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Global Miss Americana 0"
ALISON BOULTON , @
Her tens of millions A
of fans worldwide are N

called ‘Swifties’ and 7 }
she has 14 Grammy :
Awards to her name,
among so many other
accolades. What lies
ahead for this mega-
talented Sagittarian
singer-songwriter

— in life and love?
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Taylor Swift, the girl who grew up on a
Christmas tree farm in Pennsylvania,
is today one of the world’s best-selling
music artists. Her Eras tour, which ends
on 8 December 2024, is the highest-
grossing tour of all time, and in 2023
she attained billionaire status. But who
is she really? What does her birth chart
reveal about the person behind the
consummate performer and master
lyricist?

Her Ascendant 25°33’ Scorpio indicates
that she approaches life with sensitivity
and caution. Swift’s penetrating gaze,
slightly hooded eyes and low forehead
all resonate with the Scorpio eagle, and
the mystery around her birth time also
chimes with a Scorpio window on the
world.

Scorpio is a Fixed Water sign: contained,
often impenetrable and very sensitive.
No one reads the room like a Scorpio
Ascendant. Conversely, they can be
very hard to read. Her angular Mars at
26°47 Scorpio adds to the intensity
and gifts her incredible determination,
imagination, deep emotional power
and the ability to keep secrets.

Scorpio co-ruler, Pluto, sits in the 12t
house of the collective unconscious,
linking the Ascendant to the deeper
realms of the collective psyche and
enabling her to ‘tune in’ to the spirit of
the times.

Swift’s Sagittarius Sun falls in the Tt
house and is completely unaspected.
So, this optimistic, radiant, fiery energy
burstsinto the world without constraint
or question. In the Equal House system,
the Sun rules - and trines - the 10%
house Leo cusp becoming a blazing,
unadulterated beacon of supremely
confident solar energy projecting itself
out into the world. This seems entirely
apt for a woman who, in concert, is
every inch the star and, like Sagittarius
ruler, Jupiter, naturally takes the lead
role in her own myth.

This bright Sagittarius Sun mixed with
the intensity of Scorpio creates an
approach to the world which somehow
manages to be full of energy, fun and
mysterious all at the same time.

At its best, Sagittarius is a fiercely
independent sign with a joyful
confidence and buckets of self-
belief that spill over to inspire and
give confidence to others. It has an
openness and honesty that is devoid
of dissimulation. Sagittarius is all about
the journey. It hopes you’re on board,
but if you can’t make it, too bad: Sag
will go anyway and might see you there.

All of which might make Taylor
Swift sound unapproachable

Not so. In conversation she comes
across as honest, quick-witted and
genuinely friendly - areal person, in fact.
She has Mercury in Capricorn which has
a reputation for serious thinking, but
Capricorn can also have a dry sense
of humour and it would have been
impossible to script her interviews with
UK chat show host Graham Norton.
She is genuinely entertaining and often
funny. Mercury trines the MC to within
8 minutes of arc enabling her to express
herself fluently on the public stage.

Swift’s 3"-house Venus in Aquarius,
unaspected apart from an edgy
quincunx to her Moon, contributes
to her likeable nature. Venus is about
relating and values. Aquarius is kind
and friendly in a detached, impersonal
way, suggesting she sees herself as
a citizen of planet Earth along with
everyone else. The Moon in Cancer
adds sensitivity and feeling.

Swift’s Aquarian Venus and Sagittarian
Sun also reflect her strong belief in
independence and her status as a
pro-choice feminist. She has publicly
criticised the US Supreme Court’s
decision to end Federal abortion rights
and she advocates for LGBT rights,
as well as supporting gun control
reform. In the 3™ house it reflects her
commitment to speaking publicly on
these issues.

Swift has a packed 2" house of
personal resources and values

This opposes an equally packed
8% house of shared resources and
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Ruler: Jupiter
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inconsistent, bossy, insensitive.

C

Moon
(our instinctive responses)

Cancer
Yin, Cardinal, Water
Ruler: Moon

Cancer can be...
fun, caring, emotional, ,
nurturing, protective, tenacious,
thrifty, imaginative... ,

needy, ,conservative,

Ascendant
(our approach to the world)

Scorpio
Yin, Fixed, Water
Rulers: Mars and Pluto
Symbols: the Scorpion and the
Eagle

Scorpio can be...
incisive, determined, perceptive,
penetrating, self-controlled,
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suspicious, , ,
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values. The task of balancing these
will probably be an important theme
in her life. The opposition falls across
the Cancer/Capricorn axis, signs which
describe the challenge of combining
nurturing and caring with duty and
responsibility.

This see-saw in her chart with Uranus,
Mercury, Neptune and Saturn in
Capricorn opposed to Moon, Jupiter
and Chiron in Cancer, raises the
possibility of emotional volatility in her
childhood and a high level of parental
expectation. The eating disorder she
describes in her documentary Miss
Americana may relate to this, as may
her strong desire to be ‘good’.

Parental pressure to succeed may
not have been intentional but Swift’s
sensitive Scorpio Ascendant and
Cancer Moon will be adept at picking up
the unspoken and often unconscious
messages. She may have simply sensed
that parental approval and emotional
‘nourishment’ depended on being
‘good’ and doing it ‘right’ (Cancer Moon
opposition Capricorn stellium),and that
these could be withheld if somehow,
she wasn’t ‘good’.

When Miss Americana was released
on Netflix on 31 January 2020,
transiting Mercury stood on the cusp
of Swift’s natal 4" house exactly
square her Ascendant/Descendant
axis suggesting this was an important
moment for her. Had she said the right
things? How would her revelations be
received? Generally, the documentary
was considered successful and fans
loved it but, perhaps predictably, many
critics felt it didn’t reveal enough.

Swift is incredibly wealthy as the 2
house indicates, and, with Saturn in
Capricorn in the 2" she takes the
responsibility of her wealth seriously.
She has invested substantially in real
estate (Capricorn loves property) but
is also known for her generosity and
philanthropy (Sagittarius Sun, Jupiter
and Moon in Cancer in 8%).

Her Virgo Midheaven is ruled by
Mercury and trined by the Capricorn
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Elements:

Fire: Sun

Earth: Mercury, Saturn

Air: Venus

Water: Moon, Mars, Jupiter

Taylor Swift has a good balance
of all four Elements. Water is
primary so she may have a strong
imagination and be naturally
caring and sensitive, often using
feeling to navigate her world.

NS J

stellium. This is a skilful, self-critical and
ambitious combination. It offers her the
ability to minutely plan and organise her
extremely busy and complicated life -
something she has said she prefers to
do herself. She is also known to work
incredibly hard, which is very Virgo/
Capricorn. She consistently performs
demanding dance routines while
simultaneously singing and engaging
with the audience, as well as writing or
co-writing all of her own material.

Swift’s Sagittarius solar energy
might be independent and
outgoing

But her Moon in Cancer gives us a
glimpse of the caring, nurturing and
more vulnerable person behind the
performer, and this is the self she
reveals in her lyrics. It’s this authenticity
that makes her so relatable. In ‘So
Long, London’, a song from her latest
album The Tortured Poets Department
she sings about her break-up with Joe
Alwyn.

“You shit-talked me under the table,
talking rings and talking cradles/l wish
| could un-recall how we almost had it
all,” and “I’'m pissed off you let me give
you all that youth for free”.

Swift is alluding to the fact that a
break up for women in their thirties can
be so much more than just a broken

heart - it can be the smashing of their
dreams of a family. Taylor Swift, with
the Moon in nurturing Cancer conjunct
Jupiter - which co-rules the 5th house
of children - probably intends to have
a family some day. She has certainly
mentioned in an interview how her
“grandkids will be able to Google what
she was wearing”. Her closeness to her
own motheris symbolised by the Moon/
Jupiter conjunction and it tells us that
she finds meaning through nurturing
and emotional closeness. This may be
something she hopes to replicate.

£ 2

Travis Kﬁmo credit; Jeffrey Beall

So, how do things look with
Swift’s current partner,
American football hero, Travis
Kelce?

His birth time is unknown, but his
Libra Sun and Mars will definitely be
all about relationship. This is a guy
who is naturally charming, friendly and
sociable, able to negotiate and find
the middle ground in order to maintain
balance and equanimity in his life.

His Moon is in Sagittarius and although
we can’t judge it’s proximity to Swift’s
Sun, the fact that these planets are in
the same sign is already very positive.
Harmonious luminaries (Sun and
Moon) in synastry suggest a shared
understanding of how things are. In
fact, the connection could be especially
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Taylor Swift Natal 13 Dec 1989, Wed 05:17 EST +5:00
Reading Hospital Geocentric Tropical Equal

important for Swift as it might help to
integrate herisolated solar energy more
fully into her own life.

Something had to be extra-strong to
bring these two people together and
to hold them fast through all the media
scrutiny. Kelce’s natal Venus in Scorpio
conjunct Swift’s Mars and Ascendant
signify powerful sexual attraction. And,
fortunately, Scorpio knows how to
be loyal and to stick with something
even when the going gets tough. A
Scorpio Venus is always invested in its
relationships. Kelce might want more
closeness than Swift’s Aquarian Venus
is comfortable with but this is hopefully
something that can be worked through.

There are lots of positives in their
synastry, so perhaps this is the man to
share Taylor Swift’s life-adventure. With
her Sun and his Moon both disposited
by Jupiter in Cancer, they also share a
nurturing, family-oriented vibe.

2024 has been phenomenally
successful for Taylor Swift and the
current Solar Return (December 2023)
reflects this, with Mars in Sagittarius

tightly conjunct the Midheaven and

Saturn in Pisces making dreams come
true through commitment and hard
work on the Ascendant.

So, what energies are coming
into Swift’s life as she turns 35?

Both Saturn and Neptune leave Pisces
for Aries next year where they will
challenge her natal Moon perhaps
highlighting her mother’s iliness and her
own hopes of starting a family at some
point. Swift has already shared her
mother’s cancer diagnosis and there
could be some emotionally challenging
times ahead as the family continue to
work through this.

Transiting Pluto conjunct natal Venus
in Aquarius in the 3 house suggests
major transformation of values and
relationships and perhaps also the
sense of stepping into her power as
a woman and vocalising her ideals.
Swift has been using her platform to
support issues she believes in for some
time, but she has now also moved
into politics to endorse Kamala Harris
for the US presidency - an action
which immediately elicited a toxic

Taylor Swift Solar Return 13 Dec 2023, Wed 11:24:48
EST +5:00 Reading Hospital Geocentric Tropical Equal

and personal response from Elon
Musk. These kinds of Plutonic power
battles are something she may have to
contend with this coming year as she
continues to use her influence to give
voice to herideals.

Fele! Jo)0)

Lunar phase: Full Moon

This phase indicates a clear vision
of reality and the fulfilment of
potential. The Full Moon shines
brightly.

Taylor Swift’s birth time

This has been the subject of
considerable debate. In Tay: The
Taylor Swift Story, biographer
Jill Parker quotes a birth time of
05.17 though this has never been
independently verified. Throrough
examination of Swift’s chart,
together with research into her
life, suggest that it stands a good
chance of being accurate and it
has been used in this article.
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Transits suggest that the road may not be easy through 2025
and deep emotions may be involved but it doesn’t mean that
Swift won’t get what she wants or be able to work through the
challenges. Her planets in Water gift her a deep understanding
of the process of life and that upbeat Sagittarius Sun has the
ability to keep on moving optimistically towards the horizon.

ALISON BOULTON

Alison Boulton MA, D.F.Astrol.S. is a professional astrologer
and writer who contributes regular articles to The
Astrological Journal and has been pubished on Astrodienst.
Her own astrology journey began in the 1980s after an
intense consultation with Liz Greene. Inspired, she began
studying with the Faculty of Astrological Studies and gained
the Foundation certificate 1988. Liz Greene’s work led her to
Jung and to psychological astrology which she has explored
extensively. More recently, she returned to the Faculty and
gained her Advanced Diploma. Alison is based in the southern
French countryside beneath a canopy of stars where she
has a busy consultancy practice. Website: Instagram.com/
alisonastrologer
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Taylor Swift Natal Inner Ring: 13 Dec 1989, Wed 05:17 EST +5:00
Reading Hospital Geocentric Tropical Equal

Transits Event Middle Ring: 1 Nov 2024, Fri 11:35 EDT +4:00
Reading Hospital Geocentric Tropical Equal

Transits Event Outer Ring: 1Nov 2025, Sat 11:36 EDT +4:00
Reading Hospital Geocentric Tropical Equal

New and Full Moons November-December 2024

Phase Date Sign/Degree Ephemeris Time
New 1 Nov 9 Scorpio 35 12:48

Full 15 Nov 25 Taurus 01 21:30

New 1Dec 9 Sagittarius 33 6:23

Full 15 Dec 23 Gemini 53 9:03

New 30 Dec 9 Capricorn 44 22:28

Significant aspects

Trine Saturn; Mars opposite Pluto;
Mercury opposite Uranus

Moon conjunct Uranus; Mercury
opposite Jupiter

New Moon square Saturn;
Mercury retrograde opposite
Jupiter; Mars opposite Pluto

Full Moon in t-square to Neptune;
Saturn square Jupiter

Mars opposite Pluto; Jupiter
retrograde opposite Mercury;
Venus square Uranus

Themes

Confrontational energies - the 5 Nov
US Presidential Election. A highly
contentious chart

Popular uprisings or great
unsettlement. Pluto ingresses
Aquarius on the 19th marking a time
of epochal change

Chart remains tense. Especial need
for restraint. In personal charts,
agreements are favoured with
patience

Long-term planetary cycles highlight
sustainability issues. Realities must
be faced. Signs of growing interest in
mysticism or religion

Important decisions should be
delayed to a more favourable time.
Jupiter goes direct on 4 Feb 2025.
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New Stars for a New Era:

A Consciousness Workbook for our 10 New Planets

Ity

Reviewed by Georgina Sierra in the FAA Journal.

New Zealand Astrologer Alan Clay brings a new book to the astrological
literature zeitgeist. As a writer, clown, director, producer and teacher,

he brings his talents to an entertaining read about dwarf planets in his
new book, New Stars for a New Era - A Consciousness Workbook For Our
10 New Planets.

Alan examines each dwarf

Thebodi‘t‘i':‘e;‘;zr &< — s planet discovered between

bee"“:‘a\e,e‘. p—— 2000 and 2007, namely:
- Ixion, Orcus, Salacia,
Varuna, Haumea, Quaoar,
Makemake, Gonggong, Eris
and Sedna. The title page of
each chapter is illustrated
by Karen La Puma, with
beautiful colour images
reminiscent of tarot cards.
Each image summarises
what the dwarf planet is
about. It also shows which
planets it is the higher
octave of.

univers

This book is not an
astrological cookbook by
any means. This is what sets
this book apart from the
rest. Being called a
workbook, Alan balances
each interpretation with
positive aspects and the
unique challenges each dwarf planet can bring into our lives. Whether by
its house placement or triggered by transit. Alan provides clues and
questions one needs to ask oneself to understand these dwarf planets in
their life. Alan then delineates what each dwarf planet represents through
the houses, with celebrity examples.

Once we understand what each dwarf planet represents in our
charts, we can face the gifts and challenges they bring into

our lives. In reading this book, | found my natal dwarf planet
placements. | read each personal placement and was astounded.
| saw parts of my personality appearing through Alan’s words.

It brought a depth to my chart | hadn’t seen before.

Alan’s creative skills have been beautifully applied to writing
this book. I think this is a wonderful reference publication for
every astrologer’s collection for many years to come.

dwarfplanet

Nov/Dec 2024  Stellar in the Astrological Journal



Actor George Clooney is a Taurean with Moon in Capricorn
conjunct Saturn in his Placidus 11*" house. This reflects the
serious person we know him to be, with a practical nature and
powerful humanitarian interests. Lawyer Amal Clooney is an
Aquarian with Moon in Sagittarius, sign of justice.

He: A disseminating [late phase] Moon endows him with an
instinct to share his knowledge. Venus in Aries is passionate
but can make a struggle of sharing a life - at least in younger
years. Pisces rising accounts for his gentle, creative persona.

She: We don’t know Amal’s birth time, but she has a
Locomotive chart indicating relentlessness.The Locomotive is
led by Jupiter, planet of justice-seeking. Her Venus in Aquarius
requires emotional space. Venus symbolises relationships.

Strengths together: His Venus is on her lunar nodal axis: they
are soulmates. Their two Venuses and two Moons are sextile:
they have much on common. There is a strong mind-heart
connection with his Moon/Saturn on her Mercury in Capricorn.

Challenges together: Their two Suns are square which
suggests that much negotiation and compromise makes this
marriage work. Her Mars opposes his Saturn: a strong sexual
attraction but the couple may get locked in power struggles.

Overall: A powerful union on different levels. And where
there are differences, these mainly are best resolved through
compromise.

Instant Synastry
George and Amal Clooney

Inner Wheel: George Clooney Natal Chart
6 May 1961, Sat 02:58 EST +5:00 Lexington,
Kentucky 38°N02'57" 084°W30'01" Geocentric Tropical
Placidus Mean Node

Outer Wheel: Amal Clooney Natal Chart
3 Feb 1978, Fri 12:00 EET -2:00 Beyrouth,
Lebanon 33°N53' 035°E30' Geocentric Tropical
0° Aries Mean Node

A guided tour of the fabulous
astrology books we publish at

The Wessex Astrologer.

Visit us at
www.wessexastrologe r.com
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THE ASTROLOGY INTERVIEW

SUE BRAYNE: CELEBRATING ASTROLOGY

Stellar editor Victor Olliver discusses
Geoffery Cornelius and divination in
astrology with Sue Brayne. Many tributes
to Cornelius in The Astrological Journal

(Nov-Dec 2024).

Stories from a Stargazer’s Casebook:

The two Monks

Anne Whitaker

When consulting with clients full-time,
| used to put up a quick consultation
chart, after making preparatory notes,
shortly before the client’s arrival. | have
always worked ‘blind, working only
with the date, place and time of birth,
considering that astrology speaks most
powerfully that way.

Fast forward to an afternoon in July
1997 - only the key details stand out
now. The upcoming consultation chart
showed a Gemini Moon square a Virgo/
Pisces nodal axis, widely opposite Pluto
in Sagittarius. Hmm, something critical
involving service, sacrifice and travel/
study, | thought. Looks interesting.

Bang on time, my client arrived. |
expected to meet a young man of 24,
on his second 12-year Jupiter Return; a
new adventure therefore beckoning. The
door opened. Two men stepped into my
office, shaven headed, wearing Buddhist
robes. The older man explained that he

would have to sit in on the session; his
mentee was not allowed to be alone
with a woman. “Well,” | thought, “Moon
in Gemini - and there’s two of them. Fair
enough!”

With part of my vocational background
rooted in years of social work practice in
two of the toughest housing schemes
in Scotland, it took more than a pair
of perfectly civil Buddhist monks to
intimidate me. However, | must admit
that it was quite the challenge to get
on with an hour’s reading whilst acutely
aware of the very attentive audience
sitting bolt upright on one of my comfy
counselling practice chairs - a mere five
feet away from the table at which my
client and myself were sitting.

Greg (not his real name) was being
sent that autumn by his Order to travel
around an Asian country for some
months with only his begging bowl.
He had been gifted this reading by a

therapist colleague whose concern
| now understood. The poor lad was
doing his best not to show that he was
extremely apprehensive. | did my best
to reassure him by concentrating on the
more positive patterns revealed by his
horoscope. On their departure, by way of
farewell, | offered a handshake - a hug
hardly seemed apt.

“No, no”, said the mentor. “We are not
allowed to touch a woman.”

I never did hear from Greg again. That
consultation chart, though, was pretty
much ‘on the money’.

Website: anne-whitaker.com
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TOP 10 ASTROLOGY INFLUENCERS ©

on Social Media (Selected)

Chani Nicholas
@chaninicholas

603,000 followers on Instagram

Isabella Mezzadri

@isabellamezzadri

407,000 followers on Instagram

Susan Miller

@astrologyzone

169,000 followers on Instagram

Aliza Kelly
@alizakelly

161,000 followers on Instagram

Colin Bedell
(@queercosmos

155,100 followers on Instagram

Velan Astrology
@velan_astrology

130,000 followers on Instagram

Chris Brennan

@chrisbrennan?7

Nearly 73,000 followers on X

Russell Grant
@THERussellGrant

Nearly 60,000 followers on X

The Leo King
@theleokingdom

43,000 followers on Instagram

Samuel F. Reynolds
@UnlockAstrology

12,600 followers on X

THE v’y
ASTROLOGICAL @ ASSOCIATION

CONFERENCE 2025
MYTH AND MODERNITY

Toabn Hood Leguc

~a in Aquarian Time

29-31 AUGUST 2025

Hybrid Conference (Residential and Zoom)
Eastwood Hall, Nottingham, UK

Conference bookings open from 1 February 2025

Apply to speak by 27 November

Speaker Information
Apply Now
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Whatis

it about
Instagram
and...

the #Crab?

Cancer emerges as the most hash tagged zodiac sign on
Instagram with an astonishing 19,952,165 public posts
by users, in a research project conducted by Stellar
magazine (on 11 October 2024). This compares with
Libra (for example) that has a mere 6,854,276 public
posts. Second comes Leo at 16,805,444 while Scorpio
trails considerably in third place with 9,552,251. Most
modest of all is Sagittarius at a paltry 4,476,779 public
posts.

The public posts include references to or questions
about a user’s sign.

Elementally, earth signs (Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn) seem
the least interested in posting about their sign. Water
signs (Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces) by far beat the other
elements in zodiac sign interest.

The poll only took account of hash tagged single sign
words (e.g. #Gemini). Other words such as ‘#Ariesmemes’
were ignored.

Stellar editor Victor Olliver comments on these results:
“l would have expected Leo to be the top sign because
of the stereotype of self-regard. Yet with Cancer
leading the way, perhaps we must factor in the sign’s
renowned sensitivity that is expressed in self-curiosity
and perhaps the need for validation or finding the great
family of ‘crabs’ out there on social media - Cancer is
very much the sign of clans.

“The other surprising outcome is the general uniformity
of numbers between Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Virgo, Libra,
Capricorn and Aquarius, each polling between about
five and six million public posts.

“Cancer and Scorpio are highly sensitive signs - you
could say they are attuned more than other signs
to the zeitgeist. Cancer can be needy; Scorpio likes
to investigate. Yet Pisces (another water sign) polls
modestly which may be an indication of a tendency
to seek information from within rather than without -
plainly we need to do more work to make sense of these
results.”

Point of View:

Working with Children’s Charts

Alex Trenoweth, principal of the Rohini
Academy of Astrology and a child
protection and safeguarding specialist,
proposes that any astrologer working with
children’s horoscopes undergo specialised
training.

RAA is an astrology school specialising in helping astrologers
recognise the opportunities and limitations of working
with the charts of children. It should be common practice
to understand that working with children requires a very
different skills set from working with adults.

And yet, very often astrologers mistakenly believe they
automatically have the right to consult with people under the
age of 18 without formal training, police vetting or the right
qualifications. Offering a three-tier course, At the Rohini, |
guide astrologers through how they can work with children’s
charts safely and ethically without jeopardising their astrology
practices.

Margaret Gray, a childcare Social Worker and psychotherapist,
says of Alex: “You are the perfect person to teach this, with
all your experience as a teacher, as well as an astrologer”.
RAA offers its full, flexible course three times per year and
provides each successful student with a beautiful certificate
to validate their practice and knowledge. This course is the
perfect chance to add a new, safe and compliant, service to
their practice.

alextrenoweth.co.uk/category/educators-astrology

4 )

Advertise in Stellar

Text/image and video ads available, with direct links to
your website. Get your content direct to a worldwide
audience.

www.astrologicalassociation.com/stellar-advertising

- J
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MIAN (A

SCHOOL OF ASTROLOGY

Offering certified classes and courses
to students around the globe.

Webinars & live classes

What, precisely, is an... orb

An orb tells astrologers how precise an aspect is - and
an aspect basically is the alignment by degrees between
planets and points in a horoscope. For instance, if your Sun
is at 12 degrees Gemini and your Moon is at 12 degrees
Virgo, this is an exact square (three signs apart) because
both planets are on the same degree in their respective
signs.

But it would still be a square even if the Moon was at 15
degrees Virgo or 8 degrees Virgo. This latitude is called the
‘orb’. It tells us when an aspect is triggered. An exact orb is
considered more powerful than a wide one.

So, how much of an ‘orb of influence’ is allowed each
aspect? How many degrees? There are different views on
the matter. (By the way, an orb is either side of a planet -
so a 10-degree orb allows a 20-degree influence, applying
and separating.)

Astrodienst at astro.com uses master astrologer Liz
Greene’s recommended orbs for certain chart types.
For instance, she allows a 10-degree orb for Sun/Moon
conjunctions, oppositions, squares, and trines, but only 3
degrees for sextiles.

Many modern astrologers allow a larger orb for the Sun
and Moon aspects - usually up to 12 degrees. For trines
and squares - 7 or 8 degrees. But in horary astrology -
governed by classical rules - orbs can be wider: 15 degrees
for the Sun; 12 degrees for the Moon; 7 degrees for Mars,
etc. (NB: Orbs in horary will vary. For instance, according to
whether a planet is applying to or separating from another
planet - but that’s another subject.)

When it comes to transit (and secondary progression)
charts, tighter orbs are applied in the main - 1 degree
either side of the planet, usually. Some astrologers only
allow 30-second orbs either side. In solar arc direction
charts, normally you would allow an arc of 1 degree as

representing one year (30 seconds applying, 30 seconds
separating - six months each).

It's advised that an element of common sense is used in
determining whether an orb is activated or not. But as with all
things in astrology, practitioners use their experience to fine-
tune chart work.

~apal

>rofessional Astrologers

The Association of Professional
Astrologers International

Are you thinking of having an astrology reading but don’t
know how to find a reputable astrologer, one who is highly
qualified, ethical, will treat you sensitively and professionally,
and hopefully meet your needs. This is where the APAI can
help.

The APAI is a professional body that only allows astrologers
who have had many years of training to join.

To find an astrologer go to our website at:
www.professionalastrologers.co.uk

You can search by country, area, speciality, language and type
of Consultation, whether in person, on zoom, written or by
phone.
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Pope Francis denounced
astrology at his Wednesday
General Audience on 25
September, prompting
much controversy. His @pontifex X
account tweeted: “Our secularised
is teeming with magicians,
occultism, spiritism, astrologers and
satanic sects. If we kick the devil out
the door, he tries to return through
the window. If we overcome him with
faith, he seeks to return through
superstition.”

world

The Catholic News Agency further
reported his words: “Be careful because
the devil is clever, but we Christians,
thank God, are smarter than he is..”

The Pope quoted from a Father of the
Church, St. Caesarius of Arles: “After
Christ on the cross defeated forever
the power of the ‘ruler of this world, the
devil... ‘is bound, like a dog on a chain;
he cannot bite anyone except those
who, defying the danger, go near him...
He can bark, he can urge, but he can
bite only those who want.”

The astrology community challenged
the Pope via various social media. US-
based Hellenistic astrologerandteacher
Chris Brennan tweeted a message to @
pontifex: “Fun fact: the first book of the
Christian Bible features a story about
how God sent an astrological omen to
announce the birth of Jesus, and then
a group of astrologers followed it and
paid tribute to him”.

This is a reference to the Gospel of St
Matthew which speaks of the Magi

Pope Francis
Condemns Astrology

Astrologers hit back

who “came from the East” following
the Star of Bethlehem to “worship”
the “one who has been born king
of the Jews” Website New World
Encyclopedia (newworldencyclopedia.
org) defines ‘magi’ as “a class of ancient
Zoroastrian  astrologer-priests who
once lived in the Persian Empire”.

Such an understanding places
astrology at the heart of the Nativity
Story, seeming to contradict the Pope’s

understanding or faith.

Another X account, The Leo King,
tweeted the Pope: “If you opened the
Vatican Library, you would change
the world with truth. But, instead, you
choose to not bring truth to the world.
I'll be nice and say, open your heart to
the truth.”

Other responders included Bruce
Scofield (who has a PhD in geoscience)
who wrote simply: “Astrology is not
superstition”. The Modern Hermeticist
tweeted: “While God  definitely
invented astrology in Genesis 1:14, there
is nevertheless a traditional element of
the three wise men story told in the
Church that is about the magi finding
the Christ child and immediately giving
up the instruments of their idolatry
(gold, frankincense, and myrrh used in
magical operations), never to use them
again.”

To which Brennan responded: “Those
later interpretations of the Magi story
are weak attempts to downplay the
obviously important role of astrology
and astrologers in the birth of Jesus,
and it cannot be taken for granted that
those later negative attempts to spin
the story accurately represent what
the giving of those gifts was intended
to represent by the author of Matthew”.

The history of the Roman Catholic

Church and astrology is not as
straightforward as Pope
appears to think. In his essay ‘Astrology
in the Renaissance’, Dorit Malz writes:
“Astrology played an important role at
the papal courts like those of Paul Il
(1417-1471) [who] confessed to astrology
in his public inaugural speech), Sixtus IV
(1414-1471), Innozenz VIII (1432-1492),
Alexander VI (1431-1503).” Pope Julius Il
(1443-1513) openly used astrology.

Francis

As astrologer Peter Stockinger writes on
his website (starsandstones.wordpress.
com): “Pope Julius ll.was an ardent
follower of astrology. His personal
astrologer, Antonio Campanazzo,
postponed Julius’ coronation to make
sure that the event would fall on an
auspicious date. During his time in
office, Julius ordered the demolition
of the sacred early Christian basilica,
built over the tomb of St Peter. It was
to be replaced with the new Saint
Peter’s Basilica, which was to become
a world-famous landmark. Again, Julius
astrologers were called into elect the
most auspicious moment for the laying
of the foundation stone” Stockinger
names a large number of popes who
used astrology, either publicly or
privately.

Pope Sylvester Il (c.936-1003, originally
known as Gerbert of Aurillac) was also
knownto have studied astrology.English
monk William of Malmesbury in De
Rebus Gestis Regum Anglorum records
that Gerbert “quickly became more
knowledgeable than anyone around
him in mathematics, astronomy and
astrology” [Wikipedia].

The Catechism of the Catholic Church
states that “All forms of divination are
to be rejected..” Yet the history of the
Church reveals a complex interplay
between faith and astrology.
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Astro Gold for macOS is the
latest in reliable and elegant
astrology software for the
Mac computer.

The list of professional
astrology tools grows
every year. And Astro Gold
is a high-precision app for
both beginners and
professionals.

Astro Gold macOS has been
developed by the original
creators of Solar Fire for
Windows.

You can easily import your
Solar Fire or 10 charts and
work seamlessly with your
Astro Gold iOS charts on the
iCloud.
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ASTRO-X-RAY

Kenan Yasin Bolukbasi

‘Experimental astrologer’ Kenan was born in 1989 in Istanbul. Among his many
areas of expertise are medieval astrology, Vedic, horary, financial astrology and
relationships astrology. He is also an ISAR Cap. Before turning to astrology he

graduated in Molecular biology and Genetics

Q: When did you first realise that astrology had completely
taken possession of you - if indeed it has?

KYB: No one in my family had an interest in astrology, but
I've always been deeply curious about the unknown. | initially
sought to explore it through science. Take, for instance,
world wars - they were great tragedies, yet they also sparked
significant scientific advancements. This taught me that even
in the darkest events, there can be unexpected progress. In
time, | understood that while science provided essential
answers, it didn’t offer the full picture. Astrology captivated
me by complementing science, allowing me to see eventsin a
more interconnected way and uncover the deeper truths and
patterns behind them.

Q: Where do you live and work? Which country? Briefly
describe your office and the view from the principal window,
if any.

KYB: I live in Istanbul, Turkey. After the pandemic, | transitioned
to working from home, which was the best decision for me.
My 6% house (representing the work environment) is ruled
by Saturn in Capricorn, along with Uranus and Neptune,
reflecting this shift. Born in 1989, | feel the influence of these
generational planets, and the concept of being a ‘digital
nomad’ fits me perfectly, combining Uranus’s innovation,
Saturn’s structure and Neptune’s virtual world.

Q: Name one feature of your birth chart that stands out
as a major trait - and is known to loved ones, less so to
acquaintances.

KYB: Great question! I'd say the exact square between my
Uranus and Mars. I’'m a motorcycle enthusiast. Not in terms
of extreme sports, but this aspect, which reflects non-
conformity (Saturn-Uranus conjunction), provides me with
fast transportation and makes me feel free. Honestly, no
one would have imagined me in leather jackets, boots, and a
motorcycle helmet until now.

Q: How did you learn the astro art/trade? Who/what inspired
your interest?

KYB: | first encountered astrology through blogs in my
country, but what truly inspired me were the discussions
and exchanges on the Skyscript forum. | then studied neo-
classical astrology in Turkey, followed by earning a diploma
from a three-year APAl-accredited school, and later, the ISAR
Cap certification. For two years, | worked as an assistant at a
prominent school, handling publishing tasks. During this time,
I also worked on the Turkish localisation of the Sirius software
and managed the OPA Turkey Facebook page. Throughout

this journey, | had the opportunity to connect with many
renowned international astrologers.

Q: You read Molecular Biology and Genetics at university
in Istanbul. What triggered your decision to become an
astrologer instead of a scientist? And what did loved ones
think?
KYB: After my four-year undergraduate journey, | began
an internship, which ultimately led me to make this major
decision. During that time, | was deeply inspired by a poem
from one of Turkey’s beloved poets, Nazim Hikmet Ran, titled
‘On Living’.

“Living is no laughing matter:

you must take it seriously,
()
or else in a laboratory
in your white coat and safety glasses,
you can die for people -
even for people whose faces you’ve never seen,
even though you know living
is the most real, the most beautiful thing”

This poem, along with my experiences during the internship,
made me reflect on whether | was truly taking life seriously
and if | envisioned my future in the way the poem described
- working in a lab, serving a cause that, while noble, didn’t
fully align with my inner quest for meaning. It was in those
moments of introspection that | decided to pursue astrology
as a profession.

That said, | haven’t abandoned science. | still keep up with the
latest developments and research. There’s a valuable secret
I'd like to share with astrology enthusiasts: understanding
the micro world - physics, chemistry, biology - enriches your
comprehension of the macro world, astrology. Hermes’s
saying, “As above, so below,” perfectly captures this idea.
| believe anyone serious about astrology should remain
engaged with science. This approach has transformed my
career into a journey of deeper meaning, and the exploration
continues.

Q: Your scholarship in astrology is extensive, from the
medieval and horary to Vedic and esoteric. Do you practise
a default technique, or do you vary according to the client’s
needs? Could you give at least one example?

KYB: Let’s think of it like a doctor-patient relationship. A doctor
uses various tools (X-rays, MRIs, blood tests, etc.) to find the
source of the issue, and often addresses symptoms rather
than the root cause. However, modern holistic medicine has
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begun focusing on aspects such as sleep health, nutrition
quality and circadian rhythm. In astrology, | also adopt a
holistic approach in my consultations.

Q: You call yourself an ‘experimental astrologer’. What does
this mean?

KYB: Thank you for this question. The revolutions in astrology
and the development of new techniques fascinate me,
which is why | call myself an experimental astrologer. My
primary advice to students is to collect and analyze data
on everything. Experimental astrologers gather data, explore
new discoveries, maintain statistics, and develop methods
by integrating various systems. | aim to ensure that astrology
students not only gain foundational knowledge but also apply
astrology within societal systems, allowing them to combine
it with their professions or areas of interest.

Q: What would you say is your ultimate ambition - if any? For
example, would you like to become even more immersed in
the major astrology organisations? Or is it your client practice
that interests you most?

KYB: | believe the purpose of life is to experience and find
fulfilment. Think of a cell - its genetic code represents all
the experiences it accumulates throughout its life. The cell
then tries to pass these experiences on, through mitosis or
meiosis, driven by movements like phototaxis or chemotaxis,
which symbolise its quest for satisfaction. My ultimate goal
isn’t much different. Why do | feel the need to share my
knowledge when | could simply use it myself? Because true
experience begins when you see yourself through the eyes of
another - whether it’s a client or an audience. Life is a journey
of experience, and as an experimental astrologer, I'm on that
same path of fulfillment.

Q: Which astrological software program do you use? Ever
hand-draw charts?

KYB: | use Solar Fire software, and | was also closely involved
in the project to translate Sirius into Turkish, making it another
essential tool for me. Yes, | have hand-drawn charts, and | truly
enjoy the process. In addition to this, I’'m currently focusing
on geodetic mapping, where | study the right ascensions of
stars by adjusting the starting zero point, following Johndro’s
teachings. Sometimes | set the chart’s centre as the Giza
Pyramid and sometimes as Hagia Sophia, creating various
charts and collecting data. It’s a fascinating field, and | highly
recommend exploring it!

Q: Is astrology your main or only business? Or do you have a
‘day job’ too? How realistic is it to think astrology can pay all
the bills?

KYB: During my ISAR Cap training, it was mentioned that a
professional astrologer is someone who earns 100% of their
income from astrology. If you work part-time, you cannot be
considered fully professional. Since 2013, | have had no other
source of income outside astrology. So, | can say that I've been
a professional astrologer since then. Whether it can pay the

bills depends on your life priorities. For example, | think | spend
all the income | earn from astrology on astrology (education,
events, publications, etc.).

Q: Have you ever seen a ghost? If so, please tell all.

KYB: This question brings to mind the insights shared by
Aleksandar Imsiragic, who noted that Neptune in my chart is
stationary, and the Moon’s last conjunction before my birth
was with Neptune. The idea of knowing the unknown and
seeing the unseen is fascinating. While | haven’t experienced
it yet, | assure you, you’ll be the first to know if | ever do.

Q: And finally, Kenan, would you say you are powerful?

KYB: Humans are remarkably fragile creatures. We lack the
long canines, sharp claws, protective shells or thick fur that
many animals have to survive. | have never considered myself
powerful. While all of nature exists in its own habitat, in its
own fauna and flora, we, as Homo erectus, evolved differently.
Standing upright freed our hands, drastically changing our
lives. By using our hands, we developed motor neurons in the
brain. Cooking with fire sped up digestion (lysis), helping us
break down protein and sending it quickly to our ‘neurological
galaxy’ — the brain. As we began to stand upright and
receive direct sunlight (unlike animals that absorb sunlight
horizontally), we shed our body hair. This allowed us to slow
down perspiration and enabled us to travel longer distances
and survive in different habitats.

Yet, in this evolutionary journey, humans diverged from other
beings. While everything in the universe thrives within its own
habitat, humans, capable of living anywhere, have lost that
deep sense of belonging. We’ve become detached from our
essence, experiencing a profound lack of connection. So, | still
wonder - where do we truly belong?

Are we citizens of a country, passengers on a plane, members
of a family, or simply inhabitants of a planet we're still trying
to belong to?

Thank you...

Website: kenanyasin.com. (Google provides English translation).
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Astro Duets
FREE ONLINE SERIES

Unveiling our true colours: join us for a series of intimate
gatherings this year!

We are embarking on a journey to bring our community
closer together through a series of intimate events designed
to showcase the human side of our organization. We’d be
honoured to have you join us for an authentic and heart-
warming experience!

REGISTER NOW

New Moon Update
FREE ONLINE SERIES

Join Rod Chang as he hosts the New Moon Update with
Kristina Hristova and Wendy Stacey.

Each month, Rod, Kristina, and Wendy will discuss the New
Moon, what it means and represents and how it might affect
our lives and current affairs.

VIEW ON INSTAGRAM | VIEW ON YOUTUBE
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