until he trimmed 
the script. O’Neill subsequently pushed for the producers to 
accept his work, and visited New York himself the following 
month, when the Guild placed both plays under option.

Though he had earned only about $3,000 in royalties for 
his published plays each year during 1924 and ’25, in 1926 
O’Neill’s income jumped to $7,000. Adams’ forecast may have 
been at least partially correct, as O’Neill’s income increased 
even more, to $12,000, in 1927.

With Venus in Pisces and Neptune rising, Evangeline Adams’ 
practice evolved, was varied, and may have included divination. 
But these personal accounts are in some ways consistent. Her 
clients were impressed with their readings and put faith in her 
judgment: Evangeline Adams was a professional who knew 
her techniques and inspired confidence.

Evangeline Adams: astrologer to the stars

Eugene O'Neill Natal Chart
16 Oct 1888 NS, Tue 01:30 EST +5:00 New York, NY

40°N42'51'' 074°W00'23'' Geocentric Tropical Placidus Mean Node Rating: DD
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This is an extract from Karen Christino’s book 
Foreseeing the Future: Evangeline Adams and 
Astrology in America (Stella Mira Books), priced on 
Amazon at £9.95 (pb) and £4.58 (Kindle) at time of 
editing.

Chart Data:

Evangeline	Adams:	8	February	1868,	8:30	am	LMT	in	Jersey	City,	
New Jersey. The date is from her birth record, and the time from 
her father’s diary, quoted in The Bowl of Heaven. 

Tallulah Bankhead: 31 January 1903, 9:00 pm, Huntsville, 
Alabama. Astro-Databank quotes “about 9:00 pm” from Bankhead, 
given by Jensen in World Astrology, July 1951.

Arthur	Hopkins:	4	October	1878,	Cleveland,	Ohio	(from	Wikipedia,	
no time available).

Joseph Campbell: 26 March 1904, 7:25 pm, in White Plains, New 
York (from his mother). 

Eugene	O’Neill:	16	October	1888,	New	York,	New	York.	Lois	M.	
Rodden quoted Arthur and Barbara Gelb’s Eugene O’Neill, p. 55 
for	“a	Tuesday	afternoon…”	but	apparently	there	is	not	a	specific	
recorded time. Astro-Databank cites Drew for a time of 1:25 am.

Sources:

Adams, Evangeline, The Bowl of Heaven, Dodd, Mead & Co., NY, 
1926.

Adams, Evangeline, Astrology for Everyone, Dodd, Mead & Co., NY, 
1931.

Bankhead, Tallulah, My Autobiography, Harper & Brothers, NY, 
1952.

Karen Christino’s books include Foreseeing 
the Future: Evangeline Adams and Astrology 
in America (a biography updated in 2019); 
What Evangeline Adams Knew: A Book of 
Astrological Charts and Techniques; and The 
Precious Pachyderm: An Evangeline Adams 

Mystery. Her latest, Tecumseh’s Curse: Indigenous Wisdom, 
Astrology and the Deaths of U.S. Presidents looks at history 
and prophecy and analyses inauguration charts, the 2021 
presidential term and the Jupiter and Saturn in Aquarius 
era to come. Karen writes the “Celestial Forces” column for 
Edgar Cayce’s Venture Inward magazine, has written articles 
for numerous astrology journals and horoscope columns 
for Glamour, Cosmopolitan and Modern Bride magazines. 
Website: Karenchristino.com.

Evangeline Adams: astrologer to the stars

Hopkins, Arthur, “Letters to a Lonely Boy”, Ladies Home Journal, 
August 1937.

Israel, Lee, Miss Tallulah Bankhead, G.P. Putnam’s Sons, NY, 1972.

Jones, Marc Edmund, The Sabian Symbols in Astrology, Sabian 
Publishing Society, NY, 1953.

Larsen, Stephen and Robin, A Fire in the Mind: the Life of Joseph 
Campbell, Doubleday, NY, 1991.

Sheaffer, Louis, O’Neill: Son and Artist, Little, Brown and Company, 
Boston, 1973.

Smith, J. Heber, M.D., “Man in His Relation to the Solar System”, 
The Arena Volume	15,	December	1895.

Vorel, Iris, Ad Astra, Uranian Press, NY, 1933.
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The fixed stars (projected on the zodiac) are very important 
in forecasting. Unfortunately, this is still too much ignored. 
Adding them to your prediction toolbox more than doubles 
your predictive power! A good example is the recent election 
of Joe Biden as US president: without involving the fixed stars 
a lot of crucial information simply remains invisible. 

In analysing the progressions in the traditional way, I shall 
use the movements of the Luminaries (the Sun and the 
Moon), the angles (primary directions of the Ascendant and 
MC) and the Parts of the Luminaries (the Parts of Fortune and 
the Sun). These are the most important factors and you do not 
need much more to see the main line of development in a life. 
First thing to notice is that MC is moving over Antares, the 
intensely red and martial Heart of Scorpio, “burning bright 
in the forests of the night”, as William Blake had it. Antares 
as Heart of the Scorpion is its essence, an extremely powerful 
killer-star. The Scorpion is the poisonous beast sent by the 
gods to finish off the successful but boastful, arrogant Hunter 
Orion; it is the ‘Death Star’ ending cycles.

Who or what is going to be put to an ‘end’? Will it be Biden’s 
career? Or is he the Scorpion dealing the deathblow to an 
Orion? It is all about roles. To see ‘boastful’ Donald Trump 
as Orion in this story seems obvious, so this means Joe Biden 
will ‘kill’ Orion-Trump. In working with the fixed stars, the 
associated myth is of crucial importance. One’s role in the 
mythological scenario (given by context) determines how the 
prediction will turn out. If you know your stars, you can even 
consciously try to emphasise a positive role.

Other bright important stars confirm Biden’s victory. The 
Part of Fortune is near Achernar, the powerful benefic and 
successful Mouth of the River, a star of a Jupiter nature with 
undertones of usurpation. Orion (Trump) accused his killer-
Scorpion (Biden) of stealing the election. A myth can show 
itself in many ways. The Part of the Sun (the ‘reversed Taurus’ 
symbol) is on Altair, the main star in the Eagle, the royal bird 
soaring up to heaven. The Part of the Sun represents the solar 
essence, quite relevant to an aspiring president. Because of 
its formula (Ascendant + Sun – Moon) it moves backward 
through the signs. It will soon enter Capricorn, activating its 
ruler Saturn. Saturn is strong in Biden’s natal chart placed on 
Aldebaran, the mighty Bull’s Eye. This looks good for Biden! 

Long before November 2020 I forecast that Donald Trump 
would lose the election, so this is not easy ‘post-diction’. 

The movement of the secondary progressed Moon through 
the lunar mansions adds to the positive picture. The lunar 
mansions are to some extent constellational ‘star houses’: the 
precessed positions should be used. 

At the moment of Biden’s victory, the Moon was in the lunar 
mansion Al Sad Al Suud, ruled by the Aquarius star Sadalsuud, 
aka ‘Luckiest One of the Lucky’. The associated image is that of 
a woman breast-feeding: Aquarius will pour out the beneficial, 
distilled sweet water. The planetary mansion ruler is Saturn 
strong in Biden’s natal chart, so it will work out well for him. 
The keywords are: “Good luck and increase of prevailing, 
fertile proliferation”.

However, with the Ascendant moving towards the nasty South 
Node, the place of sacrifice, it seems his luck will be running 
out later this year. We should never forget that the Scorpion 
also has a poisonous tail.       

Oscar Hofman is a traditional astrologer from The 
Netherlands. His book, Fixed Stars in the Chart, 
is published by The Wessex Astrologer. E-mail: 
oshofman@xs4all.nl. He writes a weekly fixed star 
blog in English on pegasus-advies.com/blog.

Fixed stars 
by Oscar Hofman

Killing Orion: the election of Joe Biden
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Roy Gillett, AA President:
Love of life and its endless possibilities became your way when 
you spent time with Chris McRae. My first memory of her was 
of a lady in her seventies, a passenger in an open-top white 
sports car, driven by a handsome younger man. We were a 
group together for an off-campus dinner one evening during 
the ISAR 2000 Conference. After the meal, Chris joined the 
paddling in the sea, laughing, falling back on the sand and 
getting up again. Chris was small in stature with excited, 
glittering eyes. Her husband Don, she told me, had been much 
taller; convenient to pull her up the rock faces which they 
loved to climb together. 

Through her long life, events had led to her needing metal 
implants. “My bionics set off the security scanners at the 
airport”, she once told me with a mischievous sparkle in 
her eye. Not surprising, when we learn from her colleague 
and friend Ray Merriman that “she enjoyed downhill skiing, 
mountain climbing, motorcycle trials competition, fly fishing, 
scuba diving, and golf”. 

Could her Aquarian Sun, with Aries Ascendant and its ruling 
Mars near-exact the Midheaven, be anything to do with it?

Astrology has been blessed and grown greatly from how Chris 
poured her boundless, resilient and indefatigable courage into 
its development and growth. Ray Merriman and she worked 
together as ISAR President and Vice-President respectively 
through many of its major growth years. Just below are extracts 
from Ray’s obituary written for ISAR which is available in full 
on Facebook.

…But her passion in life was astrology and the hundreds 
of astrology students she taught. She was still teaching at 
the end of 2020!

She was the founder and ‘President for Life’ of the 
Edmonton Astrological Society…Vice-President to the 
ISAR Board of Directors for two decades and… Chair of 
the ISAR Certification program for several years. She 
was also the recipient of the UAC Regulus Award for 
‘Professionalism in Astrology’ in 2012. In 2016, she was 
given the title of ISAR Emerita, the first such honour 
bestowed upon anyone.

After community work with AFAN…she joined ISAR in the 
late 1990s…her work on the creation and implementation 
of ISAR’s Competency exam was phenomenal. Very few 
people know of the long hours over many years she put 
into bringing together the leading astrology teachers of the 
world, sharing their ideas with one another, developing a 
curriculum that would cover the major subject areas that 
they discussed, and then – especially with the help of 
Monica Dimino, Maureen Ambrose and Richard Smoot – 
creating the Competency Exam of the ISAR Certification 
model. It was a huge task. And I suspect that today, only 
Chris could have completed such a large undertaking.

She became an ISAR Ethics Awareness Training workshop 
leader as well as an ISAR Consulting Skills Trainer. She 
administered the Competency Exam and Consulting 
Skills training to hundreds of astrologers from Canada, 
the United States, Brazil, Argentina, Serbia, Russia, 
Turkey, Portugal, and China, to name a few….

I got to know Chris really well as a fellow peer-group facilitator 
at the Organization for Professional Astrology workshop 
retreats in Florida and New Mexico through the first two 
decades of the 21st century. The unique experience of small 
group-sharing and large group feedback transformed lives, 
not only for the retreat participants but also for the clients 
they were to serve over the years to come.

Memories of

Chris McRae
Born 29 January 1927, 10:13 am, Rosetown, Canada
Passed on 28 December 2020

In this tribute to Chris McRae, we include memories of her 
from Roy Gillett, Öner Döşer and Margaret Cahill

An acclaimed astrologer, lecturer and author, Chris McRae had a lively consulting practice in Edmonton, Canada, and 
overseas. As publisher The Wessex Astrologer records on its website: “Chris packed vast astrological experience into over 
45 years as a consultant, teacher, author and international lecturer for major conferences in many different countries 
around the world. She developed a multi-level, semester-structured course that taught natal astrology as well as mundane 
astrology in many of its facets: horary, electional and relocation”. In addition to other books, she wrote Geodetic Astrology 
for Relocating and World Affairs, her third title. Awards included FCA Uranus Award for Innovation, AFA book award in 
2002, ISAR Life-Time Achievement Award in 2014 and UAC Regulus Award in 2012. Chris served on the ISAR Board of 
Directors as Vice-President, Chair of the International Council, and Chair of Certification.
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Memories of Chris McRae

I will never again see Chris and her regular conference 
roommate and colleague, Monica Domino, walking to 
breakfast or maybe relaxing together over a meal after a long 
day’s teaching. Not again be able to sit down with them to 
share their still-youthful excitement of possible new projects, 
after decades contributing to astrology. Yet the strength of the 
image remains in my mind as a spur to continue to do more, 
so that the wonder of astrological art/science can continue to 
bring healing understanding in the world.

Öner Döşer (onerdoser.com), founder of 
the School of Astrology in Turkey:
I first met Chris McRae in 2004 when she came to Istanbul. 
Chris visited our Astrobil Astrology Association at my dear 
teacher Hakan Kırkoğlu’s invitation. And I showed her around 
the Grand Bazaar along with Merih Akalın and Hakan. For 
me, it was pretty pleasant and flattering. Her sympathetic 
attitude, wisdom and modesty earned my respect. 

My next meeting with Chis took place at a cocktail party for the 
opening of the OPA Retreat event held in Utah in 2017. I was 
one of 12 group leaders that included Chris McRae. Despite 
the passing of 13 years since we’d last met, she immediately 
recognised me and warmly embraced me. She said, “Öner, I’ve 
missed you so much, how are you?” I was very surprised that 
she recognised me immediately. She paid me compliments 
and said, “You look very good”, and gazed over me attentively, 
adding, “Your shoes look very elegant”. I never forgot that. It 
was such a warm and pleasant encounter.

Aside from the group workshops we did during the OPA 
Retreat, there were seminars. And Chris attended my 
presentation ‘Planet arrays, Sun activities and their effects 
on our lives’. The OPA Retreat ended a couple of days later 
and everyone was preparing to go back home. As I was saying 
goodbye to people, Chris (who was having a dinner with Roy 
Gillett and his wife Carolyn) stood up and modestly said, “You 
made such a good presentation touching on the scientific 
foundation of astrology, I really enjoyed it. Congratulations”. 
That attitude holds a dear place in my heart. 

She was an astrology master, and I will always appreciate her 
words to me. On a very recent TV show I related the above 
story not knowing of her passing — which I learnt about a few 
days later. She was such a precious person. May she rest in 
peace! 

She was among the cognoscenti of the astrology community. 
I remember her with respect. She contributed hugely to the 
improvement of astrology and shared her long experience 
limitlessly and with love.

Margaret Cahill owns The Wessex 
Astrologer publishing company 
(wessexastrologer.com):
It was with great sadness that I heard of the passing of Chris 
McRae on 28 December, just short of her 93rd birthday. She 
first contacted me in January 2015 with a view to publishing 
her book, Geodetic Astrology for Relocation and World 
Affairs; I was struck by how lightly she carried her immense 
knowledge, gained from over 45 years of consulting, teaching 
and writing astrology. I leapt at the chance to publish such 
a highly regarded and popular astrologer, and as we worked 
through the book I was impressed by her energy, grace and 
fortitude in the face of requests for yet more edits and sharper 
charts. 

I soon discovered that Chris threw herself into every area of 
her busy life with just as much enthusiasm. She had been 
teaching astrology since 1970, combining it with a consulting 
practice that was based in her hometown of Edmonton, 
Canada, but which reached out to clients worldwide. In 
1977 she founded the Edmonton Astrological Society, later 
becoming Past President and then Honorary Life President. 
Chris went on to lecture at conferences held by UAC, ISAR, 
AFA and NCGR in the USA, the AA (UK), ARGO (SA) and the 
FAA (Australia). She thrived on creating opportunities for 
learning, starting with AFAN, then moving onto ISAR where 
she helped to develop a curriculum which culminated in the 
Competency Exam of the ISAR Certification Model. 

Chris continued her insatiable quest for knowledge by training 
as a workshop leader for the ISAR Ethics Awareness and 
Consulting Skills modules and in doing so reached hundreds 
of students internationally. She also served on the Board of 
Directors for the AFA, ISAR, UAC and AFAN. Her increasing 
age didn’t in the least seem to diminish her light; at the time of 
her passing she had a packed schedule of webinars organised, 
and clearly had no plans to slow down. 

I am humbled to have worked with such an astrological 
powerhouse and I’ll greatly miss our communications. Fly 
high and well, Chris, you have joined an elite band in the stars.

Left: Chris McRae’s new book can be bought at mmacycles.com 
Right: This title can be bought at The Wessex Astrologer: wessexastrologer.com
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Report from Planet Fashion

By Christina Rodenbeck

Fish-tailed and free? Neptune’s lockdown look

As our lives continue to be constricted under these powerful 
Saturn transits, Neptune (the god of fashion) is showing us 
how there is an escape hatch, a back door, a whiff of crazy 
freedom.

We’ve been in lockdown a long time now. And to put it gently, 
fashion has evolved. Well maybe some of us are still dressing 
in crisply ironed shirts and snappily tailored trousers — I 
guess — but the vast majority of us have gone from relaxed to 
slovenly to imperturbably eccentric.

The full lockdown wardrobe can be thrillingly limited, since 
wearing the same pair of leggings and the same pilled sweater 
for months on end is absolutely fine these days. Who knows 
what you’re wearing behind closed doors — maybe you’re in 
granny’s combie. Still, it’s generally goodbye belts, buckles, 
zipper; hello, elasticated waist. Goodbye high heels, platforms, 
lace-ups; hello slippers. The effects of lockdown are a loosening 
of the collar, an expansion at the waist, a spreading of the feet.

From the waist down, we are billowing, relaxed. Could this 
be Neptune in Pisces? Are we all, after a fashion, turning into 
mer-people — fish-tailed and free?

The fashionable silhouette always morphs back and forth 
between sharp and soft, rigid and loose. Think of it as 
swinging between loose generous Jupiter, the kaftan say, and 
strict Saturn, the three-piece suit; between the satin and silk 
of the cavaliers, and puritan stiffness. The body beneath has 
also been more-or-less constricted — from Saturnian corsets 
and uplift bras to Jupiterianly comfy Calvin Klein singlets that 
expand with one’s own girth. 

Currently, we’re letting it all hang out. Pisces recognises no 
boundaries after all. 

During the last tour of Neptune in Pisces, the bloomer craze of 
1851 swept through the United States. Bloomers were inspired 
by the trousers worn by Turkish women. Remember those 
pyjama bottoms you’re wearing are named after comfy Indian 
leggings worn by men and women for the last few centuries 
at least. In that same year, the hygienist Mary Gove Nichols 
wrote a Declaration of Independence from the Despotism 
of Parisian Fashion, advocating throwing out the corset and 
letting some fresh air in.

On this side of the Atlantic, during that Neptune in Pisces 
decade of the 1850s, the women of the Pre-Raphaelite circle 
adopted ‘Artistic Dress’, which did away with corsets and 
cinched waists in favour of loosely fitting robes. The Pre-
Raphaelites looked back to a mythical medieval past for 
inspiration, wearing jewel-like colours and luxuriant textures. 

At the time, it was seen as ridiculously avant-garde, but it was 
to influence fashion for decades.

It seems that our lockdown fashion is echoing some of that 
freedom. Even if you can’t leave the house, your waist spreads 
freely under your pyjamas.

And then there are the shoes. One of the most notable themes 
of fashion in the past ten years is the divergence in footwear. 
Celebrities and princesses have worn higher and higher 
shoes; shoes so high that they deform the feet like Chinese 
foot binding. Compare the footwear of Catherine, Duchess 
of Cambridge, to that of Princess Diana, and you’ll see what 
I mean. But at the same time, footwear for the plebs got 
noticeably comfier. Sneakers ruled.

Since Pisces rules the feet, you might expect this focus on 
footwear. But who would have guessed that our feet would be 
allowed to turn into fishy flippers as they spread gently in their 
slippers? Who will ever want to tie a shoelace again? And will 
women really clamber back into Louboutins? 

The answer to the latter is a resounding “yes”. Christian 
Louboutin was born with lucky Jupiter in Pisces: no wonder 
he’s big in the world of shoes. So, he’ll be having a Jupiter 
Return in 2022. By which time, we may have made our way 
out the front door and staggered to the curb to hail a cab. 

Meanwhile, enjoy your time as a boundless Neptunian blob. It 
won’t last forever.

Christian Louboutin Natal Chart
7 Jan 1963, Mon 00:45 CET -1:00 Paris, France

48°N49' 002°E21' Geocentric Tropical Placidus Mean Node
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What I want to show you enlivens the continuing 
speculation about Diana Spencer’s true birth time. I find 
Astro*Carto*Graphy (A*C*G) to be a valuable…tool for 
working with speculative birth data, especially when there are 
several possible times given. There are several ways that birth 
times have come about for Diana Spencer. I have the two maps 
and the two horoscopes that are commonly used for her. The 
material I will present…via her A*C*G and her natal map(s) 
leans strongly toward the earlier birth time, giving her Libra 
rising. When you see her relationship with France, Alexandria, 
Florida, Italy, Angola, Somalia, and Romania — indeed, all the 
various places with which she is strongly affiliated — you may 
think a bit differently about her chart. The Sagittarius rising 
chart may not be the final answer.

Diana: Sagittarius rising
Here is the most commonly accepted chart with Sagittarius 
rising. In Geoffrey Cornelius’ book, The Moment of Astrology, 
he writes about the difficulty of conflicting times and reading 
the wrong chart.1 Because of Diana Spencer’s unique situation 
[of having been] married to Prince Charles, coupled with the 
fact that she sought guidance and advice from astrologers and 
psychics and various alternative healers, several times have 
been given for her birth. Both of the times I am going to work 
with…were given by her to both the media and to astrologers. 
For some reason everybody seems very fond of the Sagittarius 
rising chart set for 7:45 pm. This time was quoted by her in the 
press. Yet another time, given at some other stage to another 
astrologer in confidence, was issued. Thus, there are two 
primary contenders for the horoscope of Diana. 

We will look at the Libra rising chart set for 2:15 pm after 
discussing the Sagittarius rising chart.

To me this chart is not particularly strong. We have no 
angularity nor any weight in the family sections of the 
horoscope. There are no indicators here of anything particularly 
outstanding that would [describe] the degree of power that 
lived within and around this young woman. There really wasn’t 
anything about her that made me consider her as Sagittarius 
rising (none of the exuberance, forthrightness, clumsiness, 
spontaneity, carelessness, and puella-ness that Sagittarius 

Astro*Carto*Graphy 
in the rectification of 

Diana’s chart
Erin Sullivan

In this extract from Erin Sullivan’s reissued book Where in the World? the 
rectification tool of Astro*Carto*Graphy is applied to the disputed chart of Diana 

Spencer, Princess of Wales. Is Libra or Sagittarius the rising sign? The author 
reaches a surprising conclusion. This essay is part of a seminar given in 1997 

shortly after the princess’ death and includes audience interaction

Diana, Princess of Wales Natal Chart
1 Jul 1961, Sat 19:45 BST -1:00 Sandringham

52°N50' 000°E30' Geocentric Tropical Placidus Mean Node

(Some abbreviations have been altered to conform with charts and maps recast in Solar Fire for this piece. 
Tenses in places have also been altered.)
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Astro*Carto*Graphy in the rectification of Diana’s chart

Left: Astro*Carto*Graphy map
for Diana's Sagittarius Ascendant

ascending presents. Arguments for 
Sagittarius rising are many. One is 
that because Uranus, Mars and Pluto 
are in the 8th, she would die “a violent 
death”. This is not a valid delineation: it 
has no merit and insults us, as sensible 
people to think along those lines. Other 
arguments run like this: she is athletic, 
interested in travel, has an international 
reputation, is naïve. However, I don’t 
see the Ascendant in the same light.

We can read into the house positions for 
her aspects in the Sagittarius rising chart. 
Sun and Mercury are in the 7th: married 
to royalty, [she had] a strong husband 
who carried her own projected solarism. 
The Moon is in the 2nd opposite to Uranus 
in the 8th: wide mood swings, thoughts 
of death and destruction, feelings widely 
separated from her experiences, a sense 
of isolation as a child, a cold, unloving 
background leading to cold, unloving 
family surroundings. Venus is in the 5th: 
a great love for her children, a “beautiful” 
person, a feminine icon. Neptune is in 
the 10th: everyone’s princess, a screen for 
the fantasies of the public. Astrology in 
retrospect is brilliant: it can fit anything. 
But there are the practical realities to 
attend to here and they are [the] precise 
measurements of time and space.

The strongest focus in the planetary 
array for Diana is her t-cross from Venus 
to the Moon-Uranus opposition. This 
t-cross exists in both charts, obviously. 
But I would expect to see it more 
prominent in her life, not only by looking 
at the houses in which it is found natally, 
but also in her A*C*G maps by finding 
living examples of what that t-cross 
symbolises. Firstly, it is a fixed cross 
with the sign of Scorpio in the ‘empty’ 
part of the cross. Passion and obsession 
are the ‘shadow’ function of this t-cross. 
The Moon-Venus split is the confusion 
of the feminine roles within herself as 
well as the confusion of the mother/
lover unity within each woman. Diana 
was a Venusian figure with a strong 
lunar content, but her marriage forced 
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the split. She became ‘wife’ to Charles and ‘mother’ while he 
retained ‘lover’ in the form of Camilla Parker-Bowles. Diana 
herself was a lover, too, but a spurned one. It would have been 
virtually impossible for her to marry the two aspects of the 
feminine: the lover and the wife in her marriage to Charles.

The Uranian involvement in the t-cross shows her rebellion, 
her need to individuate through the process of unveiling her 
multi  faceted feminine faces. And this she did, to the delight 
of the paparazzi who fed the prurient appetites of the common 
British (and the world’s, it seems) person. This powerful 
configuration exists in the Sagittarius rising chart in the 2nd, 
5th, and 8th houses. These are all succedent houses locked into 
the weakest parts of the chart. But in the Libra rising chart, 
the t-cross spans the family houses (4th and 10th) and Venus is 
in the 8th in Taurus, all speaking of a family inheritance and 
family issues. And I think we have to admit that all of Diana’s 
short life was bound up with family. Every curse and every 
blessing for her was family-originated.

Audience: Yes, that is right. She had to move through her 
own family and then to the most powerful family in England 
in order to come into her own sense of self. How interesting. 
She never escaped the family issues while alive. And I have 
the feeling that, had she married into the Fayed family, her 
situation might not have been that much improved, from a 
family standpoint, that is!

Erin: That also crossed my mind. From the frying pan into 
the fire, so to speak. The Fayed family would have been a 
tremendous burden after a while, wouldn’t it? More of the 
same, really, only of another culture. Anyway, those are the 
aspects in the chart. Now let’s see where the planet lines lie in 
the Sagittarius rising map.

Diana’s A*C*G map for Sagittarius rising [shown on 
p. 37]

Look for at Astro*Carto*Graphy map for the Sagittarius rising 
time. First of all, I am presenting a case for Sagittarius rising 
as we will see a number of significant lines running through 
important places in Diana’s life. I have to give credit where it is 
due, and there are some pretty lively things in the Sagittarius 
rising map.

I’ve focused on several places where we know for certain she 
had invested energy, time and love. One of them is England 
(where there are no lines at all in the Sagittarius rising map), 
one of them is France (where she has ME/DS through Paris) 
and another of them is Angola (where there is a NE/MC 
zenith point). Then there is Egypt where her VE/IC line passes 
directly through Cairo; Somalia where MA/DS and CH/AS 
run through; yet another is India (ME/IC through Bombay, 
and SU/IC through Madras and Sri Lanka); and yet another 
one, very recently, is Florida, where her SA/IC line passes 
through the southernmost tip.

Now, those are all pretty strong lines and interesting to say 
the least. We can read a lot into those, especially the Venus/IC 
line where her lover Dodi was born (in Alexandria) and where 
it was rumoured that she was to marry him in the near future. 
However, apparently, she and Dodi Fayed were looking for a 
“dream home” in Florida, and I thought that was kind of weird, 
because I would not expect someone to look for a dream home 
under a SA/IC line, especially since transiting Saturn is about 
to pass over her natal IC according to the Sagittarius rising 
chart (and therefore transiting the SA/IC line in A*C*G). 
Although Saturn transiting the IC could mean “the end of the 
life”, it isn’t exact enough and not really alive.

It seems odd to pick a place for a love-nest under a SA/IC line 
although one could muse that they never did get it and the idea 
was terminated. Now, transiting Neptune is currently about 
to turn stationary-retrograde conjunct her natal Saturn which 
could have ‘dissolved the plan’. The Neptune transit means 
that every SA/IC and SA/MC line is experiencing the transit 
of Neptune, both precisely along the MC/IC lines and crossing 
the AS/DS lines in key places. There is also Sarajevo and her 
concern over the war-torn starving populace, especially the 
children.

She went to Angola as well as a peace diplomat, showing 
concern for the lost and disaffected. Now, the lines running 
through Somalia (of land-mine fame) are Mars/Descendant 
and North Node/Descendant, both of which are closely aligned 
with her Chiron/Ascendant line. Running right through the 
dot of Paris, in this map, is her Mercury/Descendant line. 
A lot of people said that it made sense that Mercury was on 
the Descendant in Paris, because she was killed in a taxi or 
a chauffeured limousine, ruled by Mercury. That’s a bit weak 
given the whole of her life and experiences — and Mercury 
rules many things other than taxicabs! In this chart, she has 
ME/IC and SU/IC lines running through India. India was 
very important because she had a strong affinity with Mother 
Teresa, real or otherwise.

But remember, there are likely to be lines running through 
part of any country for all of us. This does not mean we are 
‘there’, but it is important to see the number of accurately 
described lines that make exact contact with places that have 
real significance.

Audience: There is also that photo of her outside the Taj 
Mahal.

Erin: Yes, sitting alone, a very well-framed photo, redolent 
with the image of her aloneness, isolation and interiority. 
Then there’s also the recent photo of her out in the September 
1997 issue of Vanity Fair where she is at the opening of the 
Indian Temple in north London. She has the traditional stain 
on her forehead, wearing the beautiful flower necklaces, 
looking lovely and natural as usual. Now, as I mentioned, Dodi 
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was born in Egypt, in Alexandria, which is where she has her 
VE/IC line passing through in this chart. To me this is the 
strongest point for the Sagittarius rising time, but it is the only 
really strong indicator. That is a classic contact, isn’t it? 

Then there is Cape Town, South Africa, where her brother 
Charles Spencer now resides. [He has since moved back to 
the UK — editor.] We are still resonating to his funeral eulogy 
wherein he promised to foster her spirit, her essence, her 
soul, her wishes, her dreams — and particularly her children. 
Hmm. All of those are Neptune-like attributes. Essentially, the 
Earl’s promise to nurture and nourish her sons as she would 
have wanted, the cry from his heart about her “blood family” 
seeing to her wishes — this could be from the Neptune/MC 
line. It could be the spiritual call, the wish fulfilled, the brother 
continuing the dream, since Neptune rules her 3rd house of 
siblings in the Sagittarius rising chart. I really don’t know. 
There is acceptable and workable action around important 
places with this time of 7:45 pm. It’s possible that this is 
the right time, but something does not quite click. It is not a 
revelation.

Diana: Libra rising
Let’s look at the Libra rising chart set for 2:15 pm at 
Sandringham and also at the A*C*G map based on that 
time. Now, this A*C*G map is considerably different from 
the previous one. It shows a great deal more evidence of 
her personal contacts to locations as well as her global 
affiliations and attraction in significant places in the world. 

Astro*Carto*Graphy in the rectification of Diana’s chart

Diana, Princess of Wales Natal Chart
1 Jul 1961, Sat 14:15 BST -1:00 Sandringham

52°N50' 000°E30' Geocentric Tropical Placidus Mean Node

However, let’s look at the natal horoscope first, and then 
correlate it to the A*C*G map.

This horoscope has a considerable amount of weight which 
portrays more of Diana’s presence than the Sagittarius 
ascending chart. It places 4th-house Saturn 1° from the IC, 
and Jupiter and the Moon are in the 4th house as well. That 
explains a lot to me about the family and dynastic lineage. 
She comes from an aristocratic family, one which antedates 
the royal family itself. Indeed, it is a more aristocratic family 
than the one from which…the Prince of Wales originates. 
Those three planets in her 4th house are carrying a large 
responsibility not only for the family of origin and for the 
dynastic line but also for the collective family as it is seen 
in the public.

The Moon is a repository for the maternal legacy, the long 
line of women in her genetic origins and it is why she stands 
today as an exemplar of women in the collective. Her own 
mother [was] a rebel, leaving the home and children to 
marry her lover. The Moon is opposite Uranus in the 10th 
house, an absent, cut-off relationship to the mother and 
feelings of being “alone” in the home. For all the criticism of 
Charles’ inability to get in touch with his feelings, I cannot 
say that Diana’s Moon is a particularly warm one. She is a 
Cancer woman and thus has the nurturing and managerial 
capacities of that sign, but the Moon-Uranus (especially 
from Aquarius to Leo and compounded by the square from 
Venus in the 8th) really denotes a woman in a quandary 
about her own feelings. She may well have thought she 
could actually put up with the archaic arrangements of 
her new royal family and her husband-to-be-king, but she 
couldn’t.

The unorthodoxy contained within the Moon-Uranus-
Venus symbolism is externalised dramatically through a 
social channel, using the base of the ‘family’ as the root 
(4th house/IC) and the 10th house/MC as her expression 
of originality and social reform. Divorcing a prince is 
not an everyday act. Were this just a 100 years ago, she 
would likely have been shut up in the proverbial Tower; or 
beheaded if it were a 150 years ago. Such a troublesome 
woman! Such an iconoclast, but with a good, strong 
conservative streak: Cancer to the rescue of her mad Moon. 
In time, Diana became a spokeswoman for undervalued 
women all over the globe. Her main thrust, once she gained 
a sense of self, became focused on her role as a mother and 
as a woman of influence in the caring professions: from 
volunteer work in hospitals and hospices to global interest 
in protecting children, women, the disaffected, ill, persons 
with AIDS and the starving.

She confessed to an eating disorder (the Moon) and this eating 
disorder stemmed from family dysfunction. Her manner of 
‘curing’ bulimia was to go to the centre of her created and 
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adopted family and slay the Minotaur 
that was repressing feeling. The lack of 
feeling she experienced in her family 
of origin was writ large in her marriage 
family, the House of Windsor. The 
Moon opposite Uranus in the chart, 
especially from the 4th to the 10th house, 
exemplifies the split between home and 
social position in the families, both 
the family of origin and the family by 
marriage. Her deepest needs for love and 
nurture were famously ignored and her 
mother left her and her siblings with the 
father when Diana was very young. This 
led into her selection of a chosen family 
which also demonstrated a split-off, 
dysfunctional emotional tone.

The Prince of Wales has a singleton 
Uranus retrograde, and in tune with that, 
a distinct difficulty in both connecting to 
his feelings and demonstrating them. 
But it is now apparent, with hindsight, 
that Charles did not love Diana at all. 
Indeed, he fulfils the long line of royal 
patriarchy, marrying politically and 
loving extramaritally. An echo of the 
ancient story of Jason and Medea lies 
here in the House of Windsor.

What better expresses a lonely and 
sad childhood home life, leading into 
a loveless but socially powerful, formal 
and highly influential marriage (as 
an extension of that family of origin) 
than her Saturn/IC with the Moon and 
Jupiter in the 4th? Saturn in the 4th house, 
near the IC in this chart, speaks about 
her feelings of guilt, apprehension, 
invalidity, insecurity and fear — all 
family-based. Saturn devoured his 
creations, his children. I have associated 
this with eating disorders also: the 
hunger within and the revulsion toward 
the body and its ordinary functions. With 
Venus in Taurus in the 8th house [we 
can say this]: her sexual dissatisfaction 
and betrayal (that fed the Minotaur and 
obsessive-compulsive behaviour), food 
issues and nurturing issues all rose to 
the foreground of her personality.

Left: Astro*Carto*Graphy map for Diana's 
Libra Ascendant 
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Carrying the responsibility of breaking down the system 
of traditional aloofness and lack of emotional display (and 
indeed, the complete lack of feeling-tone displayed by the 
royal family) almost destroyed her. But her lunar power rose 
to save herself and her children. In a sense, she fulfilled her 
destiny which now seems to be simple. She was imported into 
the royal family for the purpose of deconstructing it from the 
inside. She was both circuit-breaker and scapegoat, and using 
those hard tools, she worked magic. That Saturn in the 4th 
house in England will find itself precisely on the IC in Paris! Is 
that where she completed her task? Let’s progress.

In this chart, her natal Moon in the 4th exactly squares her natal 
Venus in the 8th. The aspect itself (which in the Sagittarius 
rising chart is from the 2nd to the 5th house) is a hard one to 
carry. When the Moon and Venus are square to each other, 
the feminine function is powerfully split or polarised (it’s the 
same with the opposition). The split between the exotic, erotic, 
beautiful and independent Venusian goddess figure and the 
nurturing, caring, Mummy-lunar side of the feminine is in 
some way creating a dichotomy. Inherently there is a difficulty 
with that aspect. From the 4th house of family of origin to 
the 8th house of the personal ancestors, it speaks of her own 
contemporary experience being linked to and nourished by 
her female ancestral legacy.

Her mother did leave the family at an early age (4th house). 
Thus, she was abandoned by her mother and suffered hugely 
each time she and her little brother Charles went to visit 
her and then returned to the father’s home. She became her 
brother’s mater soror, mother-sister, and she took on a 
tremendous amount of family responsibility. She loathed 
(as did the other siblings) their stepmother [Raine Spencer, 
Countess Spencer] whom they nicknamed Acid Raine. 
Her representative feminine archetypes in childhood and 
adolescence were pretty dire. And the little princess ballerina, 
who was far too tall and gawky to be a real ballerina, continued 
to incubate within, destined to flower as a real princess with a 
very large pea under the mattress.

In retrospect (although I was convinced of this before her 
death) her entire purpose in life, her fate, was to be fed to the 
royal family to revitalise and circuit-break a family system 
that was virtually lumbering towards extinction. Like the 
virgins to the Cretan Minotaur, she sailed to the centre of the 
labyrinthine head family of Britain. It is interesting that Queen 
Elizabeth II is a Taurus with Saturn singleton retrograde at the 
MC, right in the empty arm of Diana’s t cross opposing Diana’s 
Venus. A devourer of creative issue? A very convenient cast 
was set for this passion-play to dramatise itself on the world 
stage.

The sign of Libra rising is more the presentation that she 
gives to the world than Sagittarius: graceful, pastel, gentle, 
politically savvy, very strong, concerned about being loved 

both personally and collectively, anxious to please. Her 
political savvy is due to Libra’s association as the sign of the 
‘generals’ as well as the peacekeeper. She demonstrated very 
focused cardinal behaviour. When she was at the edge, she 
marshalled her forces and made calculated, strategic moves 
to disarm her ‘enemy’ and take them on in the public arena, 
the [BBC] Panorama interview being the most outstanding of 
these actions.

There is nothing flaky about this woman. She did not dart off 
at a moment’s notice without making it safe for her family. 
She was Cancerian about looking after the children. She did 
not crack in a ‘loose’ way; she did not blow it; in short, she 
possessed a control and a presence that a cardinal air sign 
rising evolves into in maturity. She made sure that she worked 
through her psychological problems, took responsibility for 
herself and her family and, in the end, as much as was possible, 
created a new, more balanced life. This is not Sagittarius rising 
behaviour. There were no careless, tossed-off, spontaneous 
flights or activity. Indeed, there was a massive control over self 
and image as well as a great longing for privacy and dignity. 
Her sad love-affairs, resulting from her pain of rejection in 
marriage, are simply that: the sad affairs of a lonely woman, 
any lonely woman. All the archetypal and mythic action in 
her life had to do with self-worth, presentation, issues with 
the maternal, the madonna/whore complex, relationships, 
beauty, harmony, peace, matters of the heart, love, diplomacy. 
She actually declared that she would like to be an ambassador 
of love, of the heart. Libra, Libra, Libra.

The A*C*G map for Libra rising [shown on p. 40] 

Let’s look more closely at the A*C*G map set for the same time. 
What I am seeing is that Saturn in the 4th house in London 
becomes SA/IC in Paris, precisely. Royalty are not Uranus, 
Neptune or Pluto; they are Saturn. They are the highest that 
exist in the social hierarchy. On the Astro*Carto*Graphy map, 
the 1° difference between her natal Saturn and the IC of her 
chart is shifted to become an exact SA/IC line over in Paris, 
2° east of London. The SA/IC line is smack through the dot 
of Paris.

Her MO/IC line runs right through Greece where they spent 
some time: indeed, their last trip together. She loved Greece 
and was always boating around there and told a journalist 
friend that she would love to be able to live in Greece. The 
PL/MC line runs right through Somalia which was part of her 
campaign over land mines. The VE/DS line in Angola marks 
another very important place where she was known as the 
peacemaker, the peacekeeper, the spokesperson for harmony.

The SU/DS is the heroic aspect of oneself, sensing collective 
needs and meeting them, being a spokesperson for the 
underdog and the common people, identifying with one’s 
surroundings and being received well by the populace: 
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Diana has been portrayed as being involved with India’s 
concerns via her public persona with Mother Teresa. In the 
Libra rising map, Diana has NE/AS running through Albania 
where Mother Teresa was born. The two of them are linked, if 
mythically, but there has been a lot of projection by the media 
and the public on Diana’s and Mother Teresa’s similarities. 
With Neptune located in Diana’s 1st house natally, her persona 
is a shape-shifting thing, a perfect screen for others’ fantasy 
images. And Diana may well have perceived Mother Teresa 
as the feminine goddess, the ideal of her own spiritual goals.

The world has drawn a fantastic parallel between these two very 
different women. They are a fantasy in the minds of the world, 
a romanticised projection. The media loved to photograph 
them together, so very different in appearance, background 
and status, but sharing a common concern for world issues. 
There was a considerable amount of media management that 
focused on the two of them as paradoxical cohorts. Their 
deaths occurring so remarkably close together really serves 
the Crone and the Princess — the Kore and Demeter myth. 
Mother Teresa and Princess Diana did have a strong affinity, 
a natural one and there is a lovely photograph of them, Diana 
towering above her, elegant, leggy, and embracing.

Here is where astrology can be very tricky as this example 
will illustrate. In the Sagittarius rising map, Diana’s ME/IC 
line runs through Bombay whereas in the Libra rising map, 
her ME/DC line is smack through Bombay. It strikes me that 
Descendant lines speak more about a relationship with the 
public, being a spokesperson for the masses and reaching 
out to the world, than do IC lines. Indeed, in India, her Sun 
and Mercury lines are descending in the Libra chart whereas 
they are both IC lines in the Sagittarius rising chart. She never 
wanted to live in India, nor was she in any way associated with 
family or property there, so IC lines don’t seem appropriate. 
Similarly, through Madras and Sri Lanka, in the Sagittarius 
rising chart, is the SU/IC; but in the Libra chart it is the SU/
DS. What do we make of that?

Her PL/MC line through Somalia is where she strove to bring 
public attention to the land mine problem. I can certainly see 
that making sense: fighting, making a cause to remove old, 
undetonated land mines and prevent the future use of land 
mines that risk all the inhabitants. This is now becoming an 
important cause and one which likely will bear her name.

Diana: creating the future
Let’s move to the C*C*G and some of the transits and 
progressions to see if we can find some more clarity. Her 
progressed Venus/Descendant line now passes right 
through the dot of Bombay and up through New Delhi 
and crosses the ME/IC line. Do you recall that in the 
Sagittarius rising chart, her SA/IC line ran through the 
tip of Florida? And there was talk of her and Dodi buying 
a “dream house” there? Well, in the Libra rising map, her 

NE/IC line is just seconds to the west of Miami, and her 
C*C*G shows her conjoined progressed SU/AS and ME/AS 
lines intersecting with her transiting JU/DS line. Her Sun/
Mercury progressions and Jupiter transits over the NE/IC 
line are more descriptive of a “dream home” than SA/IC 
with a Neptune transit, which is what the Sagittarius rising 
chart presents. I see the transiting JU/DS line crossing the 
progressed SU/ME/AS line right over Miami as alive with 
a progression of events leading to the possible discussion 
of purchasing some property of value in a foreign country. 
Certainly, it would not have been a thatched-roof shack, 
but a home of substantial means.

Now, do you recall that in the Sagittarius rising A*C*G, 
Diana’s VE/IC line ran through Alexandria where Dodi was 
born?

Audience: Yes, and in this one...Oh! The Descendant 
makes much more sense than the IC line as she may have 
had to live part-time there, but this is much stronger by 
suggestion. Yes, the VE/DS line runs through Egypt.

Erin: Right! The VE/DS line runs through Alexandria. 
That is much more descriptive of a lover, a beloved, a fiancé 
— Venus on the Descendant in Dodi Fayed’s  birthplace.

Okay, let us look at another key location in the world and 
compare the maps again. Her brother Charles, [who lived 
in Cape Town, South Africa, at the time] gave an emotional 
and electrifying speech cum eulogy at her funeral — and 
it seems to me he spoke directly from her Moon/IC line. 
When her brother said, “Your blood family will protect 
your sons”: does that sound like the Moon? Does that sound 
like the IC? There we have got it. Cape Town is flanked 
by Venus/Descendant and Moon/IC lines. And which is 
stronger?

Audience: East of the line Venus is, I guess, but the MO/
IC is near Port Elizabeth, and they have property in that 
whole southern tip, so they are all there.

Erin: Oh, I didn’t realise that. And it happens that her 
transiting JU/IC and progressed SU/MC lines both run 
right through Cape Town, very close to the natal map line 
of the MO/IC. The speech sounded to me like tribalism; 
it sounds like a call to war, really. Her sibling house is 
ruled by Jupiter, too. There was a resounding cheer from 
the people outside the cathedral at the funeral — first a 
stunned silence, then a rousing response from the people. 
It sounds like her brother felt compelled, in the middle of 
the night before the speech, to have written that emotional 
eulogy, coming all the way from Cape Town, so close to her 
MO/IC and UR/MC lines (because she has a Moon-Uranus 
opposition). Many critics of the eulogy said it was a “call to 
revolution”, a family war.
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Audience: Saturn/IC lines feel like responsibility to do 
with family.

Erin: You are right. In horary it is called “the end of the 
matter”. In classical astrology Saturn was death. He was 
the Grim Reaper, remember? Her family obligations begin 
with Saturn in her 4th house conjunct the IC natally and end 
in Paris where the SA/IC line is exact.

Audience: Did Mohamed Al-Fayed buy the possessions of 
Wallis Simpson from their house in Paris? I think he did, 
and that is very, very curious, isn’t it?

Erin: I didn’t know that. If so, then it is absolutely hair-
raising to see her Saturn in the 4th perfected at the IC in 
Paris. Though Diana herself may not have been the recipient 
of these possessions, it shows a strange attraction between 
the Fayeds and the royals. Also, Mohamed Al-Fayed has 
still been denied citizenship to the UK, even though he 
owns Harrods.

This is an extract from Where in the World? 
Astro*Carto*Graphy & Relocation by Erin 
Sullivan (republished by The Wessex Astrologer 
whose website is: wessexastrologer.com). Extract 
reproduced by kind permission.

Endnotes

1 The Moment of Astrology, Geoffrey Cornelius, Arkana, 
Contemporary Astrology Series, London, 1995. Currently out of 
print.
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The technology of travel is so original, it is said, that it 
requires a new planet to symbolise it. Most often Uranus is 
quoted in this regard and is particularly associated with space 
and air travel. Is travel then, in its essence, any different now 
when compared to that of previous ages? Does Bach’s music 
change its essence because it is stored on a CD or a vinyl 
disk or magnetic tape? The medium of its performance has 
changed, but the music itself essentially remains the same. So 
too with travel, simply movement from one place to another; 
the medium we choose to achieve that movement is not of the 
essence.

Our modes of travel may have changed, but the potential 
delays and risks have not. One that immediately springs to 
mind is that of the weather: we face delays and dangers in 
this regard in exactly the same way as did our forebears. We 
have exchanged highway robbers for ‘muggers’ and ‘road 
rage’, locking our cars from the inside as we travel. There are 
pirates in our age, too, although we tend to call them hijackers 
and terrorists. Added to this is our increased desire to travel 
causing traffic congestion in all modes of transport (a recent 
study has shown that traffic in [pre-Covid] London now moves 
at a slower pace than it did at the turn of the last century). 
Quite apart from the delays caused by congestion, the danger 
of collision is ever greater and nothing needs to be said of the 
inconveniences and dangers of mechanical failure. So, the 
dangers of travel are little different now, and perhaps in some 
respects are even increased.

The essential difference in modern travel is the energy used to 
propel the vehicle. However, this does not change the essential 
nature of travel, the astrological rulers of which being the 
Moon and Mercury (not Jupiter). A full explanation of this is 
not possible here, but suffice it to say that an examination of 
their movements will reveal this signification.

To demonstrate this idea astrologically, the principles of 
the Western predictive tradition will be applied to a chart 
of the 17th century and to three charts of the 20th century, all 
pertaining to travel. As will become clear, these principles deal 
with the essence of travel and so can be applied to it in any of 
its forms. The contemporary charts are well known relating as 
they do to events of some notoriety. 

The astrological principles are extracted from Christian 
Astrology by William Lilly (pp. 422 to 432 and pp. 157 to 161) 
and are those to which the comments in the following chart 
judgements refer. The former chapter deals with voyages in 
general through the 9th house whilst the latter deals with the 
safety and destruction of ships through the angular houses, 
particularly the 1st. The same rules will be applied to each of 
the charts, but in the first a detailed analysis is provided which 
will help to explain the method.

The Antelope’s departure from Plymouth to Tangier

Mars, Lord of the 9th house, is retrograde on 
the cusp of the 8th, thence casting a malicious 
quadrate to the Lord of the Ascendant which 
foreshadows great difficulties, obstructions and 
danger in the way, 

The 9th house is of special importance to these judgements 
because voyages belong to it. Thus, the astrologer begins his 
analysis by noting that Mars, ruler of the 9th is retrograde and 
conjunct the 8th cusp of death and danger. Mars is separating 
(it is retrograde) from the square of Saturn which rules the 
Ascendant.

There is no new thing 
under the sun

Sue Ward
William Lilly’s traditional rules on travel are applied to the charts of four 

voyages which ended in disaster

Charts are the author’s own
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4 February 1665 JC (4 February 1666 JC)1 
35′ before sunrise 

Plymouth (50° 23′ N, 4° 10′ W)  
50° 24′ N 

Lilly’s general comments are that if good planets either rule 
the 9th, are placed therein, or aspect its cusp without contact 
with the infortunes, then the outlook is good. With regard to 
the initial arguments, the reverse is true of this journey: Mars, 
a malefic, rules the 9th house and is in detriment, retrograde 
and conjunct the cusp of the 8th. The ruler of the Ascendant, 
along with the Moon, signifies the ship’s complement and 
cargo. So, the square from malefic Mars to Saturn is ominous.

“…and as the Lady of the 8th, or domus mortis 
[house of death] is on the very degree Ascending, 
so was the ship like to be lost, in the beginning 
of the voyage, and had perished no doubt, if 
the benevolent rays of Venus to Mars, and 
the fortunate presence of  Venus & Sun in the 
Ascendant had not interposed.”

Venus rules the 8th house and is positioned exactly on the 
rising degree, so he judges that the ship could have been lost 
at the beginning of the journey. He says that because the 
angles in these judgements are allotted to various parts of the 
journey: the Ascendant for the beginning, or setting forth; the 
MC for the middle part of the journey; the Descendant for the 
destination, and the IC for the return home. He reports that 
the following day a storm caused the breaking of the mainmast 
in the Bay of Biscay. There was great concern that, if they did 
not drown, they might be caught by their enemies.

Although Venus is an accidental infortune here because it rules 
an unfortunate house, it maintains its role as the lesser benefic, 
hence the argument that Venus is mollifying Mars’ destructive 
power by trine. For the same reason of amelioration, he notes 
the fortunate presence of Venus in the Ascendant. 

Where Lilly deals with the “Safety or Destruction” of a ship on 
page 157 in 1st-house matters, he says that the significators are 
the rising sign and the Moon for the ship and its cargo, and the 
ruler of that sign for the ship’s complement. 

Lilly sets forth the arguments for a chart erected for the time 
of the ship’s departure (p. 158) and he clearly states that the 
angles should be investigated. If the fortunes are found there 
then the ship is safe, as are its crew and cargo. However, in this 
chart, although the Ascendant is protected by the presence of 
Venus, Sun, and Jupiter, Venus remains an infortune because 
of its rulership of the 8th house, and Mars is in the 8th house. So, 
although the ship might not be destroyed, danger is promised 
and we see that in the astrologer’s further comments.

 “Next as the Lords of the Seventh and the sign 
intercepted therein, are both in the Ascendant, so 
did we meet enemies, with whom we fought;…” 

The Sun and Mercury rule the 7th house, Leo is on that cusp 
and Virgo is intercepted there, and as these planets are in the 
1st house it brings enemies of the ship to it.2 Not only did they 
meet enemies (the French), but they fought them. 

Lilly states that infortunes in angles imply some hindrance to 
the ship, specifically: “…if Mars doe afflict the Lords of the 
Angles, and Dispositor of the Moon, the Mariners will be in 
great feare of their Enemies, or of Pyrates or Sea-robbers, 
shall even tremble for feare of them:…” (p.159): Mars is in 
square to Saturn, ruler of the Ascendant and is in trine with 
Mercury, ruler of the 4th and dispositor of the Moon placed in 
Gemini.

“…and, by reason our significator was potent, 
more elevated and a superior Planet, likewise 
dispositor of their significators, we soon 
vanquished them and put them to flight.” 

The significator referred to is Saturn, ruler of the Ascendant, 
in its own sign of Capricorn. It is elevated above Mercury and 
the Sun,3 which are rulers of the 7th house, is stronger and 
disposits both. He is also noting that Saturn, whose orbit is 
superior to the Sun’s, thus has another advantage.

“The reason why we took none of them was 
because the second house is afflicted and Lord 
thereof very unfortunate; which also is the 
reason the ship got little in this voyage but 
rather suffered damage and loss….”

It was common practice to relieve a captured ship of its cargo 
or goods, and although the English fleet won this battle, they 
were unable to take any prizes because of bad weather. Mars 
rules the 2nd house and is in Libra, its detriment, is retrograde 
and in square of Saturn. This impedited and weak Mars is in 
opposition to the 2nd-house cusp. Lilly concurs that if the ruler 

There is no new thing under the sun
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of the 2nd is unfortunate it presents an argument of loss by the 
journey.

Five days after setting sail, another member of the English 
fleet collided with the Antelope causing damage to part of the 
stern (above water), and the loss of money and goods.

“Then for the length of the voyage in point of 
time, seeing the significators are half fixed and 
half movable, it should be neither longer nor 
shorter than ordinary, but indifferent, as it fell 
out.”

He does not specify which significators he is examining, but 
says that since they show contradictory arguments of the 
journey’s duration, it means that the return will be neither 
fast nor slow. Lilly, on the other hand, explains that if the 
ruler of the Ascendant, the dispositor of the Moon, or their 
dispositors are slow in motion, then the ship will be slow, and 
the reverse if those planets are fast. Using the calculations of 
the astrological software, the ruler of the Ascendant, Saturn, is 
fast, the Moon’s dispositor, Mercury, is slow,4 and Mercury’s 
dispositor is Saturn which, as already noted, is fast. These, 
too, are mixed significations.

“Lastly, considering the Medium Cœli and Lord 
thereof [Jupiter] who is essentially dignified 
and angular, and the cusp of the 10th irradiated 
by the sextiles of [Mercury, Mars] and [Venus] 
portended Honor and Fame to the Chief Officers 
or Commander as a Reward of their Courage 
and Conduct.”

Jupiter rules the 10th, is in its own sign of Pisces, and placed 
in the 1st house, while Mercury, Mars, and Venus are in sextile 
to the MC. From this he deduces a gain in reputation for the 
higher ranks or the commander of the Antelope, as a reward. 
Lilly does not deal with these matters in the previously 
mentioned sections of Christian Astrology; instead he 
concentrates purely on merchant shipping. However, he 
handles military matters in the chapter on the 7th house, and 
specifically on page 380: “Of Commanders in Armies, their 
abilities, fidelity, and whether by them Victory may be had 
yea or not, &c…”. Here Lilly says that a fortune in sextile or 
trine with the 10th argues that the commander is competent 
and that his officers are experts in their field. 

Twentieth century travel events
The following selection of event charts provides examples of 
air and space travel (all use Regiomontanus cusps). All three 
journeys ended in disaster, one through terrorism, the other 
two through mechanical failure. These charts are treated 
briefly, only highlighting the main points. An examination of 
charts for successful journeys would also be profitable, but 
space precludes that here.

Air Japan Flight 8119, following mechanical failure, 
crashed into a mountain killing 520 of its complement of 524. 
This accident has been designated as the world’s worst air 
disaster. The following chart is calculated for its departure.

The Ascendant and the Moon represent the aircraft and its 
cargo, while Saturn, the ruler of the Ascendant, symbolises 
the passengers and crew. Having malefic Saturn as the 
aeroplane’s significator is immediately unfortunate. It is a 
heavy, slow planet placed in a fixed sign which is unpromising 
for what should have been a fast journey by air. Saturn is also 
the natural significator of death and falls. 

The Moon is more helpful being in an air sign and disposited 
by Mercury, both planets naturally associated with travel. 
However, the Moon is below the horizon which provides 
a strong argument that this ship of the sky will sink. Its 
dispositor, Mercury, rules the unfortunate 8th house of death 
and is unhelpful. Placed in the 7th house, extremely weak 
and retrograde, it afflicts the body of the aeroplane by its 
opposition to the Ascendant. 

There is no new thing under the sun

JA8119, the aircraft involved in the accident, at Haneda Airport in 1984, one year 
before the crash
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It is possible to accept Jupiter, placed in the 1st, as significant of 
the aircraft, too. Its retrograde motion turns the plane around, 
and they were attempting to return having reported problems. 
It is notable that Mercury is afflicting Jupiter by opposition. 
Saturn and the North Node are afflicting by their presence the 
9th house of voyages, which Lilly describes as showing that the 
“way is evill” (p. 422).

More importantly, for a safe and speedy journey, the angles 
should remain free of infortunes. Unfortunately, Mercury (an 
accidental infortune) and Mars (a natural infortune) both 
afflict the 7th house of the destination. Chillingly, Leo, the 
sign on the 7th and that in which both Mercury and Mars are 
placed,  is associated with steep, rocky places, and the Moon’s 
sign of Gemini with mountains.

Pan Am Flight 103 crashed over the small town of Lockerbie 
in Scotland after a bomb it was carrying exploded. All 259 
people on board were killed along with 11 Lockerbie residents, 
killed by falling debris. The chart is set for its departure from 
London.

Another fixed sign rises, this time Leo, symbolising the 
aeroplane and its cargo along with the Moon. The Sun 
signifies the plane’s complement. Flight 103 is then disposited 
by Saturn which rules Capricorn and also rules the 7th of the 
destination and the 8th of death. Thus the 7th and 8th houses 
identify with each other, presenting an interpretation of the 
destination and death being one and the same. The Sun is 
below the horizon, offering an argument for its falling from the 
sky, and mutually applies by conjunction to Saturn, natural 
and accidental ruler of death and loss.

The Moon is again in Gemini, a sign it finds uncomfortable, 
but the air sign is helpful in air travel. Unfortunately, it 
immediately applies to Mars occupying the 10th house. Mars 
is the natural ruler of bombs and explosions, being in its own 
sign of Aries we can be sure that the end was swift. Lilly says 
of Mars dignified and in an angle that the craft will break up 
or be involved in a collision and that very great danger and 
damage will befall it. Mars in Aries locates the explosion or 
major damage to the front of the aeroplane, and in fact the 
nose of the plane separated from the rest. As Mars is in the 
10th, it signifies damage by fire or thunder and lightning.

The mission of the Space Shuttle Challenger 51-L lasted 
just 73 seconds when it disintegrated because of mechanical 
failure. Its entire crew of seven were killed. The following 
chart is erected for the time of its lift-off.

The fixed and earthly sign of Taurus rises describing a craft 
not fit for space travel. Its ruler, Venus, is in the fixed air sign 
of Aquarius and it is combust in the 10th. The Moon is below 
the horizon, repeating the earlier signification of “sinking”. 
It is also void of course by the traditional rule, and describes 
a journey of no great duration. Malefics rule the 10th and 7th 
houses, Saturn being in the 8th house (by the 5° rule).

There is no new thing under the sun

Pan Am Flight 103 wreckage
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Jupiter and Mars are working together in this matter. Jupiter 
is the ruler of the 8th house of death, but is disposited by 
Saturn placed in the 8th; they are in mutual reception by sign.

It is notable that the Sun, by nature the most powerful of all 
the planets, is burning up Venus. Also that the fault was found 
to be in the solid (fixed) rocket booster (Sun sextile Mars), 
with cold weather (Saturn) a contributory factor. The Sun 
forms a square aspect to the rising degree, as well as burning 
its ruler. The Moon, the shuttle, is damaged by its separating 
square of Saturn.

There is a great deal more in each of these charts to be 
considered, but it is clear that the essence of travel has not 
altered, so neither should the astrology. 

Astrology expresses the unchanging essence of things.

© 2004-2021 Sue Ward.

Endnotes

1. Allowance needs to be made for the year’s change at the 
end of March during this period. So, although the software 
will calculate the eleven-day difference between the 
Gregorian Calendar (GC) and the Julian Calendar (JC), it 
does not account for the three-month delay in year number 
change.

2. We should note here that the “5° rule” is invoked by stating 
that Mercury is in the 1st house. Each cusp is said to cast its 
dominion 5° before it, so that any planet found within that 
area	is	considered	to	be	in	the	next	house.

3. Although he may be referring to the theory of ‘epicycles’.

4. Janus software shows Mercury as retrograde in this chart, 
but it goes direct within 22 hours, so it is possible that he 
has counted Mercury as direct, rather than omitting the 
glyph on the chart form; his calculations are generally very 
accurate.

There is no new thing under the sun

The explosion of the Space Shuttle Challenger
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1: What do Jungians say about our 
situation?
First, thank you all for your interest. It is a great honour for me 
to give another talk here at the AA conference. I am so glad. But 
it is a pity I have to speak online from Tokyo. I was supposed 
to be in the UK again and meet you all physically. When I 
proposed my lecture to the AA office, I did not imagine that 
such a huge tragedy would engulf and change the whole world. 
André Barbault might have predicted it,1 but few astrologers 
paid much attention before the coronavirus struck. It is true 
that the Great Mutation of the Jupiter-Saturn conjunction 
was discussed, the transition from the earth to the air trigon 
(following the tradition from Abu Ma’shar, Kepler and Lilly) 
but it is an irony that we could not all predict this. I think this 
is good. We are not gods. What we can do is to see through the 
historical change from the cosmological archetypes.

I am always interested in what and how Jungians see things, 
especially when facing big issues. 

I believe astrology is an art of archetypal imagination, as 
Jungian psychology is. It might be wrong if we think that 
our modern ‘psychological astrology’ was invented simply 
by borrowing ideas from Jung. James Hillman said that the 
founder of Jungian (archetypal) psychology is not Jung. He 
listed the names of the “ancestors” of archetypal psychology 
from Heraclitus to Jung, “the immediate ancestor”.2 Among 
them we also find Ficino, the philosopher and astrologer 
whom Hillman calls a “Renaissance patron” of archetypal 
psychology.3 Jung called astrology “an ancient psychology”. 
Jungians and astrologers share an archetypal imagination 
based on the same tradition, to some extent at least. Astrology 
and depth psychology are two branches from the same root, I 
believe.

Murray Stein, one of the leading Jungian analysts today, saw a 
historical shift of the collective psyche and remarked: “I have 
no doubt that we have been handed an opportunity for a vast 

transformation of consciousness on a general collective level. 
Many people are talking about that possibility. On a deeper 
level, there may be a transformation afoot in the collective 
unconscious. …It was predicted by astrologers. It is timely and 
we have to discover its meaning”. 

“I believe astrology is an art 
of archetypal imagination, 
as Jungian psychology is”

However, Stein added that it will take a long time to discover 
the meaning of this: “We are at only the beginning of the 
Aquarian Age. Jung thought it would take 600 years for the 
new God image to come fully into view. This passage through 
the Valley of the Shadow of Death is a transit and it will take 
time”.4

I found it interesting that a world-renowned Jungian used the 
astrological term “Aquarian Age” without hesitation. It seems 
that the concept of the Great Ages of astrological signs is still 
common among the Jungians.

Of course, this idea is from Jung himself. He discussed the 
transformation of the zeitgeist (spirit of the time) which occurs 
with precession of the equinoxes through the constellations. 
This is an extraordinary thought from a scientific psychologist 
in the modern age. And he says: “We are now nearing that 
great change which may be expected when the spring point 
enters Aquarius”.5

Jung’s grand scale astrology is an ‘inconvenient truth’ for 
his more-or-less rational followers.6 It is understandable 
that Jung’s astrology of the ages is not often mentioned 
among practising Jungians. However, this idea is not a minor 
digression for Jung. He discussed it in detail in one of his 
major works, Aion.7 He was well aware of the risk in expressing 
the astrological coincidence between the transformation of 

From Pisces to Pegasus
Jung’s prophecy

Ryuji Kagami

Carl Jung’s study of precession of the equinoxes and the Age of Pisces is well 
known. But his astrological imagination went far beyond the zodiac. He also 

used fixed star constellations including Perseus and Pegasus. What is the future 
of humanity’s spirit that Jung saw in the heavens?

This (edited) lecture was given at the online Astrological Association Conference 2020 amid 
the Covid-19 pandemic
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Jung’s prophecy

the collective psyche and 
the precession of the spring 
point. It might damage his 
professional reputation. 

In fact, it did. Jung is still 
criticised for being an 
‘occultist’, not part of a 
sane world. Jung thought 
he “must take this risk” 
because “no one has yet 
felt moved to examine 
and set forth the possible 
psychic consequences of 
this foreseeable astrological 
change”.8 It sounds as if 
Jung was a prophet of the 
New Age. It is easy to think 

that his grand scale astrology is a delusion arising from his old 
mind, but it is not so. Jung came to this idea at a very early 
stage in the building of his thoughts. And as I will show you 
today, it is one of the fundamental pillars of Jung’s philosophy.

2: Jung’s Great Year and Month
“The course of our religious history as well as an essential part 
of our psychic development could have been predicted more-
or-less accurately, both as regards time and content, from 
the precession of the equinoxes through the constellation 
of Pisces.” This is an extraordinary statement by Jung. He 
correlated the precession of the equinoxes with the historical 
development of Western thought. 

We astrologers are familiar with the idea of the ‘Great Year’, 
the ‘Great Month’ and the astrological signs. 

Originally the Platonic Great Year and precession period 
were different. But they became confused. In the late 19th 
century, under the influence of the Theosophical movement, 
this idea was adopted by ‘modern’ astrology as well as by the 
counterculture and the New Age movement.9

Margaret Hone’s influential The Modern Text-Book of 
Astrology explains: “This (the Great Year) is the name given 
to the period of time (about 25,800 years) which is taken by 
the Poles of the Earth’s axis to complete an entire cycle round 
the Pole of the ecliptic.”10 The spring equinox moves backward 
along the zodiac by this long cycle. “Just as one civil year is 
divided into twelve months, so is the Great Year similarly 
divided into twelve”. 

Thus, roughly, it takes about 2,000 years for the spring equinox 
point to go through one of the constellations. This 2000-year 
period is often called an age. Hone continues: “In each age, 
the characteristics of the sign are to be observed and a cult to 
do with the sign sprang up and continued on into later ones. 

Historians puzzle over these and try to trace the resemblances 
between gods and goddesses of the times”. If we follow this 
shift, in the Age of Cancer (about 8000 BC) we found the great 
fertile mother goddess worship. In the Taurus Age we saw the 
cult of the sacred Bull. When the Aries Age came, Mithra the 
Bull-Slayer appeared.11 We are currently living at the end of the 
Age of Pisces. The symbol of early Christianity was the Fishes. 

It is believed by New Agers that we are moving into the Age 
of Aquarius and this idea was quite popular in the 1960s and 
’70s, as expressed in the stage musical Hair.

Jung was instrumental in developing this idea, although few 
people are aware of this. His words quoted above exactly reflect 
the idea, namely that each age corresponds to the astrological 
constellation in which the spring equinox is in. He called this 
2000-year-long month an ‘aion’.

But Jung’s interpretation is much more detailed than that 
of ordinary astrologers. He investigates not only which 
constellation the Vernal Equinox is moving through, but also 
in which part of the constellation the spring point is located at 
that particular time.

3: Age of the 
Fishes 
I am amazed by the breadth 
of Jung’s astrological 
imagination. It is far beyond 
that of ordinary astrologers. 
You will be amazed at it too, 
very soon, I believe!

Maggie Hyde discusses 
Jung’s extraordinary 
interpretation of the Age 
of Pisces in her important 
1992 book Jung and 
Astrology.12 Fortunately, 
I had the opportunity of 

translating it into Japanese. In fact, this paper is an expansion 
of her work after publication of additional sources unavailable 
to Hyde.13 I do not want to repeat her work here but let me 
briefly summarise Jung’s interpretation of the sign of the 
Fishes as set out in his book Aion.

Jung’s main focus is “the sign of the Fishes” which he interprets 
as a symbol of the dichotomy inherent in the Western mind, 
especially in the history of Christianity. He takes up that the 
constellation of Pisces consists of two fish: one is vertical to the 
path of the ecliptic and the other is horizontal.

Jesus was born when the spring point was just moving 
backwards from the constellation of Aries into Pisces. At 
the same time the Great Conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn 
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occurred at the cusp of Pisces and Aries, and this might 
have been the star of the Magi. Based on medieval astrology 
Jung took it as a sign of the birth of the new king (Jupiter) 
of the Jews (Saturn). By accepting Gerhard’s calculation, 
Jung speculates that Christ was born on 29 May 7 BC. If so, 
Jesus was a Gemini which might be expressed in the dualism 
inherent in Christianity, more especially in the legend that 
Christ and Satan are ‘twins’.14

Jung correlates the development of the Western mind to the 
backward movement of the equinox point through the Fishes. 
He pays attention to the directions in which the fish swim. The 
first fish swims upwards and the other horizontally. During 
the period when the spring point was moving along the stars of 
the vertical fish, people looked up to God and Gothic buildings 
grew higher and higher. The collective psychic energy moved 
towards Heaven. After the spring equinox point moved into the 
second horizontal fish, the image of ‘anti-Christ’ materialism 
emerged. In other words, the slow process of secularisation 
started. This corresponds to the beginning of the Renaissance 
and “with it comes that spirit which culminates in the modern 
age”. The period between the two fish which began in 1239 
was “an epoch noted for its spiritual instability, revolutionary 
heresies and chiliastic [millennialist] expectations…”. 15 

Moreover, the two fish (vertical and horizontal) make a 
cross. It is the burden of Christian dualism. For Jung, it is a 
synchronicity on a grand scale.

Maggie Hyde gives us a star map to show this correspondence 
between the precession of spring points and major historical 
events. No other astrologer before Jung corresponded the 
stars in the constellations with the slow movement of the 
spring point through history. I agree with Hyde that “Jung’s 
work is of the highest order of astrological poetry with its 
blend of technical skill and symbolic sense, its depth, its scale 
and scope and inspiration it offers.” 16

Maggie Hyde’s star map 17

It turns out that Jung’s “astrological poetry” was more 
expansive than was supposed from work published in his 
lifetime. After he passed away, and after the publication of 

Maggie Hyde’s book, new material by Jung was unearthed. We 
learnt that he used various constellations other than zodiacal 
signs and he combined them with his main doctrines.

“Jung the psychologist put 
God on the psychoanalytic 

couch!”

4. Individuation of God from Trinity to 
Quaternity
I would like to emphasise again that the idea of an astrological 
aion was not a trivial digression to Jung. It is connected with 
his unique view of the history of Christianity which reflects the 
collective psyche of the West. He felt that human beings as a 
whole were entering into the new aion or age, symbolised by 
the sign of Aquarius. 

Now it is widely known among Jungians that he drew on inner 
visionary experiences in the construction of his ideas. These 
visions occurred just after the break with Freud and during 
the unstable period before WW1. Jung recorded them in The 
Red Book. It was kept in a bank box for a long time but finally 
published in 2009. The Red Book is a major foundation stone 
of Jung’s entire thoughts. On the very first page of the book, we 
find the zodiac and the sun. The sun is located between Pisces 
and Aquarius. This could be evidence that Jung thought he 
was writing this record in an importantly transformative era. 
Liz Greene makes this point and discusses Jung’s visionary 
source of his ideas in her recent work which I translated into 
Japanese.18

While Jung had a vast range of interests and researched 
Eastern thought deeply, he always returned to his own 
spiritual roots. His notion of religion was a huge issue in its 
own right and is beyond the scope of this lecture today. But I 
will try to summarise his ideas in brief.

Jung’s prophecy
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Jung understands the history of Christianity as a transformation 
of the Imago Dei or the ‘image of God’. Because this image is 
not God Himself but a psychic reality, Jung thought he had a 
right to investigate it. The God image is a major symbol of self 
in the Jungian sense. The transformation of the God image 
is a mirror image of the process of unconscious mutation 
taking place within the individual. This process occurs over 
centuries. It is the “progressive transformation of the psyche 
as a whole”.19

His idea of the transformation of religion is expressed and 
discussed in his various works such as Psychology and 
Religion; his essay ‘Transformation Symbolism in the Mass’; 
Answer to Job — as well as in Aion.

Throughout these works Jung repeatedly states that the 
Christian God image (and Christ image) was one-sided or 
unconscious. But it gradually became self-reflective and 
conscious. Jung’s Answer to Job gives a very impressive 
example. In the Book of Job in the Old Testament, Almighty 
God took Job’s happiness away and gave him severe 
misfortune without reason. Satan had tricked God into this by 
telling Him that Job was pious and only behaved well because 
God gave him happiness. If God stopped this happiness, Job 
would easily betray God. God listened to Satan and stopped 
favouring Job. Job stayed loyal to God for a long time but 
finally he complained that God treated him badly. God got 
angry that a small, mere man could have challenged Him, 
Almighty God. Job was silenced yet God forgave him and 
restored happiness to him again.

This is a story that we cannot easily understand. If God is all-
good and all-knowing, how could he have listened to Satan? 
God behaved like a child. This becomes a huge issue for 
theologians historically. It is a big topic of theodicy. Jung the 
psychologist put God on the psychoanalytic couch! Jung said 
that God was unconscious and childish and had to become 
more conscious by self-reflection. He needed to know the 
shadow in Himself and be aware of pain. By facing Job, God 

had become a little bit more conscious. And then God became 
a man and suffered as Christ. Hence, Job is a prefiguring of 
Christ.

It is not surprising that Jung’s Answer to Job provoked a 
huge debate. Jung defended himself by saying this was a 
psychological interpretation, not a theological one.

“We are on the cusp of an 
aion [age], according to 

Jung”
A similar interpretation of Christian dogma is found in Jung’s 
A Psychological Approach to the Dogma of the Trinity. 
Jungian scholar Roderick Main summarises this thesis: “Each 
of the figures in the Trinity has its psychological correlate. 
God the Father correlates with a state of undifferentiated 
identification with the unconscious… (like that of a child). 
God the Son correlates with a state in which consciousness 
differentiates the unconscious...God the Holy Spirit correlates 
with a state in which differentiated ego-consciousness begins 
to reconnect with consciousness”.20

However, to Jung this Trinity is not complete. It does not have 
psychological “wholeness”. The Trinity is all male and it is too 
intellectual or abstract. In our experiential world, we can’t 
deny the existence of evil. We have a material body and there 
is the female. In short, the Christian symbol is still one-sided, 
based on dualism. Jung criticised the theological doctrine of 
the privatio boni, “the lack of the good”: there is psychological 
denial in not recognising the substantial reality of evil.

To Jung the Trinity needed one more figure to be complete 
and achieve wholeness. The Trinity needed to be expanded to 
be a Quaternity that included evil (Lucifer or Satan, the twin 
brother of Christ) or the feminine and the body. The number 
four is a holy number for Jung. He sees four as the symbol of 
wholeness, symbolised by the mandala. Also, it is the basis of 
his four psychological types theory. 

Jung’s prophecy
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The Quaternity 21

This unconscious one-sided dualism is represented by the 
Fishes. To Jung “the continuation of a process of spiritual 
development which began in the early Middle Ages and 
perhaps even further back” is still going on, along with the 
precession of the spring equinox through the constellations. 
He commented that “this Christian psychology belongs to the 
Fishes and we are still there, but our present psychology is 
nearing the head of the first stars of the next sign, Aquarius”.22 

We are on the cusp of an aion, according to Jung.

5. From Pisces to Pegasus 
In his published works Jung used only the zodiacal 
constellations to discuss the transformation of Western 
spiritual psychology. But I was surprised to find that in his 
private seminars, he used other additional constellations 
beyond the zodiacal.

From 1930 to 1934, Jung gave a series of seminars to close 
colleagues and students. He used a series of visions by a young 
woman and amplified their symbolism. It was not intended 
to be published, so he could express his ideas more freely. 
Fortunately, these seminars were carefully recorded and 
transcribed by a student. The seminar was finally published in 
the complete form in 1997.23

In January 1932, Jung gave lectures on ‘The Age of the 
Fishes’. This was long before the publication of Aion (1951). 
However, on 8 June 1932 he produced a sky map to show the 
constellation Pegasus because an analysand [or patient] had 
a vision of a white winged horse and Jung saw this image as 
Pegasus.

Jung says: “The series of 
the zodiacal signs consist 
of a belt of constellations 
round the sky…But besides 
these constellations there 
are others which are just as 
mythological as the zodiacal 
signs… for instance, there 
are the Corona Borealis, 
the Ursa Major…which 
apparently had very little 
role in modern astrology, 
though originally they had a 
certain meaning”.24/25

To Jung the constellations 
of the sky are a collective 

psychological projection. Thus: “We must assume that the 
other constellations also contain psychological meaning”.26 
Here, Jung’s astrological imagination goes beyond the 
zodiacal belt and he looks at the constellations above and 

below the band of the ecliptic. After mentioning signs and 
stars of the zodiac, he comments on Cetus, the Whale. In the 
sky map this lies below Aries and Pisces. To Jung Cetus is the 
unconscious, below consciousness. “It is quite possible that 
Cetus below represents the great monster of the unconscious, 
ever threatening to swallow the conscious world”. 27 In his 
seminal book, Symbols of Transformation (1911), Jung had 
already discussed the “solar hero” who is swallowed by a 
monster whale in what he terms “the night sea journey”. 

Above the ecliptic we see the constellation Perseus and 
Andromeda. Perseus is a hero who killed a monster. In Jungian 
psychology the dragon slayer is a symbol of ego consciousness 
which differentiates itself from the primal unconscious. The 
dragon is a major symbol of the primitive unconscious. “It was 
necessary to invent a myth of the hero to kill the monster, this 
formidable activity of the unconscious.” 28

“Jung…correlated the 
precession of the equinoxes 

with the historical 
development of Western 

thought”

Next, “the sign of Perseus leads directly to the sign of 
Andromeda”. Andromeda, a princess, is the anima for 
Jung, saved by the hero. The anima is an inspiration for 
the masculine conscious to separate itself from the womb 
of the unconscious. “The hero who overcomes the dragon 
liberates the soul (anima) from the curse of the unconscious”. 
Jung pays attention to the fact that there is a constellation 
of a triangle between Perseus and Andromeda. This is a 
geometrical, abstract constellation. The spring point passed 
this constellation at about 1000 BC and at that time “intellect 
stirred in man through the vicinity of [the constellation of] 
Triangulum; abstract ideas appear, and philosophy ensues, 
projecting a sort of philosophical concept up into heavens as 
a guide”.29

It is debatable whether 1000 BC is the approximate date that 
abstract philosophy emerged. But at least Jung interprets 
Triangulum as a symbol of the birth of abstract idea.

When the spring point came to the second, horizontal fish, 
we saw the Renaissance and Reformation in the timeline of 
history. “When the vertical position of the Fish came to an end, 
the horizontal extension began. Until then the development 
of civilisation was like a Gothic spire, our ancestors were all 
concentrated upon the narrow peninsula of Europe. Then the 
great voyages began. It was at last realised that the earth was 
not the centre of the universe but was at last realised that it 
rotated round the sun…it was really the birth of science”.30

Jung’s prophecy
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Jung was critical of modern science, too. “Horizontal” science 
had lost our sense of the spirit. As I demonstrated in my talk at 
the AA conference in 2016, science was called a “poison” in his 
vision. It kills mythical imagination and the soul. In his Red 
Book, Jung calls this scientific zeitgeist “Spirit of our Time” 
which is contrasted with “Spirit of Depth”. These correspond 
to the famous two personalities in Jung himself.

But we are coming to the ‘Aion of Aquarius’. Above the cusp 
of Pisces and Aquarius, we see Pegasus. [See sky map above.] 
Pegasus consists of four major stars. It is square. To Jung it is 
a “miracle”, as four is the holy number of the wholeness. Jung 
sees the new principle rather than the Trinity here.

“As we had a Triangulum, we have here a Quadrangulum, the 
square of Pegasus.”31 The horse is animal libido, but Pegasus is 

not an ordinary animal. It is divine. To Jung, “It would mean 
a time in which man discovers the real guiding principle is the 
living libido...one could prophesy that the square appears as a 
most helpful symbol”.32 What is it helpful for? To reconcile the 
dualism symbolised by the Fishes and go beyond the abstract 
Trinity, perhaps.

It is “a medicine for an age that is not one in itself, that is 
suffering from a tremendous dissociation. Also, it is an 
age when the old triangle values, the Trinity idea, is being 
reversed, adding the fourth function to the three. You see this 
whole astrological picture, this ensemble, is exactly like the 
tissue of the unconscious”.

So, when will this happen in Jung’s view? His ideas changed 
from time to time. At one point he suggested “in 1940/45 we 

Jung’s prophecy
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shall be in the vicinity of Aquarius”. Elsewhere Jung says it 
will start between 2000 and 2200. Jung seems not to be very 
interested in the timing. Also, it has to be said that Jung did 
not think of the Aion of Aquarius/Pegasus as the final goal. He 
expanded his scope to the Age of Capricorn, though he did not 
give a concrete interpretation of it. However, it is clear that 
Jung thought that soon we would enter a new aion.

“By accepting Gerhard’s 
calculation, Jung speculates 
that Christ was born on 29 

May 7 BC” 
We saw the Jupiter-Saturn conjunction on 21 December 
2020. It is the beginning of the Jupiter-Saturn cycle in air for 
the next 200 years. In the next 20 years we shall get a sense of 
how Aquarian issues might ultimately play out when the true 
great Age of Aquarius begins.

(Note well that the Jupiter and Saturn conjunction occurred at 
the beginning of tropical zodiacal Aquarius, not in the actual 
constellation of Aquarius. The conjunction was close to Jung’s 
natal Ascendant.)

Is this anything to do with Jung’s ‘prophecy’? I do not know.

But I would suggest a symbolic association. We speak of the 
‘corona’ of the Covid-19 virus. But in normal times, the corona 
is usually associated more with the sun. The solar corona is 
visible only at the time of a total eclipse. It is the only thing 
we see under an eclipse. Now we begin to see more clearly the 
various problems and issues of our difficult ‘corona time’.

Discrimination, disparities, gender issues, environmental 
problems, etc. We are forced to see the ‘corona’ of our 
civilisation. It impresses me that appropriately we are seeing 
all this at the start of the new cycle of conjunctions in air.

Here I also remember William Lilly. In his pamphlet 
Propheticall Merline he extensively discussed the Great 
Conjunctions. Apropos the conjunction in Aquarius, he wrote 
that mathematicians, wise men and astrologers will assume a 
more important role in society.33

I hope our knowledge and imagination can do something for 
this era. Just hope so.

Author’s note: I would like to thank Maggie Hyde and 
Geoffrey Cornelius for their kind and careful advice 
on this paper.

© 2020 Ryuji Kagami

 Endnotes

1. Barbault, André, ‘An overview of pandemics’ in The 
Astrological Journal, May/June 2020.

2. Hillman, James, A Re-Visioning Psychology, Harper & Row, 
1976,	p.xvii. 
Hillman writes: “He (Jung) is the most immediate ancestor 
in a long line that stretches back through Freud, Dilthey, 
Coleridge, Schelling, Vico, Ficino, Plotinus and Plato to 
Heraclitus”.

3. Ibid., p.200.

4. chironpublications.com/a-world-shadow-covid-19/. 
Accessed on 3 June 2020.

5. Jung, C.G., Flying Saucers: A Modern Myth of Things Seen 
in the Sky. Translated by R.F.C. Hull. Princeton University 
Press,	1978,	first	published	in	1964,	p.5.

6. A Japanese Jungian scholar, Ryohei Irie, describes it as “a 
hard stone that can’t be chewed up in Jungian psychology” 
in his detailed discussion of Jung’s Aion. ‘Nihiki no Sakana’ 
(Two Fishes) in Eureka magazine, June 1992 (in Japanese). 

7. Jung, C.G., Aion, Princeton University Press, 1959, Chap VI.

8.	 Jung, C.G., Flying Saucers, p.6.

9. See Nick Campion’s Astrology and Popular Religion in the 
Modern West, Ashgate 2012. 

10. Hone, Margaret, The Modern Text-Book of Astrology, L.N. 
Fowler	&	Co,	1951.	Quoted	from	the	1978	edition,	pp.	
276-280.

11. This Astrological ‘Great Year’ and ‘Month’ is an invention 
of the 19th century. But according to David Ulansey, there 
is a possibility that the Mithraic Cult was originated 
by astrologers/priests who knew the precession of the 
equinoxes	from	Taurus	to	Aries.	See	Ulansey’s	The Origins 
of the Mithraic Mysteries,	Oxford	University	Press,	1989.

12. Hyde, Maggie, Jung and Astrology, Aquarian/Thorsons, 1992.

13. Jung’s Visions was published in 1973 as an abridged 
version. In the earlier version the astrological discussion 
was left out.

14. Jung, Aion, p.77. 

15. Jung, Aion,	p.82.

16. Hyde, p.26.

17. Hyde, p.20.

18.	 Greene, Liz, Jung’s Studies in Astrology,	Routledge,	2018.

19. Translated by R.F.C. Hull, ‘A Psychological Approach to 
the Dogma of the Trinity’ by Jung (1942,	1948),	p.90,	from	
Psychology and Western Religion, Princeton University Press, 
1984.

Jung’s prophecy



   The Astrological Journal     March/April 2021                    57

20. Main, Rodrick, ‘Religion’ in Reno K. Papadopoulos’ The 
Handbook of Jungian Psychology, pp.305-6, Routledge, 2006.

21. Jung, ‘A Psychological Approach to Trinity’, p.71.

22. Jung, Flying Saucers, p.5.

23. Visions: Notes of the Seminar Given in 1930-1934 by C.G. 
Jung, edited by Claire Douglas, Princeton University Press, 
1997.

24. Jung, Visions, p.724.

25. It is true that non-zodiacal constellations are not much 
used in modern astrology. But Ptolemy gave the meaning 
to various constellations in 2 CE. He associates Pegasus 
with Mercury and Mars. In modern astrology Bernadette 
Brady interprets Pegasus as “focused action and ability, 
while also indicating knowledge and learning: emerging 
worldview of science”: Brady’s Book of the Fixed Stars, 
Weiser,	1998.	Similarly,	Brian	Clark	says	that	Pegasus	
suggests	that	“clarity	of	thought	emerges	out	of	a	difficult	
situation	when	darker	feeling	of	conflict	or	a	sense	of	
vulnerability and uncertainty have been acknowledged”: 
Celestial Tarot, US Games, 2007.

26. Jung, Visions, p.725.

27. Ibid.,	pp.728-9.

28.	 Ibid., p.730.

29. Ibid., p.730.

30. Ibid., p.731.

31. Ibid., p.731.

32. Ibid., p.732.

33. William Lilly’s England’s Propheticall Merline, 1644. 
Republished	by	Spica,	1998,	p.62. 
Lilly writes that under the air triplicity “There are generally 
flourishing	in	the	World	excellent	men,	both	in	judgement	
and	Science…”.	On	the	conjunction	in	Aquarius:	“…excellent	
School men, Mathematicians, Astrologers, and men learned 
in	every	kind	of	learning,	do	find	great	encouragement	in	
the world”.

Jung’s prophecy

Born on 2 March 1968 in Kyoto, Japan, Ryuji 
Kagami holds an MA in Jungian studies in 
Japan and is a visiting professor at Kyoto 
Bunkyo University. He is a celebrity in his 
country of birth, well known for authoring 
and translating more than 100 books about 

astrology, tarot, divination and mythology, and for his many 
appearances on TV and radio. Follow on Twitter: @kagami_
ryugi. See website: sp.ryuji.tv (English translation option).

Richard Llewellyn death announced

Just before this issue went to press, we were sorry to 
learn of the passing of Richard Llewellyn on 9 February 
2021, a great and wise servant of astrology and the 
Astrological Association. He was aged 95, born on 14 
August 1925, 6:20 am, Sidcup, UK, writes Roy Gillett.

Amongst other things he practised Astrological 
Psychology in the Huber tradition and co-wrote The 
Cosmic Egg Timer with Joyce Hopewell. Dr Nicholas 
Campion wrote of this book: “[It is] the first clear and 
informative summary of the Hubers’ Astrological 
Psychology…a direct adaptation into astrology of the 
spiritual teachings of Alice A. Bailey. It rests on the 
assumption that each of us has a soul purpose that can 
be realised through the horoscope.”

A short print interview with him is published on the 
astrologicalpsychology.org website.

A full tribute to Richard will appear in the May-June 
2021 issue of The Astrological Journal.
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Not the astrology column
By Anne Whitaker
Spring equinox chart: power women will show us how 

Normally, I don’t have much bother coming up with a column 
topic. The idea usually lands in my mind either days or 
weeks before the deadline. If it refuses to go away and bother 
someone else, I know it’s mine to tackle. Either that or final 
deadline looming has a miraculously stimulating effect on my 
inert capacity for creative cogitation. 

Not this time.

I have been in what can best be described as ‘zombie slug’ 
mode as the latest Covid-19 lockdown has deprived all of 
us of most activity involving direct social contact with our 
fellow human beings. I share the apprehension of many 
worldwide who have been shocked at the full-frontal assault 
on democracy provoked by Trump in the dying embers of his 
less than successful presidency. Tomorrow [at time of writing 
of 19 January 2021] is Inauguration Day in the USA. 

What shape is 2021 going to take? The astrology of the new 
‘Air Era’ which began on the day of 2020’s Winter Solstice has 
produced much commentary from me and fellow astrologers 
across the globe. I feel dispirited at the thought of coming up 
with anything relevant to say in my current mood. 

However, dragging myself out into the dank, cold, grubby 
murk of a city morning for the usual walk, I found the cheery 
defiance of new season’s snowdrops sprouting merrily in 
the local park more inspiring than ever before. Their simple 
yet powerful reminder that life goes on despite the antics of 
humans cheered me up.

“I know!”, I thought. “I’m going to have a look at the 2021 
Spring Equinox horoscope – and not allow myself to be 
intimidated by knowing that knowledgeable and erudite 
commentaries from experienced mundane astrologers are 
even now being penned the length and breadth of lands 
various…”. (Yes, I know no-one pens anything very much 
anymore…it’s just a figure of speech.)

Later…

After three days’ procrastination, a much cheerier mood 
prevails as I begin perusing this year’s Spring Equinox chart 
[shown]. The USA now has a presidential president in Joe 
Biden. Despite the pall of Covid-19 hanging over us all, he set 
the tone for an inspiring inauguration. 

And the women – wow!

First off, we now have the first black/South Asian female vice 
president: two firsts rolled into the formidable Kamala Harris. 
Next up, the accomplished Dr Jill Biden as FLOTUS. Then 
Lady Gaga’s knockout rendition of the USA’s national anthem. 

And the magnificent poem performed superbly by 22-year-old 
Amanda Gorman. 

Also: in the rollcall of Biden appointments, this from CNN 
on Inauguration Day: “At least six major news networks have 
assigned women to lead White House coverage of the Biden 
administration, raising the profile of female journalists in an 
institution long dominated by men”. 1

But more on the women shortly…

This Spring Equinox horoscope certainly holds some cheer for 
us: Jupiter is closely conjunct the Aquarian MC, trine Gemini 
rising as he moves away from Saturn. Both Saturn from the 9th 

Spring Equinox Natal Chart
20 Mar 2021, Sat 09:39 GMT +0:00 Greenwich

51°N29' 000°W00' Geocentric Tropical Placidus True Node

Left: US Vice President Kamala Harris.  
Right: Amanda Gorman reading The Hill We Climb at Joe Biden’s inauguration, 2021
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house and Jupiter from the 10th are trine a 12th-house Moon/
North Node/Mars combination in Gemini. This suggests 
some cautious optimism and focused energy arising behind 
the scenes in our worldwide community with plenty of new 
ideas coming slowly to the fore – hopefully as the Covid-19 
infection and death rates slowly fall with the gradual rise and 
impact of mass vaccination programmes. 

That Jupiter on an Aquarian MC does suggest that rich male 
benefactors with a social conscience might divert some of 
their squillions toward the common good – e.g. helping to get 
the world vaccinated. Come on, Bezos and Musk. Step up!!

Meanwhile, we are in for a whole year of Saturn square Uranus 
which first kicked off from March to July 2020. This year, 
their squares are exact at the following points: 17 February 
(7° Aquarius-Taurus); 14 June (13° Aquarius-Taurus); 24 
December (11° Aquarius-Taurus). Much has already been 
said, and will be repeated as 2021 unfolds, concerning the 
intractable and potentially violent taking up of intransigent, 
polarised positions politically and culturally from which we 
have suffered so much in the year just gone. 

However, as I reflected on the many variations on the 
battle between the old and new order arising already from 
this alarming square, my eye fell on the Venus-Neptune 
conjunction, sitting right next to the equinoctial Aries Sun. 

I realised that its 24° Pisces midpoint fell on the Saturn-Uranus 
midpoint. Suddenly – honestly, I’m not making this up! – a 
vivid image came to me: Gustave Moreau’s 1866 painting 
‘Venus Rising from the Sea’. I’ve always preferred this version 
of the mythical birth of Venus (from the severed genitals of 
mythical sky god Uranus castrated by his mythical offspring 
Saturn and cast into the briny, supposedly off the coast of 
Cyprus) to Sandro Botticelli’s much more demure Venus, 
painted sometime in the 1480s, arriving onshore draped 
prettily within a seashell. Moreau’s Venus, as can be seen 
from the accompanying image, is much more authoritative, 
tougher-looking in her beauty – pretty formidable, in fact. 

(No – I could not resist checking my battered copy of 
Michelson’s wonderful Tables of Planetary Phenomena to see 
what was going on in 1866. Yes – in July and August that year, 
there were significant Saturn-Uranus aspects: with Saturn at 
6° Scorpio waxing trine Uranus at 6° Cancer, plus Saturn at 7° 
Scorpio waxing trine Uranus at 7° Cancer. Some coincidence, 
eh?!) 

Now – back to the formidable, authoritative women who are 
very much part of our current world picture. 

In 2019, we had Greta Thunberg coming to the fore with 
the South Node conjunct Saturn-Pluto in the spring, taking 
ineffectual male politicians to task in the face of a building 
worldwide climate crisis, and winding up as Time magazine’s 

Person of the Year. She succeeded in turning vague anxieties 
about the planet into a worldwide movement calling for global 
change.

My Jan/Feb 2021 NTAC column concerned Maggi Hambling’s 
provocative ‘silver blob’ commemorative statue to Mary 
Wollstonecraft, arguably the world’s first publicly influential 
feminist via her famous 1792 tract A Vindication of the Rights 
of Woman and mother of the prescient Mary Shelley. Shelley 
warned us – via Frankenstein published in 1818 – of the 
consequences of science being allowed to run unchecked by 
either compassion or ethics. 

That statue, unveiled on 10 
November 2020, succeeded 
in raising the ire of women 
across a wide spectrum – in 
the same week that Kamala 
Harris made history by 
becoming Joe Biden’s vice 
president. The horoscope of 
the statue’s launch – which 
includes the four key female 
asteroids Ceres, Juno, 
Pallas and Vesta – shows 
strong, combative female 
energy being very much 

to the fore, reflecting in microcosm what is currently going 
on across the world. Female leaders from Scotland’s Nicola 
Sturgeon to New Zealand’s Jacinda Ardern and Germany’s 
Angela Merkel are generally making a better job of leading 
their countries through the Covid-19 crisis than their male 
counterparts.

I was powerfully struck by the arrival of Moreau’s formidable 
Venus in my mind’s eye as I contemplated the Spring Equinox’s 
Venus-Neptune in Pisces in relation to that intractable-
looking Saturn-Uranus square. It strongly suggested this 
to me: if the angry and dangerous stances of opposing 
camps are to be slowly dissolved and gradually transformed 
into more constructive, co-operative positions as this (yet 
another!) crisis year for the world unfolds, it is likely to be 
through the energies of formidable, authoritative, powerful, 
compassionate women. 

They will play a significant part in enabling such a 
transformation.

Endnotes

1  Via Twitter: cnn.com 05.31 20/01/21.
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Traditionally, the 9th house of the natal chart is seen as 
representing guides, advisors, mentors, teachers, astrology 
and religion. It is also related to many other things, such as 
long-distance travel and overall personal general expansion. 
In Hellenistic astrology, one of the names for this place was 
the ‘House of God’ and was said to be the Joy of the Sun. In 
the Indian astrological tradition, it is equally seen as the place 
of the guru – ‘Spiritual Teacher’, literally from the Sanskrit 
meaning the ‘weighty’ or the ‘grave’ one. Someone whose 
very presence is highly respected. That is to say, a person 
with gravitas. The Latin gravis being the related cognate, 
hence the man or woman who is considered an elder or 
teacher.

When we evaluate the four angular houses from the 9th place, 
we notice that those are the 3rd place by opposition and the 
6th and 12th places by square. The 3rd house in the Hellenistic 
tradition was conveyed as the ‘House of the Goddess’ and was 
said to be the ‘Joy of the Moon’. It is this 9th/3rd   axis from 
the Ascendant that I am calling ‘axis of Divinity’ here.  Now, 
to complete the angles, we have to include the 6th and 12th 

places, traditionally considered ‘bad’ houses due to not being 
configured to the Ascendant and thus dark places of physical 
and mental suffering. 

That said, it is interesting to explore the meanings the tradition 
associated with these houses, viewed in the light of traditional 
spiritual group practices such as meditation, discipleship, 
lineage and spiritual fraternities and sororities.

The 3rd house of the Joy of the Goddess is a communal place, 
a place related to siblings and everyone you consider as such. 
Spiritual fraternities, sororities and groups observing sacred 
rites are also seen from here (the members often calling each 
other Brother ‘X’ or Sister ‘Y’). It is interesting that this place 
is opposite to the House of the Teacher (the Sun) and that the 

Moon, ever gregarious, is seen as the Goddess whose Joy is 
there. 

According to the Buddha, three things are necessary 
for the spreading of truth, which he called The Three 
Jewels: Buddha (the Teacher, the Sun); Dharma (the Teaching 
itself); and Sangha (the spiritual assembly of strivers for the 
Truth – the community – the Moon). The 3rd, being 7th from 
the 9th, shows the Teacher’s primary relationships, his or 
her students. The Moon is essential, for the Goddess has to 
reflect and embody the light of Truth for it to become real and 
tangible, a community around shared ideals and aspirations. 
Without the Goddess, nobody is there to listen to the God.

There is precedence in Greek and later Hellenistic philosophies 
for this, what Plato called “the One and the Dyad” or “the One 
and the Many”. This doctrine approaches divinity until the 
most foundational principles are reached, those being finally 
said to be the One (God, ever-stable, unchanging Unity of 
Awareness – the Sun) and the Dyad (Goddess, the expression 
of creative power itself, ever-changing multiplicity – the 
Moon). These principles are equivalent irreductibles, they 
cannot be thought of as two but they cannot be subsumed into 
each other, either. Very abstruse indeed! 

In the Shiva-Shakti traditions of India, particularly Kashmir 
Shaivism (and Tantric Buddhism), the exact same approach 
is taken and then anthropomorphised in God Shiva (the One) 
and Goddess Shakti (The Dyad) as the ultimate God-Goddess. 
Thus, the basic core of this axis of divinity is formed by both 
the Teacher (9th) and the Spiritual Community (3rd) emerging 
around his or her teachings.   

Then come the squares. 

Our 12th house in the natal chart, by derivative houses, is the 
4th house from the 9th. It’s the Teacher’s foundations, his/her 
ancestors (as in their spiritual family, that is to say, previous 

César R. Sanjur
The 9th/3rd axis and its squares to the 12th/6th houses in the 

astrological chart encompass themes of the spiritual teacher, student 
and truth. And of what is required to approach enlightenment

Axis of divinity
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teachers of the same lineage who passed on the mantle). The 
roots, the foundation of Spiritual Masters is their own level 
of internal spiritual realisation of Truth, absolutely nothing 
else matters. And it is relevant to note that it is here, in what 
is our chart (from the Ascendant) the house of alienation, 
retreat from the world, mental anguish, sacrifice and self-
undoing, that we find the roots of the Guru. This house of the 
Bad Daimon, the Joy of Saturn, seems to be symbolic of what 
ultimately gives the Guru the authority to teach us, having 
passed the most difficult tests, for it is the “foundation of all 
things” as Manilius famously wrote of the 4th house (12th as 
4th from 9th). 

The Christ went alone to the desert and fasted for 40 days 
before starting his mission and was famously tested (“Get 
thee behind me, Satan”). Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was 
also alone in a cave when he received the first revelations. 
The Buddha famously isolated and mortified himself to the 
brink of death through extreme austerities, before relenting 
and achieving enlightenment under the Bodhi Tree…but not 
before having faced Mara, “the Tempter”. 

It is often after having gone through extremely excruciating, 
alienating circumstances that the great Teachers of humanity 

have begun their missions…but they all seemed to agree that 
whatever they found was worth all the tests. 

Finally, we come to our natal 6th house. This is the 10th from 
the 9th, it is thus symbolic of their work and legacy. What does 
a Spiritual Teacher do? He or she teaches a Path. A ritual. A 
meditation practice. Something you have to do every day, a 
spiritual practice. The Master doesn’t care who you are in 
society, your rank, race, fame, money or academic degrees. 
To the true Master, these things are most, if not all, fetters 
and shackles. The Teacher only cares for your spiritual 
development as this is their mission, what they incarnated 
here to do. In this house of routines and chores, the Joy of 
Mars, we are invited to take up a daily practice, a discipline. 
Many days we will fail and laziness will creep in. But it is 
through this daily practice and application that we slowly 
begin to understand the teachings, not just intellectually but 
through direct internal personal experience. 

Regardless of the ideas we may have about ourselves, in the 
great scheme of things, we just live out our lives from our 
own humble place in the world within a much bigger story, 
but even from that humble place we are called to practise and 
serve others (high Mars truly aims at protecting and serving), 
and this is the greatest lesson of the 6th house. Love in action, 
not just in words and fancy ideas to play within our minds. 
Mindful awareness, even as we go through our day.

The Spiritual Teacher’s work and legacy (10th from the 9th), 
ultimately, is to give us the practice that will subdue our egoic 
illusions about ourselves and allow Truth to reveal itself from 
within.

César R. Sanjur is an astrology student with 
special interests in Hellenistic, Medieval 
and Jyotish approaches, practising in the 
Western tropical and Jyotish sidereal 
systems. 
Twitter: @polaris_astro.  

Blog: https://polarisastro.blogspot.com.

Kacha meets the Asura Guru Shukracharya with firewood, to begin his studies, 
in Mahabharata
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The Book of Water: 
Healing,  
Regeneration and 
Recovery 
Steven Forrest 
Seven Paws Press, £7.66 
(Kindle); £19.25 (Pb) 
Review by Arlan Wise

It is a bittersweet moment to 
open up The Book of Water 
because it’s the last book in 
Forrest’s series on the four 
elements. This edition explores 

the water signs – Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces; and the water 
houses – the 4th, 8th, and 12th. As well as associated planets 
Moon, Mars, Pluto, Jupiter and Neptune. 

Forrest takes the reader beyond the classic definition that 
water is the feeling element. It does, of course, but he also 
describes the active side of water which nurtures life and takes 
us down into the unconscious to discover what is hidden there 
so that we may heal. He tells us about the interdependency 
between water signs which unites them as they work together 
to achieve healing.

Each sign and its ruling planet are fully explained. The 
material feels new because Forrest leads us to look at what 
we know from another angle. For example: “I suspect that 
this correlation (between the Moon’s cycles and women’s 
menstrual cycles) gives us a reason to believe that the first 
astrologer was a woman. Women feel the Moon in ways that 
men can only imagine…women are wired to ‘get it’ about 
astrology…that is a gift their Moon-tuned bodies give them”.

A Handout follows the in-depth sections on the signs and their 
ruling planets. It offers a quick reference guide: Forrest calls it 
an “aid-to-memory”. The next section puts the water planets 
in the 12 signs. Jupiter and Mars are actually discussed in The 
Book of Fire, and Forrest admits that this material is taken 
from that book. He is honest about his dilemma over not 
wanting to be repetitive but acknowledges that some readers 
may only buy one or two books in the series. Be assured that 
Water does have thoughts, intuitions and impressions new to 
those of us who have read his previous work. 

Aspects are explained. He builds on the lessons from the other 
three companion books and discusses how to use them. He 
moves onto predictions and impresses that “symbolism is not 
literalism”. His material on transits, progressions and solar 
arcs is focused on the watery planets which are five of the 10 

principal celestials. He refers the reader to his The Book of the 
Moon for instruction on how one can use its transits to make 
good decisions. The progressed Moon is discussed as well as 
the progressed lunar cycle which honours Ram Dass with a 
description of his lunar cycles and how they played out in his 
life.  

Forrest’s work on Pluto transits is exquisite as is his chapter 
on what he calls the biopsychic script, the aspects that the 
planet make to themselves during their cycles. He uses the 
third progressed lunar return to continue the discussion on 
aging that threads through the four books. The chapter on the 
Ascendant feels a bit out of place but Forrest admits that he 
forgot to put it in The Book of Fire where he describes the 1st 
house. He gives his scholarly thoughts on the Ascendant, its 
ruler and how it manifests in the different signs. 

This is a wonderful book. It reads like a one-on-one 
conversation. Definitions are updated in recognition of 
changes in societal attitudes since the 20th century. He has 
a deep spiritual core which infuses the book with depth and 
meaning. Both beginners and his loyal readers will appreciate 
this.

The ending to the book is inspiring. He asks astrologers to be 
responsible and to make good use of the fact that astrology 
has become popular in the collective again. He asks us 
to go beyond description towards prescriptions for self-
improvement and healing. He writes: “We find ourselves 
faced with an opportunity to offer our healing gift to a wider 
audience. I pray that we astrologers are skilful in the way we 
navigate this crossroads. May generosity of spirit rather than 
personal ambition be our North Star, and may respect for 
the life-shaping power of human consciousness be the firm 
foundation upon which we stand”. May it be so. 

Buy this book for yourself and for your friends. Keep the 
element quartet on your bookshelf. They are already classics 
in astrological literature.  
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Chiron – Healer and 
Wholemaker 
Zane Stein 
Centaurean Astrology, £27.34 
(Pb, Amazon) 
Review by Arlan Wise

Chiron is Zane Stein’s life work. 
He wrote one of the first books 
on Chiron in 1988. He founded 
the Association for Studying 
Chiron. This new book compiles 
information from his never- 
ending research and curiosity 

and tells us what he has discovered. He brings in new names 
and definitions for Chiron: Bridge, Doorway, Stepping-Stone, 
Wholemaker, the Keeper of the Keys, The Sacred Centaur of 
the Stars.

His first book, Essence and Application: A view from Chiron, 
was full of practical advice. It described how to delineate 
Chiron in signs, houses and in aspect to other planets. It is an 
important book to read. This new work goes into much more 
depth and offers new material from many different angles. 

He begins with the psychology of how a wound is created, 
how a fear response is conditioned and stored in emotional 
memory. He tells us that Chiron shows us where the wound is, 
where the break occurred and what one must do to be able to 
heal and become whole. Zane states that Chiron also repairs 
ancestral wounds besides those caused in childhood. 

Chapter One is an article on Chiron and the essence of 
nurturing that was published in The Mountain Astrologer. 
He gives an excellent description of a case study of multiple 
personalities in which he showcases Chiron. 

The astronomy of Chiron follows. Zane explains why it is 
classified as both a minor planet and a comet. He compares 
Chiron to Pluto, both having connections to sex and death, 
but with the difference that while Pluto transforms, Chiron 
transmutes. 

In the following chapters he discusses Chiron in the charts of 
artists, including the Monty Python crew; he talks of Chiron’s 
place in healing disease; and of how Chiron can help you 
find the right healer. There is a full section on the mythology 
of Chiron. He describes how to utilise Chiron and heal the 
wounds we carry. 

The Chiron return is discussed: having lived beyond his, Zane 
can speak from experience. He does revive the chapters of 
Chiron in the sign, houses, and aspects, this time including 
minor aspects. Chiron’s transits and progressions, the nodes 
of Chiron, how to use Chiron in Horary and in assessing 
relationships are also explored. 

He ends the book with an extensive section on the other 
centaurs and includes websites where one can find an 
ephemeris of centaurs. 

This is a complete book. Zane Stein has matured, and his 
experience shows in his writing. This is more than a book 
on Chiron. He teaches astronomy and gives very good 
explanations of astrological concepts. He documents his 
statements and gives the birth data for his examples at the 
end of each chapter. 

Stein shares his own birth information. He is a Gemini. We 
see this in the book which is packed with information and 
answers to questions that drove his Gemini mind. This is the 
kind of book that has you picking up the ephemeris to see 
what happened in your life as he describes crucial Chiron 
times. You learn to identify the Chiron figures in your life and 
your mentors, guides and teachers.

I can’t recommend this book enough. It will be one you refer 
to for your whole life. It is a five-star book.

Navigating the Financial 
Universe: Prospering 
and Preparing for the 
Challenges Ahead 
Christeen Skinner 
Ibis Press, £14.40 (Pb); £11.45 
(Kindle), both Amazon 
Review by Arlan Wise

On page 94 of this book, 
released sometime before 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
Christeen Skinner writes: “It is 
not unreasonable to suspect that 

at their next quarter phase in 2020-2022 [she is talking about 
Chiron and the trans-Neptunian Hades] there will be global 
concern about another – as yet unnamed – virus. While it may 
not be possible to avoid this infection – as it may be air- or 
waterborne – it is probable that much money will be spent 
in an attempt to avoid being diseased or even dying from it. 
Protecting oneself from this event may not be possible though 
it is surely wise to take steps to minimise risk”. 

Written as if the reader is the captain of a ship setting out on a 
nautical voyage through the next decade, Skinner lays out the 
times to move full speed ahead and when to be on the lookout 
for icebergs and choppy seas. The navigational skills are 
provided to steer through the upcoming planetary currents. 
Since she wrote this book over two years ago, we have the 
benefit of knowing her accuracy about Covid-19 – unknown 
at the time of publication in 2019. This gives us confidence in 
what she forecasts in the period 2020-2030. 
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Skinner starts out with the little-known fact that the Sun 
appears to spin in the opposite direction every 178 years. 
This is a solar retrograde time which causes disturbances to 
weather and Earth movements. She also tells us that the 19th 
degree of cardinal signs aligns with stock market crashes. Her 
research is reality-based and spot-on as she is familiar with 
the financial cycles. Her observation of these and other factors 
give a warning of times of economic depression to come. 

On Pluto, the sign it’s in describes financial strength, and 
each Pluto generation learns how to handle new financial 
instruments, such as credit cards, online banking and services 
such as PayPal and Venmo. 

It’s not all bad news. A five-point plan is laid out for 
investment strategies to help stay afloat during the stormiest 
times. She gives us a lot to think about. Did you realise that 
your home has a Saturn return and those are the years when 
maintenance and repair will increase your spending? She 
shows us the times when we must deal with “financial pests”, 
based on more research. This is tough material to read but 
forewarned is forearmed. If we listen to her, we have a head-
start in knowing what areas will be the safest to invest in. 

After tracking Neptune’s transit though the signs, and its 
influence on social trends, she discusses which investments 
are best via Neptune per each of the 12 signs. There are a few 
chilling pages on the “icebergs” on the horizon. 

She finishes the book with Jupiter and how it brings a boom 
time to certain industries through the relevant sign. She has 
tables of important planetary periods and conjunctions that 
she mentions so that one does not have to look them up. 

There is no sense that we must be fearful; rather, that we need 
to pay attention and be proactive. She gives us the maps and 
the navigational tools to do what she calls “futureproofing”. 
This is a book that can be read and used by those who know 
only a little astrology. Astrologers can apply her lessons to 
their own charts. Her astrology is excellent, clearly written 
and accessible to all. 

This is an important book to refer to during the years to come, 
and to give to the people you care about. A must-have read.

The Cosmic Calendar: 
Using Astrology to Get in 
Sync with Your Best Life 
Christopher Renstrom 
TarcherPerigee, Kindle £11.99; 
Pb £11.98; Audio CD £50 
Review by Arlan Wise

Your birth chart can be used as 
a personal calendar. And to find 
out how, here’s the instruction 
manual. Christopher Renstrom 
writes: “Astrology never 

tells you what to do, but rather when to do it”. This healthy 
perspective results in a terrific astrology book, offering a new 
slant on the familiar. The personality traits of being born in 
a specific season are described and how this influences the 
Sun sign. He asks us to identify your Sun sign, to look at your 
season and then determine whether your birth was a night 
or day one, noting mode and element. This provides all the 
information needed to use a chart as a calendar. All the terms 
are explained very well. 

Renstrom is a historian by nature. He looks to the past and 
brings forth information to fascinate his readers while telling 
them things they should know. For example, when Julius 
Caesar switched Rome from a lunar to a solar calendar, 
the Sun became a more important planet. By standardising 
timekeeping through sundials, the average Roman citizen 
kept to a uniform time. This brought the Sun to the forefront 
as the prominent planet in Western astrology. 

He explains all the basic concepts of astrology and how to 
find the best times to manage your life. New ideas emerge, 
so Renstrom rises above the standard ‘cookbook’ approach. 
In his discussion of Venus, he writes: “Think of her as 
astrology’s version of perfume. Her scent is unique to your 
own personal horoscope and it’s specifically designed to 
attract those astrological charts that align with yours. Mars 
will appear prominently in the horoscopes of athletes, dancers 
and soldiers, people whose bodies take a lot of punishment 
in order to do what they do. Saturn reveals how each of us 
becomes the author of our own misfortunes by showing what 
fear can make us do”.

He relates the description of each planet to the Sun and 
explains how it functions if it is in the same sign and, one, two, 
three, four, five signs before or after the Sun. It is the hour 
hand of the cosmic calendar. One needs to be aware of how the 
Sun is placed to determine when one is in or out of season and 
how to use those times to one’s best advantage. He then asks 
the reader to look to the element of your sign and identifies 
when you will do well in relation to the Sun in the signs of that 
element. In this way, you can see times of ease or obstacles. 
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He has the happy knack of turning astrology into English. His 
explanations are simple, clear and precise, the signs of good 
writing. He brings astrology into the 21st century – “Think of 
Mercury as the ancient world’s version of tweeting”, he writes.

Beginners will like this this book. But it also teaches the 
advanced astrologer how to use the chart with a new set of 
definitions. It shows how “to own your time, and this is 
perhaps the greatest gift of all. Time is often something we 
waste by worrying about it. Nothing is lost, stalled or running 
out if you’re living the life you’re meant to live”. This book 
shows you what that life looks like. 

The Cosmic Calendar is one of the best of the basic astrology 
books. It is the one we all want to write. It’s fun, you want to 
own it, to read it and to give as gifts to those in your life who 
wonder about astrology.

Alchemy: The Soul of 
Astrology 
Clare Martin 
The Wessex Astrologer, Kindle 
£7.00; Pb £9.84 (Amazon)  
Review by Brian Clark

Carl Jung’s interest in astrology 
led him to alchemy, maintaining 
both were inseparable, devoted 
sisters, in a manner of speaking. 
In one of Jung’s letters, he 
lamented that astrological 
literature consisted mainly of 

interpretations, “not of philosophical texts as is the case in 
alchemy”. In his day this would certainly have been true; but 
with the reclamation of ancient writings, perhaps not as valid 
today. For me, the dense, ambiguous and frequent esoteric 
philosophy underpinning alchemy had always separated 
these two ‘sisters’ in my own mind. Until now, thanks to 
Clare Martin’s Alchemy: The Soul of Astrology. Her clarity 
and depth of writing access the wisdom that is offered in the 
alliance of alchemy and astrology.

At the outset Clare introduces us to the four pillars of 
Western esotericism – alchemy, astrology, hermeticism and 
kabbala – which, like life’s grand cross, animate our divine 
life. As Clare points out “every astrological act” will amplify 
“our understanding of the human psyche” while alchemy 
consciously attempts to shine light on the unconscious and its 
divisions. A union of these two arts ultimately is a “science of 
the soul” and that the act of astrology is in itself an alchemical 
work. From here the book unfolds through its nine chapters 
which introduce as to alchemical images and systems which 
align with astrological ways of thinking. We began to be aware 
of the shared approach that binds these two sisters together.

Being an astrologer, reading an astrological colleague’s 
amplification of the alchemical process made alchemy 
accessible to me for the first time. It’s like I understand 
French better when an English-speaking person speaks it! So, 
alchemy became more understandable because an astrologer 
spoke it. This was very apparent in the four chapters dedicated 
to the four alchemical processes: Coagulatio as the Saturn 
Process; Sublimatio as the Uranus Process; Calcinatio 
as the Pluto Process and Solutio as the Neptune Process. 
Each chapter explores the alchemical activity alongside 
its analogous planetary archetype through myth as well as 
astrological transitions and correspondences. And to ground 
it, Clare shares case studies from her practice, clearly showing 
the alchemical process of the planetary transits and their 
transitions. 

Clare ends with the alchemical Conjunctio which also has 
its stages, finalising in the Sacred Marriage of Soul and 
Matter, symbolised by the phoenix arising out of the ashes 
of unconscious life. And like our astrological conjunction, 
the cycle, the opus, the work renews itself and spirals to 
another level. Throughout, alchemical Mercurius who guides 
the alchemical processes becomes an inspiration for our oft 
maligned astrological Mercury. 

The book is so helpful as it is filled with marvellous illustrations 
which I found both evocative and inspiring. A glossary of 
alchemical terms is included as is a bibliography and two 
appendices: the one, The Emerald Tablet of Hermes, and the 
other, the Transits of Pluto. It is a beautiful book. The cover 
too is so attractive that I can truly say: “You can tell this book 
by its cover”!

As an accomplished astrologer, Clare brings the wisdom of 
alchemical imagination and clinical practice to enlighten and 
ensoul astrology, honouring the art as an in-depth psychology 
of the soul. Our understanding of images, symbols and passages 
is intensified and amplified, which in turn activates a deeper 
appreciation of both the astrological and alchemical processes 
as soul making. The alchemical metaphor is animated in a way 
that reveals astrology as a sacred tool in the laboratory of life; 
that we are the vessels of our own transformation. 

Beautifully written, skilfully crafted, allow yourself to be 
immersed in the transformative process this book evokes.   

Endnotes
1. C. G. Jung, The Collected Works of C.G. Jung, Mysterium Coni-

unctionis, Volume 14, translated by RFC Hull, Routledge & 
Kegan Paul, London, 1963: § 222.

2. C. G. Jung, Letters 1951-1961 Vol. 2, translated by R.F.C. Hull, 
Princeton University Press, Princeton, N.J.: 1975, 464: to 
Robert	L.	Kroon,	15	November	1958.	



66                    March/April 2021     The Astrological Journal

Sign Language 
Past lives?  
Asteroids and the Trump, Henry VIII, Nero trio

Rev Pam Crane 

Over the years I have 
experienced several vivid 
flashbacks to previous lives. 

One came as a dream. I 
was in a crowded temple 
and was addressed as 
Felicia, a Roman priestess. 
Certain this was fantasy, I 
immediately googled the 
scanty details and found 
myself staring at a memorial 
inscribed, “Laberia Felicia 
Sacerdos Maxima Matris 

Deum M.I. (Magnae Idaeae)”. We (she/I) were one of the 
many priestesses of Magna Mater (Cybele, the Great Mother) 
whose symbols were ivy and violets. 

I awoke from the dream at 5:15 a.m. on 24 March 2009 (the 
heart of Cybele’s festival, the Day of Blood) as asteroid Cybele 
was exactly rising with asteroids Viola, Felicia and Labeyrie 
on the meridian. This Ascendant, with Neptune and Chiron, 
conjoined my South Node. A Lahiri sidereal Sun/asteroid 
Roman conjunction was on the sidereal dwad Cybele/
Ascendant. The dwad Neptune/IC was with radix Moon and 
Mars. The dwad Moon was conjunct asteroid Hedera (ivy) and 
opposite asteroid Violetta: from the radix, these two celestials 
straddled the dwad horizon and meridian. 

In my ivy-covered Llandudno garden, a sea of violets was in 
full, fragrant bloom. 

Checking my own chart, dwad Cybele crowns the tropical 
MC. Asteroid Almamater and Ascendant conjoin in the dwad. 
Asteroid Priestley is with the IC in the dwad. Dwad Labeyrie 
sets. In the South Node (the past) with my sidereal (public 
role) Descendant is a draconic conjunction of asteroid Felicia 
and Jupiter, opposite a cluster at the North Node/sidereal 
Ascendant of Cybele, Chiron, and draconic Roman. The two 
asteroids most similar to Laberia (Liberia and Labeyrie) 
conjoin a degree from my Moon, and sidereally these are on 
my tropical MC with Viola and Violetta. Sidereal Hedera joins 
my tropical Ascendant. Radix Roman and Felicia are also 
exactly on my draconic MC-IC. 

In short, every appropriate asteroid is found in either direct 
or inter-dimensional alignment with angles or lights. Until 
this dream (its Sun in Aries on my Ceres/Eris-Neptune axis) I 

was unaware of these 2nd century March Mysteries. To me, the 
Great Mother had always been Ceres, Isis, or of course, Mary.

In October 2019 I mentioned Donald Trump’s close 
resemblance to Emperor Nero. Nero’s rising 22º Sagittarius 
Sun/Pluto with Mars and dwad Eris fall right opposite 
Trump’s Sun/Atropos (death-bringer) and dwad Mars/Eris 
from Trump’s South Node (past lives). The Emperor’s 28º Leo 
dwad Sun rose at Donald’s birth.

Trump’s behaviour is also horribly similar to that of King 
Henry VIII. The Tudor 16th century despot had the same brutal 
pattern of radix Sun lined up with dwad Mars and Eris, all on 
the axis of the US Cancer Sun, with The Donald’s dwad Pisces 
Sun on the Descendant. If you place Henry’s Sun in the 20th 
century sidereal, it conjoins Trump’s Gemini stellium. In his 
own sidereal it is still in late Gemini; but the dwad opposition 
of Eris-Moon/Mars is very close to the former President’s 
natal lunar eclipse. Henry’s 29º Taurus Midheaven is Trump’s 
Lahiri sidereal Sun.

Trump’s asteroids are spectacular. Nero’s full name was 
Nero Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus: Trump has 
radix asteroids Claudius/dwad Roma rising (with asteroid 
America). In the dwad, the conjunction of Ascendant/Claudius 
aligns with asteroids Roman/Agrippina on the Descendant. 
Agrippina was Nero’s mother whom he murdered. Asteroid 
Augusta is close to his MC. Radix asteroids Caesar and 
Henritudor both oppose his dwad Pisces Sun from Henry’s 
own Virgo Ascendant, and dwad Henritudor is right on his 
radix IC (the past again). Asteroid Henry is with the dwad 
Ascendant. 

Obsession with self, wealth and palatial architecture, 
characteristics of all three lives, is shown in the sidereal by 
the conjunction of asteroids Narcissus/Palatia and dwad 
opposition Sun with the dwad Descendant. Sidereal asteroid 
Planman is with Uranus at Taurus 24º, exactly on Trump’s 
tropical MC. 

Surely Donald Trump has lived twice before….

Charts on pp 67/68 

http://revpamcrane.weebly.com
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Bust of Nero at the Capitoline Museum, Rome
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Transits for March-April 2021
By Sarah Cochrane http://sarahsastrology.com

March 2021
Venus in Pisces sextile Uranus in Taurus on the 3rd heightens 
the desire to seek the company of those who spark your 
interest and whom you wouldn’t normally mix with. Mercury 
conjunct Jupiter in Aquarius on the 5th broadens your 
understanding of beliefs and ideas that are alien to yours. Sun 
conjunct Neptune in Pisces on the 11th stimulates the ability to 
identify with people according to shared sensitivities. Venus 
conjunct Neptune on the 14th leads to an unrealistic view of 
our strongest emotional relationships: if they don’t live up to 
expectations try to be forgiving. Sun sextile Pluto in Capricorn 
on the 16th favours the use of intuition and pragmatism to 
overhaul what needs to change beyond recognition to build 
your resilience. Venus sextile Pluto on the 18th deepens bonds 
with people who you feel will be there for you when the going 
gets tough.

Mercury in Pisces sextile Uranus on the 21st opens up 
opportunities for new, emotionally fulfilling experiences. 
Alternative options for resolving problems that have been a 
source of worry may present themselves. Mars in Gemini trine 
Saturn in Aquarius on the 22nd has an erratic energy but can, 
strangely, pace itself with stops and starts to get things done 
as and when they need to be initiated or completed. 

Mercury square Mars on the 24th leads to irritability and 
disagreements. Bite your tongue and avoid confrontations as 
this will be the best tactic. Venus conjunct the Sun in Aries 
on the 26th focuses attention on what to do to bring fun and 
enjoyment back into your life as quickly as possible. Mercury 
conjunct Neptune on the 30th raises more questions than 
answers and it may be easy to be misled. Venus sextile Saturn 
gently motivates you to get what you want, but you will have 
to make the effort to create your own path to achievement. 
Eccentricity may be tolerated, but if you want to impress you 
will have to express the correct level of maturity, too. 

Sun in Aries sextile Saturn on the 31st shows that having 
the confidence to tackle heavy workloads and important 
obligations in your own way, instead of blindly following 
rules, can be very productive.

April 2021
Mercury sextile Pluto on the 2nd is of assistance in assessing 
and researching ideas to benefit mental health. Venus sextile 
Mars on the 6th gives courage to connect with people who are 
energetic and friendly. Mars square Neptune on the 9th causes 
impatience with those who are considered timewasters or 
unclear in what their objectives are. Mercury in Aries sextile 
Saturn on the 10th is a time to see actively what needs to be 

arranged and improved to invent a new order that breaks 
with the past. Venus sextile Jupiter in Aquarius increases 
benevolence from surprising sources. 

Venus square Pluto on the 12th triggers drastic happenings 
that test the stability and resilience of relationships. Sun 
sextile Mars on the 13th bolsters physical and mental energy to 
go for personal targets with little hesitation.

Sun sextile Jupiter on the 15th strengthens enthusiasm and 
confidence in sharing elements of personal beliefs that are 
slightly unusual or eccentric. Sun square Pluto on the 16th 
could incite direct confrontations: if these look as if they could 
get out of control, where damage limitation will be a struggle 
to maintain, try to avoid getting too involved. Mars trine 
Jupiter on the 17th blends positive action with faith in your 
capabilities: you can make your own luck by acting according 
to your own rules. Mercury sextile Jupiter is responsible for an 
increased thirst for information. Mercury sextile Mars boosts 
confidence to speak up if you think something of importance 
should be said: this aspect is especially beneficial for public 
speaking. Mercury square Pluto could cause trouble if power-
grabbers try to manipulate the truth: this won’t be seen as 
acceptable. Mercury conjunct Sun on the 19th helps you to 
speak your mind but beware putting foot in mouth.

Out of the blue, Venus conjunct Uranus on the 23rd presents 
financial gains or introduces new people with whom social 
attachments or relationships may turn out to be long-lasting. 
Mercury in Taurus conjunct Uranus on the 24th brings 
shocking information sufficient to be used to rebuild stability 
designed to withstand unpredictability. 

Venus square Saturn on the 25th shows how easy it is to 
upset people unintentionally when all you’re trying to do 
is empathise with them on their unpleasant experiences. 
Mercury square Saturn brings up random, minor, pessimistic 
thoughts. Mercury conjunct Venus produces a need to hear 
words of comfort from those who are supportive. 

Pluto in Capricorn turns retrograde on the 27th, shining a 
light on useful hidden resources. Mercury sextile Neptune on 
the 30th improves creativity and assists spiritual awareness. 
Sun conjunct Uranus improves the odds of accepting what is 
unusual: aside from whether or not this is a good thing, you 
could also be less inclined to fit in with rules set by groups or 
organisations.
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Astrology crossword 37
by Pam Crane
http://revpamcrane.weebly.com
This crossword is for the smartest set in the astrology world. It’s the one to beat. 
The winner’s name is published on this page. The winning solution for Crossword 
37 will be chosen by draw on 1 April 2021 and the answers published in our July-
August 2021 issue. Answers to Crossword 35 (November-December 2020 issue) 
are on this page below the puzzle. Complete Crossword 37 and send us a scanned 
copy as a pdf. Or email your answers to: journal@astrologicalassociation.com. 
Entries which are completely correct will go into a prize draw and one winner only 
will be chosen. The prize is one book only (up to the price of £30 on Amazon) on 
the subject of astrology chosen by the editor after consulting with the winner. 
Editor’s decision is final in all matters.

Winner of Crossword 35 (November-December 2020) is Shane McDermott. 
Congratulations!

Answers to Crossword 36 (January-February 2021)

Across: 1 Nocturnal Arc, 10 Artemis, 11 Private, 12 Of age, 13 Disorder, 15 
Sweetheart, 16 Yang, 18 Hopi, 20 Fifth house, 22 Alan Oken, 24 Spots, 26 Trident, 
27 Bushido, 28	Grand	Sextile.	

Down: 2 Outdate, 3 Tempests, 4 Rose, 5 Amphitrite, 6 Amigo, 7 Chaldea, 8 Jacob 
Schwartz, 9 Retrogression, 14 Delineated, 17 Chess set, 19 Playing, 21	Uxorial,	
23 Omega, 25 Able.

Across

7 Our	constant	data	source	(8)

9 Entrepreneur on a venture holds his  
 nerve (6)

10 22 translates here (4)

11 Titled conductor goes platinum! (5,5)

12 Cunning beasts, Fred is shorter than  
 Wootton or Bertie (6)

14 Land of legend emerges from its natal  
 upheaval	(8)

15 President skilfully halves a cherry - a bit  
 for Prince, a bit for Rabbit (7,6)

17	Current	shape	(8)

19 Eighteenth not quite of age (6)

21 Queen's musician takes nothing on train  
 for mapping course (4,6)

22 Ten gods name the honey bee (4)

23 Somehow, personalities without stories  
 in the brain can calcify over time (6)

24	Judgement	of	Paris???	(8)

Down

1 Lethal	jellyfish	found	in	Mediterranean		
 and America (6)

2	 Murder	victim	sounds	like	the	first	of	26		
 in the armed forces (4)

3 I'm out of assembled Parliament during  
	 pregnancy	(8)

4 Neptunian burst of lunar energy (6)

5 Vapour seen drifting from cosmic   
	 explosions	(10)

6 Chilled Italian male popularity not up  
	 for	contradiction	(8)

8 Every degree analysis bombs, sadly (6,7)

13 Place to create new way of doing things  
 for Valentina, Helen and Sally (10)

15 Little missus leaves pharmacist's sliced  
	 bread	round	flat	(8)

16	Same	old	tables	-	not	a	nostalgia	trip	(8)

18 Eclipse of regional French sect (6)

20 City father loses face over pyramid  
 scheme (6)

22 Crashed cars doing doughnuts! (4)
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Astro-X-Ray: Lynne Ewart
Lynne is a successful and busy consultant and media astrologer 
who lives in Scotland. Her star sign columns appear in the 
Scottish Sunday Mail, YOURS magazine and No 1 Magazine with 
a collective readership of around four million people. She also 
provides astrological audio and web content for national and 
international media

Q: When did you first realise 
that astrology had completely 
taken possession of you – if 
indeed it has?

LE: Saturn return, when after 
dabbling with casting natal charts, 
someone’s Mars over my Saturn 
kicked my butt to study properly.

Q: Where do you live and work? 
Which country? Briefly describe 
your office and the view from 
the principal window, if any. 

LE: West coast of Scotland, looking out to sea across to the 
Isle of Arran.

Q: Name one feature of your birth chart that stands 
out as a major trait – and is known to loved ones, less 
so to acquaintances.

LE: Chiron in the 11th in Capricorn. Social gatherings make 
me want to bolt, yet I’ve stood on stages in work mode and 
presented on national radio. 

Q: Could you tell us how you learnt astrology. 

LE: I was gifted a book called Star Signs for Lovers by Liz 
Greene by my Aquarius father, a senior psychiatric nurse. 
He’d found it in the staff room. I was then taught the basics at 
age 22 by someone who read my chart. I studied at the Mayo 
School of Astrology under Terry Dwyer.

Q: How did you learn the astro art/trade? Who 
inspired your interest?

LE: I’m constantly inspired by so many astrologers. I taught 
myself to write columns because I really enjoyed it. Success 
was genuinely a by-product.

Q: You write horoscopes for various newspapers and 
magazines. Do you regard these columns as astrology 
or entertainment or both? 

LE: Both. I hope I bring insights, but simple astrology can be 
enlightening.

Q: How busy are you? For instance, do you work 27/7 
or could you, just doing astrology? Presumably you 
have clients, also?

LE: I used to work seven days a week. Thanks to newspaper 
revenues dropping massively, that’s changed, but what a 
wonderful life I’ve enjoyed as a media astrologer! I work less 
hours now. But astrology is my passion. 

Q: Which astrological software program do you use? 
Ever hand-draw charts?

LE: Being taught to hand-draw a chart is essential! I use Solar 
Fire though.

Q: You practise Tarot also. Do you find that the cards 
and astrology work together or are they entirely 
different disciplines? Do you have to be ‘psychic’? 

LE: I resist the definition of being ‘psychic’ because we all have 
senses, some sharper than others. My dad gave me my first 
Tarot deck. I love the correlation.

Q: Have you ever seen a ghost? If so, please tell all.

LE: Nope. But my mum spoke to me two years after she died. I 
jumped out of my skin. What she told me was later confirmed. 
My father-in-law spoke to me at the exact minute he passed, 
35 miles away, asking me to pass a message to his wife.

Q: And finally, Lynne, would you say you are 
powerful? 

LE: I love the power of kindness. We all have that.

Lynne’s website: Lynneewart.com

Lynne’s view of the Isle of Arran, Scotland
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