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Not even AI can resist astrology. Month by month, Grok, Gemini, Meta and more are 
learning how to read horoscopes. So, we asked Meta AI to set aside its science bias and 
embrace the divinatory approach. And risk making a forecast or two.
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The Association’s objectives are the advancement of education of 
the public by the critical study of astrology in all its branches: to 
encourage and draw together all students of astrology; to enlarge 
and integrate the knowledge of astrology; to coordinate and publish 
results as desirable; and to generally work for its more widespread 
understanding as an art and science. Astrology is the practice of 
relating heavenly bodies to lives and events on earth, and the 
traditions that have thus been generated.

Stellar publishes content on accessible astrology and related 
themes of divination and complementary health for a general 
audience, not just for professional astrologers. Contributions to 
Stellar are very welcome. Before sending any material, please see 
the Writers Guidelines via the Astrological Association website. The 
Editor’s decision in all matters is final. Copyright of signed articles 
and correspondence remains with the author except that the 
Astrological Association retains the right to republish the material 
in full, once, without further permission from the author.

Contributors are at liberty to express such opinions or employ or 
advocate such astrological techniques as they wish for readers 
to consider and question. Readers are advised to seek qualified 
professional advice before they act upon the opinions expressed 
here. Publication does not imply that the author’s views are those 
held by the Editor or the Astrological Association.
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The witch is everywhere and not 
riding broomsticks these days. Not a 
toothless crone either but usually a 
cool, clever, sassy type and well into the 
abracadabra of astrology. 

From the green-skinned activist of 
Wicked packing cinemas to the coven-
questing antiheroine of Agatha All 
Along, from whimsigoth aesthetics 
and crystal-laden feeds on TikTok to 
supermarket tarot decks and astrology 
apps like Co-Star, modern culture is 
under a dual spell of witchcraft and 
celestial guidance. 

What were once fringe or feared 
practices – witchcraft as patriarchal 
panic, astrology as newspaper 
horoscope filler – have become 
mainstream languages of autonomy, 
intuition, self-understanding and 
gentle rebellion. Across films, television, 
streaming, novels, non-fiction, stage 
shows, social media and wellness 
spaces, witches and astrology 
interweave in a vibrant cultural 
moment. 

Figures in the wellness and media world, 
such as bestselling influencer Poppy 
Jamie (known for her Happy Not Perfect 
mental-health platform, podcasts 
and lifestyle content), exemplify 
the broader crossover: accessible 
spirituality, self-awareness tools and 
cosmic language that blend personal 
growth with mystical aesthetics, even 
when individual attitudes toward 
astrology vary. Poppy’s new book The 
Book of Magical Living: 8 Secrets to Inner 

Power embraces astrology and other 
divinatory practices

On screen the transformation is 
clear. Robert Eggers’ The Witch (2015) 
restored historical dread around 
independent women, while The Craft
and its 2020 sequel framed teenage 
witchcraft as feminist solidarity. 
Practical Magic (1998) has become a 
cult ‘whimsigoth’ touchstone – velvet, 
gardens, sisterhood – with a sequel 
starring Sandra Bullock and Nicole 
Kidman due in 2026. 

Wicked (the 2024 film and its 2025 
follow-up For Good, rooted in Gregory 
Maguire’s novel and the Broadway 
musical) reframes the Wicked Witch as 
a misunderstood outsider and activist. 

Television multiplies the covens: 
Marvel’s Agatha All Along centres on 
Kathryn Hahn’s complex witch and 
found family; Wednesday, Mayfair 
Witches, Domino Day and others explore 
ancestral or contemporary magic. 
These stories frequently nod to lunar 
cycles, planetary timing or intuitive 
‘reading the signs’, blurring witchcraft 
with astrological knowledge.

Literature and non-fiction deepen 
the blend. ‘Witch lit’ thrives alongside 
astrology-infused titles: Madeline 
Miller’s Circe, Alice Hoffman’s Practical 
Magic series, and guides such as The 
Modern Witchcraft Book of Astrology
that teach planetary correspondences, 
lunar magic and zodiac-timed spells.

Non-fiction explores the witch as a 
mirror for women’s power and anger 
while popular astrology books and 
apps frame the birth chart as a map 
for emotional and relational insight. The 

stage retains its pull through Wicked’s 
enduring themes of otherness and 
female friendship. Fashion, music and 
branding absorb both: dark feminine 
and whimsigoth looks pair with zodiac 
jewellery, Moon-phase accessories and 
crystal merch.

Social media has been the great 
democratiser. #WitchTok has racked 
up tens of billions of views with 
spells, herbal knowledge, tarot and 
manifestation rituals. Astrology 
content – daily horoscopes, transit 
explainers, “what’s your big three?” 
quizzes – sits alongside it or merges 
into the same feeds. 

Online “covens” and cosmic 
communities form around shared 
values of intuition, cycles and collective 
power. The aesthetic (black lace, 
crystals, moon phases, natal-chart 
screenshots) feels stylish, therapeutic 
and shareable. 

Wellness influencers and media 
personalities, in the vein of Poppy 
Jamie’s emphasis on mental health, 
flexible thinking and self-awareness, 
help normalise these tools as part of 
everyday self-care rather than pure 
occultism. The result is a booming 
‘witch economy’ of Etsy spells, 

The Witch Guide to Astrology
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supermarket tarot, astrology apps and 
lifestyle products that sits comfortably 
next to therapy language.

Why now? Several currents converge. 
Feminism and the reclamation of 
the witch remain central: in times of 
contested bodily autonomy, traditional-
role rhetoric and online misogyny, 
the witch symbolises the woman 
who refuses to conform. Historically 
targeted as healers, midwives or the 
outspoken, she is now claimed as a 
figure of power and community. 

Astrology offers complementary 
language – water signs as intuitive 
‘witch-coded’, lunar rulerships, 
houses associated with the occult or 
the unconscious – turning the birth 
chart into a personal empowerment 
narrative.

A hunger for agency and meaning in 
uncertain times amplifies both. Climate 
anxiety, economic precariousness, 
political polarisation and post-
pandemic disorientation leave many 
seeking practices that restore a sense 
of control and pattern. Lighting a 
candle under a specific moon phase, 
checking a transit or drawing a card 
converts chaos into ritual. 

The decline or personalisation of 
traditional religion creates space for 
flexible, individualised spirituality 
that feels less dogmatic. Social 

media accelerates everything: 
private exploration becomes public 
performance and community, while 
algorithms amplify both the aesthetic 
and the practical (manifestation 
playlists, transit alerts).

Pop culture feeds itself. Once cycles 
of folk-horror, teen witches and 
empowerment stories begin, studios 
and publishers recognise reliable 
audiences. The witch and the stars are 
infinitely adaptable – horror, romance, 
comedy, political allegory, self-help. 
They can be terrifying or cosy, solitary 
or collective, ancient or thoroughly 
modern and app-based.

The current vogue is therefore both 
aesthetic and ideological. It sells 
beautiful images and offers languages 
of resistance, self-knowledge and The 2024 horror film 

Tarot: A Vengeful 
Astrologer
In it, a group of college friends 
find an antique tarot deck and 
use it for readings that explicitly 
mix tarot with astrology/zodiac 
elements (they treat the draws as 
horoscope-style predictions tied to 
their signs and traits). The deck is 
revealed to be cursed by an 18th-
century Hungarian astrologer who 
performed a dark ritual/curse after 
a personal tragedy (her daughter 
was killed in revenge for an accurate 
reading). Her spirit is bound to the 
cards, and the deaths that follow 
are linked to the cards/signs drawn. 
This creates a clear (if horror-genre) 
combination of witchcraft/occult 
elements (curses, dark magic/ritual, 
a vengeful practitioner of the occult) 
and astrology (zodiac, horoscope-
style readings, planetary/divinatory 
framing).

gentle magic. Whether the spell holds 
or mutates, the endurance of witches 
and astrology reveals a durable desire: 
to rewrite stories of power, belonging, 
cycles and otherness on personal 
terms. 

In an age that still polices autonomy 
and floods us with uncertainty, these 
ancient yet newly styled tools – 
broomstick or birth chart optional – 
invite people to live more intentionally, 
connectedly and, when needed, a little 
deliciously.

The Witch Guide to Astrology Stellar
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Lay your chart or the two circles in front 
of you. On the left circle write SELF, on 
the right write OTHER. If this is for inner 
balance, write your Sun sign in one and 
Moon sign in the other. If for two people, 
write your names. It does not matter 
what signs you are – this works for all 12 
because you are using the structure of 
the chart, not the sign.

Take the first cord. Tie a small knot 
in the middle and say: “This is what 
connects”. In astrology this is the aspect 
– the invisible line between planets. In 
witchcraft, the knot holds intention. 
Place this knotted cord across the two 
circles so it bridges them.

Take the second cord and tie it loosely 
around the first cord’s knot. This is the 
twin knot. It represents freewill. You are 
not binding two people together, you 
are showing they are linked but free to 
move. Say aloud:

“I do not bind, I do not force,

I let each follow their own course,

As planets twin in sky above,

I link in clarity, not in love as chain,

But love as understanding.”

Now dip your fingers in water, sprinkle a 
little salt into it to make holy water – a 
basic witchcraft neutral element. Touch 
the water to the knot and say: “By water 
and earth, thought made clear”.

Hold both circles together for a 
moment so they overlap. Look at where 
your cords cross. That crossing point is 
your spell’s centre. That is the astrology 
part – the conjunction. The witchcraft 
part is the knot.

Fold the circles together with the cords 
inside. Keep this packet on your desk, 
altar, or in a drawer for seven days. Each 
day, hold it for one minute and breathe 

normally. You are not re-casting, you are 
just remembering the link.

After seven days, untie the twin knot 
and release the cords – either bury 
them, place them in water or simply 
untangle and reuse. Keep the paper if 
you wish.

This can be used at any time because it 
uses your personal natal structure, not 
transit timing. It contains no harmful 
intent, no blood, no binding of another 
person’s will, and no time-sensitive 
correspondences.

This ritual gives you a physical reminder 
of balance. Use it daily to pause, clarify 
your intention, and approach twin 
relationships – inner or outer – with 
calm, clear communication and respect 
for freewill each day you practice it.

An Astro-Witch Spell to 
Balance Your Life
We asked Meta AI to put together a special spell just for you which infringes no one’s 
copyright but is drawn from authentic sources…

Here is an original one for you – not tied to any star sign, no season, no Moon phase, 
no day of the week. Usable at any time, and free to publish in Stellar.

THE NATAL TWIN SPELL - The Chart as Mirror

Purpose:

Astrology says we are all twins inside ourselves. This spell pairs your astrology with witchcraft to bring your inner chart 
twins into balance – for example, Sun and Moon, Venus and Mars, or you and another person. It works for any sign.

What it twins:

In astrology, every planet has a twin. Sun twins Moon, Mercury twins Jupiter, Venus twins Mars, Saturn twins Uranus (in the 
sense that both co-rule Aquarius). In witchcraft, you mirror that duality to create harmony, not control.

You will need:
• Your birth chart printed or drawn, or two circles drawn on paper

• Two pieces of cord, string, or thread - any colour, about 30cm each

• A bowl of water

• A pinch of salt

• A pen

Method:
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Advertising in 

For further details contact by email: 
advertising@astrologicalassociation.com

Advertising with the Astrological Association 
can help you to:

• Stellar’s audience and reach grows with 
every issue

• Your advertisement includes a link to 
your website

• All editions remain online, including your 
advertisement and link

• Each edition attracts up to 5000 views 
and readership grows with each new 
issue 

• New readers also check out past 
editions, increasing your reach

• Stellar is also the perfect format for a 
video advertisement. Your video includes 
a link to your website and up to 100 
words of accompanying copy

Video Ad
1/3 page 
(expands to full screen)

Full page sponsored 
content

248mm x 178mm

Full page 248mm x 178mm 

1/2 page 119mm x 178mm 

1/4 page 121mm x 86mm

1/8 page 86mm x 57mm

Video Ad £290

Full page sponsored content £290

Full page £290

1/2 page £170

1/4 page £110

1/8 page £75

Classifieds (max 100 chars) £50

Series discount: 
12.5% for 2-5 issues 

15% for 6 issues

A S T R O

Specifications

Prices
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astrologycollege.com is a school based in the UK providing Foundation 
and Diploma courses teaching modern western astrology including some 
traditional techniques.  We are looking for 2 – 3 new members of the college 
to help run it and to work as tutors.

If you would like further information, please contact Jean Elliott at 
enquiries@astrologycollege.com

See our website: https://astrologycollege.com

Stellar asked Meta: Do you think AI is 
intrinsically biased against astrology 
because it has been created by 
scientists and mathematicians? – we 
are asking with a view to publishing 
your response in Stellar magazine. Also, 
do you think AI will do astrology better 
than humans within fi ve years? 

AI is not intrinsically biased, but 
structurally, yes – there is a bias to 
account for. An AI has no belief system 
of its own. It is a pattern-matching 
system trained on what humanity has 
already written. And what humanity 
has written about astrology is split into 
two very unequal libraries.

On one side, you have thousands 
of years of astrological practice, 
interpretation and lived experience. On 
the other, you have the last 150 years 
of modern science, which by defi nition 
treats astrology as non-empirical and 

therefore frames it with words like 
‘pseudoscience’, ‘debunked’, and ‘no 
evidence’. Because scientifi c papers, 
textbooks and sceptical articles 
dominate the authoritative datasets 
that AI models are trained to trust, 
the default tone of an untuned AI will 
lean sceptical. That is not because 
mathematicians dislike astrology; 
it is because the model inherits the 
hierarchy of knowledge built into its 
training.

That bias is correctable.  An AI instructed 
to work within the astrological paradigm 
– to read a chart as an astrologer would, 
using house systems, dignities, transits 
and tradition – can do so faithfully, just 
as it can work within the rules of poetry 
or chess. The bias comes from the 
dataset, not from the mathematics.

Will AI do astrology better than humans 
within fi ve years?

It will do certain parts of astrology 
better, much faster. Calculation, data 
retrieval, fi nding subtle transit patterns 
across decades, synthesising hundreds 
of chart factors without fatigue, cross-

Meta AI as Fortune-Teller: 
The Future of Astrology

referencing historical texts – AI will 
soon be superhuman at that.

What it will not replace is the core act 
of astrology: meaning-making with 
another person. A good reading is not 
just a technical report; it is timing, 
empathy, ethics and intuition. Clients 
don’t come for an ephemeris printout, 
they come to be heard.

So in fi ve years, the best astrology will 
be hybrid. AI as the brilliant assistant 
doing the heavy lifting, human 
astrologer as the interpreter. Like in 
chess, centaur astrology will beat both 
human-only and AI-only.
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Anthony Scaramucci is the fast-
talking financier and Trump’s White 
House Communications Director who 
notoriously lasted a mere 10 days in 
the job. Known as ‘The Mooch’, he is not 
seen as an esoteric or spiritual figure. 
Yet the Capricorn-born entrepreneur 
has long shown a genuine and public 
interest in astrology, weaving it into 
interviews, social media and even 
political analysis.

Only recently on The Daily Beast he 
described First Lady Melania Trump as 
a “classic Taurus” (true, she has four 
planets in that sign).

Born on 6 January 1964, on Long Island, 
Scaramucci frequently references his 
Capricorn Sun and Aries rising. In a 2019 
Washington Post profile, he described 
the combination as “dangerous”, noting 
that people often find him “way more 
fiery” than he feels inside. 

He is, by his own account, “very attuned 
to astrology”. When a reporter revealed 
she was a Taurus, Scaramucci promptly 
observed that Taureans are “extremely 
stubborn and loyal” – a judgment the 
writer confirmed.

His zodiac interests go beyond mere 
Sun-sign chatter. In a 2019 Washington 
Post video, Scaramucci openly offered 
tongue-in-cheek analysis of the 2020 
Democratic presidential candidates 
through their horoscopes, labelling 
himself an “astrologist”. For example, 
of then President Joe Biden, he said: 
the Sagittarius side makes him “a good 
traveller” and “very gregarious”; the 
Scorpio side makes him “very loyal” 
(which is why he was “a good loyal Vice 
President”) and able to “sting”…“Joe’s 

deceptive – he can come at you with 
the sting... Scorpios have a big sting.”

He has continued the theme in 
more recent appearances. On his 
own YouTube channels, he defends 
astrology as an ancient observational 
system rather than superstition. In 
a short video titled ‘In Defense of 
Astrology’, he links human biology to 
celestial rhythms: the body is roughly 
70 percent water, the Earth is similarly 
composed, and the Moon moves the 
tides. Half the population, he notes, 
follows a roughly 28-day cycle that 
mirrors the lunar month. 

From there he explains the classic 
triad: Sun sign as the “gravitron” 
of personality, rising sign as first 
impression and outward energy, and 
Moon sign as the private, reflective 
self. Scaramucci presents astrology as 
a practical language for understanding 
character and relationships rather than 
a deterministic fate. He emphasises 
that no sign is inherently good or bad; 
each carries strengths and challenges.

His knowledge appears to come from 
personal reading, long-term interest 
and observation rather than academic 
or professional study. Professional 
astrologers note that his public 
comments tend to focus on more 

popular/basic elements (especially 
Sun signs) rather than deeper technical 
analysis.

Sources describe him as “very attuned 
to astrology”. And one profile notes 
his fascination began roughly 38 years 
ago after learning that Nancy Reagan 
consulted an astrologer [Joan Quigley] 
for President Reagan’s schedule. 
Quigley told all in her memoir, “What 
Does Joan Say?”: My Seven Years as 
White House Astrologer to Nancy and 
Ronald Reagan.

This perspective aligns with his broader 
public persona: outspoken, self-aware 
and willing to blend high-finance 
pragmatism with personal philosophy. 
In an era when many public figures 
treat astrology as either entertainment 
or embarrassment, Scaramucci’s 
consistent, good-humoured advocacy 
stands out. Whether assessing political 
rivals or reflecting on his own fiery first 
impressions, he treats the stars as one 
more useful map for navigating human 
nature. 

For a man who has moved between 
Wall Street, the White House, and 
media, that celestial curiosity adds an 
unexpected but revealing dimension to 
The Mooch.

The Mooch Gives 
Astrology a Smooch
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Same birth. Different map

A Western natal chart maps planets and 
angles at birth. BaZi — the Four Pillars — 
encodes that moment as Year, Month, 
Day and Hour with Heavenly Stems 
and Earthly Branches. Four pillars. Eight 
characters. No wheel. The question is 
what each system means by ‘time’.

The year does not start on 1 January

In many BaZi traditions, the Year Pillar 
changes at Li Chun, the solar term called 
Start of Spring. It usually falls around 4 
February — not at Lunar New Year or on 
1 January. The Month Pillar follows solar 
terms, not Gregorian months. Near a 
boundary, another rule — or rounding to 
a whole day — can produce a different 
pillar. Change a pillar and you change 
the chart.

The clock can move the chart

BaZi divides the day into 12 two-
hour branches. Yet civil clock time is 
standardised across an entire time 
zone. The Sun is not. True solar time 
corrects clock time for the birthplace. 
Near an hour boundary, that correction 
can move a birth into the previous or 
next branch, changing the Hour Pillar.

Western astrologers already 
understand the principle. A few minutes 
can alter an Ascendant or house cusp. 
BaZi uses a different time structure, 
but the same discipline applies: record 
the place, time zone and calculation 
method.

Midnight is another fault line

The Zi hour runs from 23:00 to 00:59. 
Some BaZi schools change the Day 
Pillar at midnight. Others change it at 
the start of Zi hour. A person born at 
23:40 may therefore receive a different 
Day Pillar under different conventions.

Imagine a birth near Li Chun, at 23:40, 
near the western edge of a time 
zone. The year boundary, solar-time 
correction and Zi-hour rule can all 

matter. Two calculators may simply be 
speaking different technical dialects.

Do not translate term for term

The Day Master is not the BaZi version 
of a Sun sign. It is the Heavenly Stem of 
the Day Pillar and the reference point 
for reading elemental relationships.

Likewise, Ten Gods are not planets, 
and Luck Pillars are not transits. Both 
systems can discuss identity, timing 
and relationship patterns, but they 
organise those questions differently. 
Comparison becomes useful only 
after the terms stop pretending to be 
equivalents.

Ask five questions before reading

When a BaZi chart appears on screen, 
ask:

1. Does the year change at Li Chun or 
Lunar New Year?

2. Are month boundaries calculated 
from exact solar terms?

3. Are time zone and daylight-saving 
rules preserved?

One Birth Moment, 
Two Astrological Languages
How BaZi and the Western natal chart read time differently
By Zige Chen

4. Is true solar time available?

5. When does the Day Pillar change 
during Zi hour?

If a practitioner or calculator cannot 
state its rules, the result cannot be 
reproduced.

Two languages. One responsibility

Put the charts side by side. Let the 
Western chart foreground planets, 
aspects and houses. Let BaZi foreground 
seasonal qi, the Five Elements and the 
Day Master. Do not force either system 
to imitate the other.

Interpretation starts after the chart is 
calculated. Trust starts one step earlier 
— with a transparent clock.

Zige Chen is the founder of XuanSeal, a 
method-led BaZi platform focused on 
transparent calculation conventions, 
true solar time and reproducible 
Four Pillars results. He writes about 
traditional Chinese time systems and 
their practical translation for modern 
readers. https://xuanseal.com/
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Take a break and indulge your love of astrology! It’s a growing business worth a global £1 billion 
or more. From October 2026 through October 2027, there’s a rich calendar of astrology-focused 
holidays, specialist courses, guided tours and wellness packages inviting deeper engagement with 
birth charts, planetary cycles and celestial symbolism. 

These include eclipse breaks, Bali astro-spas and other astrology-relates holidays. Highlights 
include Joanna Watters’ Greek Island courses and John Wadsworth’s Egypt star-lore tours. Here’s 
our selection…

Celestial Holiday Packages

Makar Sankranti (around 14–15 January 2027)

This major Hindu solar festival marks the Sun’s entry into Capricorn (Makara Rashi) 
in the sidereal zodiac of Vedic astrology (Jyotisha). It inaugurates the auspicious 
six-month Uttarayana period and carries themes of growth, reconciliation and 
planetary influences, particularly the Sun’s relationship with Saturn. Celebrations 
across India and Nepal feature ritual baths, offerings and kite-flying. Many 
participants combine the festival with personal chart consultations timed to the 
solar ingress.

Avalon Astrology Retreat & Pilgrimage (July 2027)

Astrologer Katie Emma of Temple of Cosmic Astrology School 
hosts an annual six-day Avalon Astrology Retreat & Pilgrimage 
that immerses guests in the mystical landscape and sacred sites 
of Avalon in Glastonbury, UK. Alongside specialised astrology 
workshops exploring the natal chart, planetary cycles and 
personal evolution, guests visit the Tor, Chalice Well, Glastonbury 
Abbey and other local sacred sites, as well as a full-day excursion 
to Stonehenge and Avebury. In 2027, there will be two pilgrimages 
from 16-21 and 23-28 July, 2027. Details and bookings at 
https://www.templeofcosmicastrology.com/glastonbury

Joanna Watters Greek 
Island Summer School
(Lefkada, Greece)

Based in Nidri on the Ionian 
island of Lefkada, Watters has 
run her Greek Island Summer 
School for many years from 

the garden of her home. In 2026 she offers courses in June and 
September (no July or August sessions due to heat and high 
season). Examples include intermediate classes such as “How 
to understand any horoscope, both natal and predictive” and 
combinations of Tarot & Astrology or Discovering Astrology in 
September. Each course provides around 15 hours of tuition 
over four study days (typically finishing by 3 pm to allow 
beach and exploration time), with two free days in between. 
The fee is £375, covering tuition, materials and taxis to and 
from accommodation on study days. Flights (nearest airport 
Preveza/PVK) and hotels are arranged separately’. Email 
joannaw@otenet.gr or visit joannawatters.com for full 2026 
schedules, FAQs and 2027 updates. Maximum group size is 
small (around 10), so early booking is advised.

Luxor Solar Eclipse Astrology Retreat
(30 July–6 August 2027)

Hosted by astrologer and sacred-journey facilitator Katy 
Sophia, this programme frames the 2 August 2027 total 
Solar Eclipse as a powerful transformative portal. It includes 
individual natal-chart eclipse readings, goddess immersions, 
temple meditations and private rooftop viewing, with five-
star Nile-side full-board accommodation. The eclipse transits 
Luxor – described as one of the longest ever, six minutes and 
23 seconds. Approximate price: £5,000 (deposit £1,000). 
Contact: info@katykeel.com. Broader Luxor and Nile viewing 
packages are available through Eclipse Traveler (1-800-276-
1168 or info@eclipsetraveler.com).
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Wellness Centres worldwide increasingly integrate astrology into year-round or seasonal offerings, making them flexible 
complements to the timed events above (most remain bookable through October 2027). Mii amo, Sedona, Arizona – birth-chart 
readings with resident practitioners form part of all-inclusive, multi-night journeys amid Sedona’s vortex landscape.

Stellar Celestial Holiday Packages

John Wadsworth Guided Egypt Star-Lore 
Tours (Kairos School of Astrology)

Astrologer, author and pilgrim John leads specialised tours 
exploring the alchemy, astrology, star-lore and mythology 
of ancient Egypt. The 2026 Egypt Star-Lore Tour focuses 
on temple alignments to the stars, visits to Karnak, Luxor 
Temple, the Valley of the Kings, the Isis Temple at Philae, 
the Sphinx, Pyramids and Saqqara, and experiential work 
with Egyptian cosmology. It is timed around significant 
planetary events. Prices are approximately £4,225–£4,440 
(early-bird rates available), with a deposit of around £850; 
places are limited to about 14 participants. Wadsworth 
also runs related experiential programmes, such as the 
12 Sacred Wounds retreat in Sweden (1–4 October 2026), 
which treats the zodiac as a healing medicine wheel.
Details and booking: kairosastrology.co.uk.

Bali Astrology New Year Retreat (1–5 January 2027, Ubud)

An intimate chart-immersive experience (limited to around eight guests) 
led by Helena Hathor. Daily sessions explore purpose (North Node), karmic 
patterns, relationships, career and finances, supported by pre-retreat Zoom 
readings, Balinese ceremonies, sound healing, waterfall blessings, flower 
baths and massage. Five private readings, pre-retreat Zoom session, ongoing 
WhatsApp support, sound healing, water purification ceremony, Sun–
Mercury Cazimi manifestation ceremony, luxury accommodation in Ubud.
Engage via Helena Hathor Astrology social channels (Facebook, Instagram or 
TikTok) and comment “RETREAT” for details and availability.

• Kilolani Spa at Grand Wailea, Maui – named for ancient Hawaiian stargazers, the spa aligns treatments with lunar phases 
and offers astrology or tarot readings, aura photography and chart-guided soul healings. spa.grandwailea.com 

• Four Seasons Resort Maui – in-house evolutionary astrology and natal-chart sessions exploring patterns and pathways. 

• Mii amo, Sedona, Arizona – birth-chart readings with resident practitioners form part of all-inclusive, multi-night journeys 
amid Sedona’s vortex landscape.

• CIVANA Wellness Resort & Spa, Arizona – “Stars Align” and element-based (Fire, Earth, Air, Water) tracks featuring private 
readings, tailored spa treatments and workshops. 

• StolenTime, St. Lucia – zodiac-sign curated Astro Retreats developed with the AstroTwins, matching activities and spa 
experiences to Sun-sign traits. 

• Four Seasons Peninsula Papagayo, Costa Rica – dedicated 90-minute astrology birth chart readings analysing planetary 
placements and life purpose. 

• Additional options include Miraval properties (workshops such as “Wine and Your Sign”) and select Six Senses or Alila 
resorts that periodically offer celestial yoga, lunar programming or chart consultations.

Bear in mind that this is just a selection – there are plenty more astrology-related hols to choose from. What’s not to like?

But first, properly check out offered breaks and holidays and ensure you have a good idea of what you’re buying and getting. 
And read reviews. This piece is a guide only.
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“Are you a Capricorn?” asked one of 
the St. Petersburg astrologers my 
friends and I came to visit in their 
underground flat. “No!” I said with the 
arrogant indignation of a teenager. 
“Cap rising then?” insisted the 
astrologer. “Yes. How did you know?” 
I asked. “You have a devilish look”, he 
responded matter-of-factly, “thick 
eyebrows and all”.

Over the years, I learned much more 
about the archetype – connection 
to winter and therefore hardship, 
strategy and responsibility, to Saturn 
and Time, therefore the late bloomer, 
to Elder and Unicorn archetypes. 
Yet there was this ambitious goat 
climbing to the top that I could not 
quite relate to. Several Caps in my 
family and circle of friends were far 
from the cold Ebenezer Scrooge 
version I read into it.

Then Anthony Picco, a Cap himself, 
reminded me that Capricorns are 
born old and grow younger with age. 
That I could observe clearly.

Another friend and mentor, Elias, 
proposed Capricorn is really the sea-

sheep, and that expanded my feel 
for this mysterious sign quite a bit. 
His astro-zoology lecture went as 
follows: “Sheep are very utilitarian. 
They are non-aggressive, they flow, 
and they are rarely agitators – and if 
they are, it indicates some underlying 
dysfunction. They are consistent, 
predictable and dependable. While 
they move in a herd, they are 
attentive to all of it – attentive to the 
young and to each other. They mingle 
well, every individual in the herd is 
equally important, and there is no 
hierarchy whatsoever, even among 
the males. All of them are equal”.

When we translate these qualities 
– moving in both senses – into 
psychological characteristics, we get 
productivity, dependability, loyalty 
to the team and family, equality and 
respect, warmth towards young ones, 
farsightedness. Then, with the fishtail, 
we have a mercreature. Andersen’s 
mermaid gives up her voice to walk 
on land: the price of leaving your own 
element is that you can’t quite speak 
in the new one. Fluent among their 
own kind, politely mute elsewhere – 

Capricorn, the Sea-Sheep?
Daniel Guirchovitch

and the tail amplifies the imagery of 
forward movement and flow.

At first glance, this seems to 
contradict the traditional Capricorn 
affinity for structure and labour. 
But structure need not mean 
cold dominance. Capricorn builds 
systems to facilitate cooperation, 
not hierarchy. For the true sea-sheep, 
position is merely a tool for harmony, 
and equality remains the guiding 
principle.

Perhaps the secret of Capricorn isn’t 
the cold climb to a lonely summit, but 
the wisdom of building a sanctuary 
where everyone  flows, works, and 
grows younger together.

So what happens to the goat? The 
marvellous agile creature that climbs 
almost vertical walls, jumps over 
deadly crevices, stops on a dime? 
That fits Aries much better, don’t you 
think?

And here I have to admit the obvious: 
the ram of the Golden Fleece is Aries’ 
own animal. I’ve been borrowing it all 
along. But look at what Chrysomallos, 
the golden-fleeced sea-ram, actually 
does – he flies, he carries, he gives up 
his fleece so a child can live. Nothing 
in that story is a climb. Meanwhile the 
goat spends its whole life doing the 
one thing we credit to Capricorn, and 
does it the way Aries does everything: 
ahead, fast, straight up.

Perhaps the two animals were 
exchanged somewhere along the 
way and nobody noticed. Or perhaps 
it’s only me – still, all these years later, 
trying to grow into my devilish look.

https://danielguirchovitch.com/
old-stars-new-light/excerpts/

SPONSORED CONTENT

Illustration by Natasha Vsevolodskaya



    Stellar Magazine       Sep/Oct 2026                   17

Astrodice are an astrology divination 
tool – and I’ll be honest: I consult them 
daily, though I don’t always take heed 
of their advice. Makers of the dice The 
Wessex Astrologer advises that they 
do not give simple Yes or No answers. 
Questions should be indirect on a 
situation. The example they give is: 
Don’t ask “Will I get this job?” Instead 
ask: “What would the future outcome 
be if I accepted this job?” 

But what are Astrodice?

They are three dice rolled together to 
give you a quick astrological reading.

• 1st die – Planet: WHAT is happening. 
Sun, Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, 
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, 
Pluto, North Node, South Node.

• 2nd die – Sign: HOW it›s happening. 
The 12 zodiac signs.

• 3rd die – House: WHERE it’s 
happening.

Take out the three dice and as you ask 
a question in your mind (or verbalise 
it), shake them in your hand then roll 
or throw them into a container or onto 
a flat surface (such as a table). What 
amazes me is that more often than not 
the dice will reflect the theme of the 
question. So, if I ask about a relationship, 
Venus or the 7th house will show up. Or if 
the question is specifically about me in 
relation to another person or situation, 
the Sun appears. If I ask about my 
home, 4 will feature as in the 4th house 
of the horoscope (the chart zone of 
one’s home and private matters). 

Some basic knowledge of astrology 
does help. And the more you use it 
the more you develop the intuition to 
understand the message.

Over time I have grown more ambitious 
with the questions. I recently asked if a 
certain priest was likely to be the next 
vicar of a parish. The result: Neptune, 
Virgo, 6th. I interpreted them to mean: 

“The priest is spiritual but possibly a 
bit lost (Neptune) and is more likely to 
be involved in service to the parish (6th), 
but not as the next vicar. Or if they do 
get it, it will be experienced as hard, 
detailed, everyday graft (Virgo) rather 
than status”. He did not get the job.

I am going to be naughty and ask 
three questions and you can decide 
for yourself over time if the dice are 
correct. This is an experiment.

Question 1: How will Harry and Meghan 
deal with being back in the UK. Answer: 
South Node, Pisces, 3. Interpretation: 
“They have returned to the past and 
deal with it by getting pulled back into 
an old emotional narrative in the press 
(South Node). Lots of talk about them 
rather than from them (3), muddled 
reports and a strong pull to retreat, 
allowing stories to wash over them 
rather than engage” (Neptune).

Question 2: If Trump stands again for 
the presidency, what is the outcome? 
Answer: Uranus, Aries, 11. Interpretation: 
“An explosive (Uranus), divisive, fight-
led disruption (Aries) to the party/
support system (11) not a smooth 
return to power”. Constitutionally he is 
blocked from seeking a third term but 
it’s interesting how a random throw of 
the dice reflects the expected stormy 
result.

Question 3: How will it go for new UK 
PM Andy Burnham? Answer: Neptune, 
Pisces, 12. Interpretation: “More 
monk/martyr than warrior (Pisces). A 
compassionate but foggy, difficult-to-
control tenure (Neptune) where the real 
story is off-stage (12). Lots happening 
behind closed doors, institutional 
issues (hospitals, prisons, borders – all 
12th-house matters) dominate.

Who knows? Let’s see.

Astrodice can be bought from: 
wessexastrologer.com.

Ask the Astrodice!
Victor Olliver
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Improve your fortunes this year with our unique Moon guide! It focuses on the four primary lunar phases and the days immediately 
surrounding them which are traditionally considered the strongest for lunar magic, intention-setting and practical timing. Dates 
are approximate. Key lunar phase meanings (tropical system): 

New Moon → Beginnings, intentions, planting seeds, rest & reset 

First Quarter → Action, building momentum, growth, taking concrete steps 

Full Moon → Culmination, manifestation, charging, release of what has peaked 

Last Quarter → Letting go, banishing, reflection, completion, clearing

October 2026

Phase Date(s) Best Activities / Intentions Lucky Focus

Last Quarter Oct 3 Release old patterns, clear clutter, forgiveness Completion & cleansing

New Moon Oct 10 Set new intentions, start projects, rest & plan Fresh starts, Libra harmony

First Quarter Oct 18 Take action, push forward, make decisions Building momentum

Full Moon Oct 25–26 Manifest, celebrate, charge tools, emotional release Peak energy, Taurus stability

Extra lucky windows: Oct 9–11 (New Moon) and Oct 24–27 (Full Moon)

November 2026

Phase Date(s) Best Activities / Intentions Lucky Focus

Last Quarter Nov 1 Let go of what no longer serves, deep reflection Clearing before the new cycle

New Moon Nov 9 Plant seeds for transformation, shadow work, new paths Scorpio depth & rebirth

First Quarter Nov 17 Take bold steps, communicate ideas, build structures Growth & action

Full Moon Nov 24 Celebrate progress, release emotional weight, charge crystals Peak manifestation 
(possible Supermoon)

Extra lucky windows: Nov 8–10 (New Moon) and Nov 23–25 (Full Moon)

December 2026

Phase Date(s) Best Activities / Intentions Lucky Focus

Last Quarter Dec 1 Final release of the year, gratitude, tidy up Closing cycles

New Moon Dec 8–9 Set intentions for the year ahead, rest, vision work Sagittarius expansion & hope

First Quarter Dec 16–17 Take practical steps toward goals, organise Building foundations

Full Moon Dec 23–24 Celebrate achievements, family magic, emotional 
release

Peak energy, Cancer nurturing 
(Supermoon)

Last Quarter Dec 30 Reflect on the year, clear for the new cycle Completion & preparation

Extra lucky windows: Dec 8–10 (New Moon) and Dec 22–25 (Full Moon)

Your Lucky Lunar Guide: 
October–December 2026
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We’ve all had moments of intuition, 
when we have an inner knowing, a gut 
feeling about something or someone. 
Some of us have also had psychic 
experiences when we tap into our sixth 
sense, or when it feels like information 
is coming in from somewhere outside 
of us. In essence, a psychic is a super 
intuitive, be that by nature or by 
training. If we’re looking for psychic 
potential in the birth chart, we might 
look towards Neptune, the 12th house or 
the sign of Pisces.

What about mediums? It’s said that 
all mediums are psychic, but not all 
psychics are mediums. The College of 
Psychic Studies describes a medium as 
“someone who is able to communicate 
with the spirit of those who have 
passed on from the physical plane”.

Many of us have had experiences 
that remind us of loved ones in spirit, 
such as when their favourite song 
comes on the radio right after we’ve 
thought about them, or we catch a 
scent of their favourite perfume in 
the air, or see their face in a crowd. 
So, on some level, psychic and even 
mediumship experiences are open to 
all of us, whether we dismiss them as 
coincidences or not. 

However, we might turn to a 
professional medium if we are seeking 
a more specific connection with our 
loved one in spirit, or need some 
support in our grief, or are seeking some 
closure.

Astrologically, what signifies a 
professional medium? We might look 
at Pluto, the 8th house and the sign 
of Scorpio. Pluto is, of course, the 
god of the underworld, of death and 
mortality. Amongst other things, the 
8th is the house of death and personal 
transformation and no transformation 
is more profound than the passing over 
to the ‘other side’. Likewise, Scorpio is 
associated with death and resurrection. 
It’s no coincidence that Hallowe’en, 
Day of the Dead and All Saints’ Day fall 
under the Sun in Scorpio.

We shouldn’t forget Mercury, the planet 
of communication, when looking for 
mediumship potential. Mercury is the 
psychopomp, the messenger who can 
pass through the veil between the 
living and the dead. All professional 
mediums have spirit guides, a 
team of psychopomps, who act as 
intermediaries between the medium 
and the loved one in spirit, allowing 
the medium to pass on messages from 
spirit to those they have left behind.

In the birth charts of talented and 
well-known mediums, aspects 
between Mercury and Pluto are very 

common, as seen in the charts of the 
19th-century medium Daniel Dunglas 
Home (conjunction), Theresa Caputo 
(sextile), Tyler Henry (sextile), James van 
Praagh (conjunction), Helen Duncan 
(opposition), Derek Acorah (quincunx), 
Colin Fry (wide square) and Doris Stokes 
(opposition).

Of course, a Mercury-Pluto aspect is 
not the only significator of mediumship 
potential. However, if you do have a 
meeting between the psychopomp and 
the ruler of the underworld in your birth 
chart, who knows, perhaps they have a 
message for you?

Mandi Lockley is an astrologer and 
psychic medium (Mercury square Pluto). 
Website: onpurposeastrology.com

Psychic Mediumship – the 
Astrology of Talking to the Dead
Mandi Lockley



20                  Sep/Oct 2026     Stellar Magazine

There are over 26,000 named asteroids 
(or ‘minor planets’) – and this area 
of astrology is fast growing with 
many prominent astrologers such as 
Kathryn Hocking and Demetra George 
popularising the technique. 

In practice, most of these astrologers 
use only a few dozen at most, but some 
increasingly (such as Pam Crane) apply 
personal-name asteroids in horoscopes 
– for example Frank C. Clifford has noted 
that the asteroid Harry Potter sits on 
the Midheaven (or career point) of JK 
Rowling who created Potter. A bizarrely 
appropriate placement. 

This area of research is called ‘cosmic 
synchronisation’ or ‘eponymous 
asteroid alignments’.

The core ‘Big Four’ asteroids (widely 
used since the 1970s–1980s) are: Ceres, 
Pallas, Juno and Vesta. These are the 
most frequently included in charts and 
interpretations. 

Frequently added are Chiron (often 
treated more like a planet or centaur 
these days), plus others such as Eros, 
Psyche and sometimes a handful more 
(e.g., Amor, Apollo, or niche ones). Many 
sources highlight roughly 8–13 asteroids 
or up to about 30.

Major platforms like Astrodienst 
(astro.com) list 17,000 asteroids for 
use – and many are up and coming. 
For instance, asteroid Amazone is 
the subject of Kristin Fontana’s new 
book Amazon Arising, associated with 
the courage to be yourself. In my own 
horoscope Amazone sits on my Venus 
in Gemini, and I would say the asteroid 
supplements the meaning of Venus 
(opposite Saturn) rather than brings a 
whole new framework of symbolism.

Main Asteroids

Here are a few major asteroids used 
with a brief description of their 
symbolism. Always double-check the 
sign using AI as reported positions 
can vary, especially with lesser knows 
asteroids:

Ceres — currently in Cancer.
Nurturing, motherhood, food/
agriculture, unconditional care, cycles 
of loss and renewal.

Pallas — in Aries (retrograde).
Wisdom, strategy, creative intelligence, 
pattern recognition, activism, and 
problem-solving.

Juno — Capricorn (retrograde).
Commitment, marriage/partnership, 
equality, loyalty, and issues of fairness 
or jealousy in relationships.

Vesta — Aries (retrograde).
Devotion, focus, sacred service, 
personal dedication, inner fire and 
focused sexuality or purity.

Chiron (2060) (aka 95P/Chiron) — in 
Taurus (retrograde). Also classified as a 
comet.
The wounded healer; deep wounds 
that become sources of wisdom, 
healing, and teaching others.

Eros (433) — currently in Virgo.
Passionate desire, erotic attraction, 
the thrill of the chase, and creative/
sexual energy.

Psyche (16) — currently in Leo.
The soul, deep emotional bonding, 
vulnerability in love, psychological 
insight, and soul-mate themes.

Hygiea (10) — currently in Leo.
Health, hygiene, purification, wellness 
practices, and holistic self-care.

Astraea (5) — currently in Pisces.
Justice, innocence, discernment, 
idealism, and the urge to restore 
balance or purity.

Sappho (80) — currently in Leo.
Same-sex attraction or deep 
friendship, poetry, romantic sensitivity 
and yearning for connection.

Amor (1221) — currently in Aries.
Tender, unconditional, or idealised love; 
gentler affection beyond pure passion.

Apollo (1862) — midway through 
Gemini.
Prophecy, music/arts, healing light, 
truth-seeking, and the dual nature of 
gifts/curses.

Diana/Artemis (78) — in Pisces.
Independence, protection of the wild/
natural, feminine autonomy, and 
hunting instincts.

Proserpina/Persephone (26) — in 
Scorpio.
Transformation through loss, 
underworld journeys, seasonal cycles, 
and reclaiming power after crisis.

Lilith (1181) — currently in Gemini. Not 
to be confused with Black Moon Lilith 
which is a lunar point not a planet.

Minor Planets (Asteroids) 
are Now Major News Victor Olliver
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Wild feminine, repressed desires, 
autonomy, shadow sexuality and 
refusal to submit.

Asteroid Practitioners

Here are a few well-known astrologers 
who have significantly advanced the 
use of asteroids in chart interpretation:

Demetra George — Widely regarded 
as a pioneering figure. Author of the 
influential book Asteroid Goddesses
(1986), which popularised the ‘Big Four’ 
(Ceres, Pallas, Juno and Vesta). She 
continues to teach and write about 
mythic asteroids and their integration 
with traditional techniques.

Martha Lang-Wescott — Known for 
detailed, systematic research on a wide 
range of asteroids. Author of Mechanics 
of the Future: Asteroids and other works 
that explore asteroid keywords and 
practical applications.

Alex Miller — Focuses extensively on 
both mythic and personal-named 
asteroids (including celebrity and name 
asteroids). He has published research 
and maintains resources on asteroid 
effects in charts and current events.

Eleanor Bach — Published the first 
widely available asteroid ephemeris 
in 1973, making positions accessible 
to practising astrologers and helping 
launch modern asteroid astrology.

Mark Pottenger — Developed software 
tools and extensive asteroid data files 

that many practitioners rely on for 
calculating large numbers of named 
asteroids.

Others who have contributed notably 
include the late Lee Lehman, Zane 
Stein and more recent voices such as 
Lori Lothian. Many modern astrologers 
incorporate a selection of asteroids, 
but the names above are among 
those most closely associated with 
specialised asteroid work.

A Few Suppliers or Platforms 
That Have Asteroid Astrology 
Software

• Astro.com (Astrodienst) — Free 
online chart service that lets 
users include thousands of named 
asteroids through its Extended 
Chart Selection. It is also the primary 
source of the Swiss Ephemeris files 
used by most other programs. 

• Solar Fire (Esoteric Technologies/
distributed by Astrolabe) — 
Professional Windows desktop 
software that includes over 1,000 
asteroids, dwarf planets and 
centaurs by default. An optional 
Asteroid Add-on expands access to 
more than 10,000 additional named 
bodies, organised into topic groups. 

• Kepler and Sirius (Cosmic Patterns 
Software) — Full-featured 
professional programs with 
extensive built-in asteroid support. 
Asteroids can be added to charts, 
lists, maps, midpoints and reports; 
additional data can be downloaded 
as needed. 

• AstroApp — Cloud-based platform 
(accessible on multiple devices) 
that supports more than 20,000 
asteroids and allows them to 
be freely added to charts and 
calculations. 

• Janus (Astrology House) — 
Professional desktop software that 
includes solid asteroid capabilities 
alongside traditional and modern 
techniques.

Specialised or supplementary options 
include Mark Pottenger’s CCRS/

Stellar Minor Planets (Asteroids) are Now Major News

CWAstEph asteroid ephemeris tools 
(often used alongside other programs) 
and niche programs such as ‘Galaxy.
Asteroids’, which focus specifically 
on working with large numbers of 
asteroids. 

Most of these tools allow asteroids 
to appear in natal charts, transits, 
progressions, and custom lists. Exact 
asteroid counts and features can vary 
by version or subscription level.

Two Examples of Celebrity 
Eponymous Asteroid 
Alignments

King Charles III

Demetra George reports that in his 
chart there is an amazing link between 
his Venus and Queen Camilla’s 
asteroids – unfortunately, many reports 
mislabel the asteroids so here is an AI 
correction:

“Internet lore erroneously claimed 
asteroid 1073 Camilla and 3216 
Harrington hit King Charles’s Venus. 
Correcting this reveals 107 Camilla
sits exactly on his Scorpio Sun, while 
phonetic proxy 7111 Parks joins his 
Libra Venus. Demetra George’s cosmic 
synchronisation theory remains 
completely accurate and valid.”

Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie (now 
divorced)

Asteroid 64 Angelina and Asteroid 9313 
Pitta sit tightly conjunct each other 
directly on Brad Pitt’s Descendant (the 
7th house cusp of marriage).
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ASTRO-X-RAY

Ryuji Kagami
Ryuji Kagami is a leading Japanese psychological astrologer, author and 
translator. He began writing astrological columns as a teenager before earning 
a master’s degree in comparative culture from the International Christian 
University. 

Q: When did you first realise that 
astrology had completely taken 
possession of you – if indeed it has?

RK: 47 years ago (!), when I was 11: I 
discovered the Tarot which in turn 
sparked my interest in astrology. At the 
time, only a limited number of books 
on Western astrology were available 
in Japan. After reading all that I could 
find, and still wanting to learn more, I 
began turning to books published in 
English. When I was in my first year of 
high school, I discovered the works of 
Liz Greene and others. Reading them 
with a dictionary by my side was a truly 
eye-opening experience.

Q: Where do you live and work? Which 
country? Briefly describe your office 
and the view from the principal 
window, if any.

RK: I am originally from Kyoto, but I 
now live in Tokyo. My home also serves 
as my office. Every wall is lined with 
bookshelves, making it feel like a small 
library. Through the windows, which 
offer a wonderful view, I can see the 
greenery of a nearby park and, in the 
distance, the skyscrapers of Tokyo.

Q: Name one feature of your birth 
chart that stands out as a major trait 
– and is known to loved ones, less so to 
acquaintances.

RK: My Sun is in Pisces, right on the 
cusp of the 9th house, while the Moon, 
Mars, Saturn, and the lunar nodes 
are clustered around the Midheaven. 
My Ascendant is in Cancer. Thus, the 
rulers of my Ascendant, Midheaven, 
and Descendant are all culminating. 
This clearly reflects the fact that I 
have worked in the media since my 
teens, while also pursuing translations 
and teaching at various educational 
organisations, including universities.

Q: How did you learn the astro art/
trade? Who/what inspired your 
interest?

RK: When I was in junior high school, 
astrology magazines for teenage girls 
were very popular. One of them ran 
a series introducing the basics of 
horoscope interpretation. I submitted 
my answers to the assignments in 
the series, and the editorial team 
eventually contacted me and invited 
me to write for the magazine. This 
marked the beginning of my work in 
popular astrology.

Meanwhile, during graduate school, 
I began translating serious works on 
astrology and psychology. This became 
the starting point of the more scholarly 

side of my career.

Q: You are one of Japan’s leading 
astrologers. Give us an idea of your 
range of activities and media/
broadcasting presence. I believe you 
write an astrology column for Japan 
Vogue and create boardgames, for 
instance.

RK: Yes, my work spans a remarkably 
wide range. I frequently write astrology 
columns for the Japanese editions 
of fashion magazines such as Vogue
and Elle, while also contributing more 
intellectually oriented pieces to literary 
and art journals, academic publications, 
and major national newspapers. I have 
translated books by Liz Greene, Maggie 
Hyde, James Hillman, Thomas Moore, 
and Nicholas Campion, among others.

I am also frequently invited to lecture 
at universities and museums and to 
take part in public conversations with 
university professors. In addition, I 
teach at various schools of astrology. 
I have spoken at the Astrological 
Association’s Annual Conference in the 
UK and have also contributed to The 
Astrological Journal.

I am probably the only astrologer in 
Japan whose work covers the broadest 
spectrum, from popular culture to 
academia. One colleague once joked, 
“You’re violating Japan’s antitrust law in 
the world of astrology!” After all, I have 
even created a Hello Kitty–themed 
tarot deck!

Q: What drew you to Western forms of 
astrology?

RK: I am embarrassed to admit that 
I was never very good at ‘Kanbun’ 
– classical Chinese texts as read in 
Japanese – so I found it difficult to 

Widely recognised as a pioneer who introduced psychological and Jungian approaches to divination 
in Japan, Kagami has published numerous popular books and translated key Western texts by figures 
like Liz Greene. He serves as a visiting professor at Kyoto Bunkyo University and is a member of the 
Astrological Association.

Tarot for Beginners with 22 Tarot Cards, 
created by Ryuji Kagami
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study Eastern astrology. By contrast, 
scholars of Western astrology were 
more acutely aware of its tension with 
modern academic thought, which I 
found intellectually stimulating as 
someone with a graduate education.

Q:  Do you think astrology has a 
divinatory component? And if so, how 
will this work as astro-AI gets more 
sophisticated?

RK: I have been profoundly influenced 
by Dr Geoffrey Cornelius and Maggie 
Hyde, and I feel truly honoured and 
fortunate to have developed close 
personal relationships with them. This 
is why I regard astrology as essentially 
divinatory in nature. I believe that, 
within chance occurrences and 
spontaneous events, there appears 
the kind of guidance that people in the 
ancient world called ‘daimonic’.

The development of AI has been 
astonishing. I cannot yet say anything 
particularly groundbreaking about 
it, but I see even AI as one aspect of 
the ‘nature’ of this world. If daimons 
exist, might they not work through AI 
in cunning and unexpected ways, just 
as they work through celestial bodies, 
living beings, and cards? After all, I 
believe the daimons are cleverer than 
AI!

Q: Which astrological software 
program do you use? Ever hand-draw 
charts?

RK: I use Janus software mainly. But I 
strongly recommend students to draw 
charts by hands as well. 

Q: Describe a typical day. What time do 
you rise in the morning, what do you do 
on days off, that sort of thing. 

RK: I am not a morning person, so on 

days when I have no classes or other 
work, I sleep until after nine. On my 
days off, I enjoy going out for drinks 
with friends or at my favourite local 
haunts. Ah, how very Pisces of me!

Q: This is a standard question I ask: 
Have you ever seen a ghost? If so, 
please tell all. 

RK: I come from Kyoto, an ancient city 
where, as in London, there are many 
ghost stories. As a child, I was afraid of 
ghosts, although I never actually saw 
one. Even so, I often find myself thinking 
about those who have passed away.

Q: Would you say you are powerful?

RK: That is a difficult question. With my 
Sun in Pisces and Cancer rising, I have 
never thought of myself as strong. I 
am not particularly strong-willed, nor 
have I ever tried to push others aside in 
order to get what I wanted. As a child, 
the other boys around me seemed to 
regard me as something of an outsider.

Looking back, however, I realise that 
I may be stronger than I thought. In a 
Japanese society that places great 
value on conformity, I have never 
taken a conventional salaried job, but 
have built an independent career as a 
freelancer throughout my life. A senior 
astrologer once said to me, “You are like 
a book with a Pisces cover and Aries 
inside.” *(Laughs.)*

Q: And finally, how do people get hold 
of you?

RK:My website is https://kagamiryuji.
jp/ X account is @Kagami_Ryuji 

The Fool from the Mountain Dream Tarot by Bea Nettles in a series from Sogensha Ltd, under 
the supervision of Ryuji Kagami

Ryuji Kagami frequently contributes 
horoscope features, forecasts and special 
columns such as his ‘Fukuyose Word’ (Lucky 
Words) series to Vogue Japan

TaRocca Castle boardgame co-designed by 
Ryuji Kagami.
boardgamegeek.com/boardgame/200717/
tarocca-castle
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From Meeting the Queen Mother to TV Stardom: Russell Grant’s Incredible Journey
In this unforgettable conversation, Russell Grant reveals the extraordinary ‘out of the blue’ opportunities that have 
shaped his remarkable career -  from training as an actor, and the life-changing moment he met the Queen Mother at 
the Ideal Home Exhibition in 1978, to his breakthrough on Granada Television, behind-the-scenes stories from Strictly 
Come Dancing, and even being shot out of a cannon at Wembley Stadium - before reflecting on the lasting influence 
of his idol, Ivor Novello. This is Russell at his best: deeply personal, hilarious, intuitive, and utterly fascinating.
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Join Rod Chang as he hosts the New Moon Update with Alejo López and Wendy Stacey.
Each month, Rod, Alejo and Wendy will discuss the New Moon, what it means and represents and how it might 
affect our lives and current affairs.
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